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COUNTERING TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED CRIME (CTOC) 

CORRUPTION

Uzbekistan’s Corruption Crackdown: Progress or Perpetual Crisis?
Kodir Kuliev and Niginakhon Saida – The Diplomat: 13 February 2025
Despite a surge in anticorruption efforts, systemic fraud and bribery remain deeply embedded in 
Uzbekistan’s governance. With thousands of officials facing charges yet minimal consequences, 
is real change on the horizon?

https://thediplomat.com/2025/02/uzbekistans-corruption-crackdown-progress-or-perpetual-crisis/

For more on this theme:
Serbian students step up crusade against corruption
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/serbian-students-step-up-crusade-against-corruption/article69174927.ece

Artificial Intelligence: A Combative Technology Against Corruption — Dr. Kpodar
https://www.modernghana.com/news/1377412/artificial-intelligence-a-combative-technology.html

‘Dogged and Systematic:’ How the Investigative Reporting Lab Covers Corruption and 
Governance in North Macedonia
https://gijn.org/stories/investigative-reporting-lab-covers-corruption-governance-north-macedonia/

Corruption May Postpone CCP’s Military Modernization, Report Says
https://dialogo-americas.com/articles/corruption-may-postpone-ccps-military-modernization-report-says/

SPORTS CORRUPTION

Shohely Akhter becomes first woman cricketer to be banned for corruption charges
Times of India: 11 February 2025
Bangladesh’s Shohely Akhter made history for the wrong reasons on February 11, becoming the 
first female cricketer to be banned by the International Cricket Council for corruption.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/sports/cricket/news/shohely-akhter-becomes-first-woman-cricketer-
to-be-banned-for-corruption-charges/articleshow/118152717.cms

For more on this theme:
VOA Persian: Watchdog finds corruption in Iranian football federation
https://www.voanews.com/a/voa-persian-inspection-organization-finds-financial-corruption-in-iranian-
football-federation-/7956113.html

New Working Group on AI and corruption in sport gathers for kick-off
https://www.olympics.com/en/news/new-working-group-on-ai-and-corruption-in-sport-gathers-for-kick-off

Court of Arbitration for Sport reduces suspension of Swedish tennis player
https://apnews.com/article/tennis-corruption-suspended-player-859d3b3b203d270711c9eef44df09526

Taekwondo Corruption Scandal: Delhi High Court Set Aside Removal Of Director Over 
‘Fixing Results’
https://sports.ndtv.com/othersports/taekwondo-corruption-scandal-delhi-high-court-set-aside-removal-
of-director-over-fixing-results-7651026
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MONEY LAUNDERING/ILLICIT FINANCE/REAL ESTATE FRAUD

Ukraine needs more than a leadership shake-up to fight financial crime
Oksana Ihnatenko and Kinga Redlowska – Kyiv Independent: 3 February 2025
Ukraine’s financial fight isn’t just about leadership changes — it’s about structural reform, global 
trust and proving itself as a reliable partner in combating financial crime.

https://kyivindependent.com/ukraine-needs-more-than-a-leadership-shake-up-to-fight-financial-crime/

For more on this theme:
Montenegro’s Arrest of Wang Shuiming: A New Chapter in International Money Laundering
https://balkaneu.com/montenegros-arrest-of-wang-shuiming-a-new-chapter-in-international-money-laundering/

Focus on anti-money laundering: tackling the issue of “money mules”
https://www.dentons.com/en/insights/articles/2025/february/12/focus-on-anti-money-laundering

Detecting money laundering through fintech
https://techfundingnews.com/detecting-money-laundering-through-fintech/

African Countries Lose Billions of Dollars to Illicit Financial Flows
https://www.voicegambia.com/2025/02/12/african-countries-lose-billions-of-dollars-to-illicit-financial-flows/

Cash Transactions and Corruption: The Need for a Cashless Economy in Ghana and Africa
https://www.modernghana.com/news/1379196/cash-transactions-and-corruption-the-need-for-a.html

	
ORGANIZED CRIME AROUND THE WORLD

The Pacific cocaine corridor: a Brazilian cartel’s pipeline to Australia
Rodrigo Duton – ASPI: 6 February 2025
Australia faces an emerging national security threat from Brazilian transnational crime groups. 
Once a domestic concern, Brazilian organized crime has evolved into a powerful narco-
insurgency with transnational reach, making Brazil the world’s second-largest player in the 
cocaine trade after Colombia.

https://www.aspi.org.au/report/pacific-cocaine-corridor-brazilian-cartels-pipeline-australia

For more on this theme:
How Organized Crime Set the Agenda for Ecuador’s Presidential Elections
https://insightcrime.org/news/organized-crime-agenda-ecuadors-presidential-elections/

Trump Administration Targets International Cartels and Transnational Criminal 
Organizations, Shifting Enforcement Focus for Businesses
https://www.clearygottlieb.com/news-and-insights/publication-listing/trump-administration-targets-
international-cartels-and-transnational-criminal-organizations

The war for Congo’s wealth: How organized crime fuels the M23 crisis in eastern DRC
https://globalinitiative.net/analysis/m23-organized-crime-rwanda-congo-drc-goma-conflict/

The Women Ensnared in Tren de Aragua’s Criminal Web in Peru
https://insightcrime.org/investigations/women-ensnared-tren-de-aragua-criminal-web-peru/

ASEAN Dithers as Scam Syndicates in Myanmar Bypass Thai Energy Cuts
https://thediplomat.com/2025/02/asean-dithers-as-scam-syndicates-in-myanmar-bypass-thai-energy-cuts/
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CYBERCRIME (FRAUD)

Real-time intelligence key to combating ASEAN cybercrime, experts say
Wan Ahmad Atarmizi – Sinar Daily: 31 January 2025
The key to strengthening public-private partnerships in Malaysia and across ASEAN to combat 
cyber threats lies in continuously improving awareness and understanding among all stakeholders.

https://www.sinardaily.my/article/225106/focus/national/real-time-intelligence-key-to-combating-asean-
cybercrime-experts-say

For more on this theme:
Cross-border crime, cybercrime among focus of Malaysia’s 2025 ASEAN agenda
https://en.vietnamplus.vn/cross-border-crime-cybercrime-among-focus-of-malaysias-2025-asean-
agenda-post309637.vnp

Bipartisan Senate bill would strengthen cybercrime penalties
https://cyberscoop.com/cybercrime-computer-fraud-bill-senate/

Ninety-three percent of UK Companies Experienced Vendor Fraud in 2024,  
According to New Trustpair Research
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20250211180324/en/Ninety-three-percent-of-UK-
Companies-Experienced-Vendor-Fraud-in-2024-According-to-New-Trustpair-Research

Hundreds of foreigners freed from Myanmar’s scam centres
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c2d3w90x86po

Shah for use of AI to combat cyber fraud, mule accounts
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/india/shah-for-use-of-ai-to-combat-cyber-fraud-mule-accounts-2/

TRAFFICKING IN SCARCE OR PROTECTED RESOURCES

There’s Mining, Then There’s Illegal Mining
Mark A. Green – Wilson Center: 4 February 2025
Illegal, illicit mining has little to no oversight, provides little revenue to host communities and 
governