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SPEAKERS BIOGRAPHY

Mr. Alexander Dalziel Canada
Senior Fellow
Macdonald-Laurier Institute

Senior Fellow Alex Dalziel comes to MLI with over 20 years of
experience in Canada’s national security community. Previously, he
held positions with the Privy Council Office, Canada School of Public
Service, Department of National Defence, and Canada Border Services Agency. During
that time, he worked across multiple operational and strategic domains. Alex holds
Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in history from Memorial University of Newfoundland
and Labrador, as well as certificates in Russia and Baltic Area Studies from the
University of Eastern Finland and in European Studies from the University of Bonn.

Ms. Raquel Garbers Canada
Director General for Strategic Defence Policy
Department of National Defence

Ms. Garbers is the Director General for Strategic Defence Policy at
the Canadian Department of National Defence, where she led the
effort to re-architect Canada’s defence policy, Our North, Strong and
Free. She also recently served as a visiting practitioner at the US Department of
Defense Asia-Pacific Center for Security Studies. With a background in defence policy,
national security and the intelligence community, she specializes in gray zone threats
to military equities with a particular focus on hostile economic statecraft.
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CAPT(N) Doug Layton Canada
Deputy Commander and Chief of Staff at Joint Task Force (North)
Department of National Defence

Capt (N) Doug Layton, born in Montreal and raised in Mississauga,
Ontario, joined the Canadian Armed Forces in 2002 as a Naval
Warfare Officer. After qualifying in HMCS Calgary, he served as
Navigating Officer on HMC Ships Athabaskan and Iroquois, deploying to the Arabian
Gulf with Combined Task Force 150 in 2008. He also supported OP HESTIA in Haiti in
2010. Layton completed the Operations Room Officer and Command Development
courses before serving as Operations Officer on HMCS Iroquois and Combat Officer
on HMCS Charlottetown, deploying for OP METRIC and OP ARTEMIS in 2012. He was
later posted to Sea Training (Atlantic) as Weapons Officer. In 2014, he completed the
Joint Command and Staff Programme at the Canadian Forces College, earning a
Master’s in Defence Studies. He became Executive Officer of HMCS Ville de Quebec in
2015 and commanded HMCS Winnipeg in 2021, leading a deployment to the Indo-
Asia-Pacific for OP NEON and PROJECTION. In June 2023, Layton assumed the role of
Deputy Commander and Chief of Staff at Joint Task Force (North).

Ms. Sophie Arts Germany/
Fellow United States
The German Marshall Fund of the United States

Sophie Arts is a fellow with GMF’s Geostrategy North team, where
she leads the workstream’s research on Arctic security and
geopolitics. As part of her portfolio, she covers Nordic security,
North American homeland defense, and regional cooperation with allies and partners.
Her recent work tracks the growing alignment between Russia and the PRC in the
Arctic region. Arts joined GMF's Washington, DC-based security and defense policy
programin 2017, after serving as a research assistant to the President and CEO of the
Atlantic Council and as a trainee in GMF’s Brussels office. At GMF, she previously
covered transatlantic and NATO security policy. Originally from Germany, she holds a
master’s degree from Humboldt University in Berlin and a bachelor’s degree from the
University of Freiburg and conducted coursework at the University of Virginia and
Connecticut College.
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™ Mr. Russ Bailey United States
Acting Director
Daniel K. Inouye Asia-Pacific Center for Security Studies

Mr. Russell Bailey is the Deputy Director of the Daniel K. Inouye
Asia-Pacific Center for Security Studies. Before this appointment,
Mr. Bailey’s career as a civil servant included positions within the
Office of the Secretary of Defense (OSD) Policy. He served as the Principal Director for
Homeland Defense Integration and Defense Support of Civil Authorities (HDI&DSCA),
the Principal Director for Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Central Asia, the Director for
Australia, New Zealand, the Pacific Islands, and Antarctica, and a Senior Policy
Analyst in the Secretariat for Special Operations. A retired U.S. Army officer with
nearly three decades of service, his military assignments included roles as an Armor
and Cavalry officer in Germany and at Fort Bragg, NC (now Fort Liberty), as a
Southeast Asia Foreign Area Officer, and as the Senior Defense Official and Defense
Attaché in Jakarta, Indonesia. Mr. Russell Bailey holds a Bachelor of Arts in Political
Science from California State Polytechnic University, Pomona, a Master of Arts in
Asian Studies from the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, a Graduate Certificate in
Management from the University of Western Australia, and a Master of Strategic
Studies from the U.S. Army War College, Carlisle Barracks.

Ambassador David Cohen United States
U.S. Ambassador to Canada
U.S. Department of State

Before his appointment by President Biden and unanimous
confirmation by the U.S. Senate as U.S. Ambassador to Canada,
David L. Cohen served as Senior Advisor to the CEO at Comcast
Corporation and was previously Senior Executive Vice President. His portfolio
included corporate communications, legal affairs, and government relations, and he
was Comcast’s first chief diversity officer. Prior to Comcast, Cohen was a partner at
Ballard Spahr Andrews & Ingersoll, LLP, and served as Chief of Staff to Philadelphia
Mayor Edward G. Rendell. Cohen has held numerous nonprofit and corporate board
roles, including chairing the University of Pennsylvania Trustees and serving on the
board of PNC Financial Services Group. A New York native, Cohen holds a B.A. from
Swarthmore College and a J.D. from the University of Pennsylvania Law School.
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Mr. Robert Doyle United States
Foreign Service Officer
U.S. Department of State

Rob Doyle has been a Foreign Service Officer for the U.S.
Department of State since 2005. He currently serves as the
Supervisory Post Management Officer in the Bureau of East Asian
and Pacific Affairs. He spent last year at the Eisenhower School of the National
Defense University, where he earned a master’s degree in National Resource Strategy.
Prior to his year of study at the National Defense University, Rob completed
assignments at the U.S. Embassies in Bahrain, Turkey, Croatia, Egypt, and Mexico. He
also worked in the State Department’s Operations Center. He and his wife Nancy have
three children. Rob is a native of Chicago, Illinois and earned a bachelor’s degree in
history from Yale University.

Mr. Craig Fleener United States
Deputy Director
Ted Stevens Center for Arctic Security Studies

Mr. Craig Fleener serves as the Deputy Advisor and Chief of Staff for
Arctic Security Affairs at the Ted Stevens Center for Arctic Security
Studies, while also serving as a Lieutenant Colonel in the Alaska Air
National Guard. Born and raised in Fort Yukon, Alaska, Craig has a 35-year military
career that began as an enlisted U.S. Marine and continued in the Alaska Air National
Guard, where he now works as an intelligence officer. His civilian career includes
roles as a wildlife biologist, climate researcher, and Director of a regional tribal non-
profit, as well as serving in elected office and advising three different Alaska governors
on Arctic policy. Craig has also been involved in international Arctic cooperation as
the International Co-chair of the Gwich'in Council International, representing
indigenous Arctic communities. He joined the Ted Stevens Center in January 2022,
focusing on Arctic security and economic development initiatives for rural and tribal
communities in Alaska.
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Dr. Haliehana Stepetin United States
Associate Professor
Ted Stevens Center for Arctic Security Studies

Dr. Haliehana Stepetin (UnangaX, Qigiigun Tribe) was born and
raised in her homelands/waters in the village of Akutan, Alaska in
Unangam Tanangin [Aleutian Islands]. She weaves together her
transdisciplinary experience deeply shaped by the UnangaX subsistence cosmology
she was raised within as an educator, artist, and scholar. Dr. Stepetin is an Assistant
Professor of Arctic Security Studies at the Ted Stevens Center. Her research
considers UnangaX and Arctic Indigenous Peoples’ roles in sustainable food
sovereignty and environmental practices amidst a changing climate. Her research
has been funded by the Ford Foundation Fellowship Program, the Social Sciences
Research Council, and the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. She has published in
Gender and Education and SAGE Publishing, with a forthcoming chapterin an
anthology with Duke University Press.
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1 Ms. Tracy Bean United States

Program Coordinator
Daniel K. Inouye Asia-Pacific Center for Security Studies

Tracy Bean serves as a Program Coordinator of the APCSS’s Indo-
Pacific Young Leaders Program, which aimed at cultivating the

- next generation of security and defense leaders. She is
responsible for recruitment, program integration, and the delivery of the leadership
programming, which includes executive coaching/mentoring, webinars, and
developmental activities.

Ms. Courtney Guinan United States

Event Planning Program Manager
Ted Stevens Center for Arctic Security Studies

PHOTO
NOT
AVAILABLE

Courtney Guinan joined ACT1 Federalin support of the Ted
Stevens Center in October 2023 as the Events Program Planning
Manager. Prior to supporting the Ted Stevens Center, she spenta
decade at sea facilitating luxury service on board some of the world’s most
prestigious private super yachts. This role took her to over 30 countries, and she
collaborated with ultra-high net-worth individuals on projects ranging from the public
launching of companies on the NYSE to multi-million-dollar refit projects on board
their private vessels. Guinan has unique experience in creating distinctive events
within the logistical confines of being at sea or in extremely remote locations with
limited resources. She holds a Bachelor of Arts in Hospitality Business from the Eli
Broad School of Business at Michigan State University, graduating with honors.

Dr. Inez Miyamoto United States

Professor
Daniel K. Inouye Asia-Pacific Center for Security Studies

| Priortojoining the DKI APCSS, Dr. Inez Miyamoto was a special
|| agent at the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) where she led
| cyberinvestigative teams responding to a wide variety of crimes
(i.e., intrusions, fraud, child pornography, intellectual property rights, and
counterintelligence). She currently teaches cybersecurity, transnational crime,
systems engineering, and risk.
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Mr. Rex Santella United States
Senior Operations Specialist
Ted Stevens Center for Arctic Security Studies

PHOTO
NOT
AVAILABLE

Xerex “Rex” J Santella currently has served as the Ted Stevens
Center’s Senior Operations Specialist since 2021. In this role, he
is responsible for overseeing long-range planning,
operationalizing plans, deconflicting engagements, internal and external resource
identification, and coordination of TSC tasks. Within the Strategic Engagement
Division, he assists with planning functions to ensure organizational readiness and
appropriate deployment of resources. Prior to coming to the Ted Stevens Center, he
was employed by Human Domains Solutions, LLC, as Program Services Support
Specialist, providing contractual support regarding logistics, event planning,
calendar management and other programming requirements. Rex previously retired
from the United States Air Force on Jan 2022. During his 21 years of active-duty
service, he served as Superintendent of the Sustainment Services Flight for two Force
Support Squadrons, and as Readiness Flight Superintendent in Osan Air Base,
Republic of Korea. He holds a bachelor’s degree in Sports Management and
associate degree in Fitness, Lodging, and Recreation Management. He also
published two books and is currently a board member for his local church.




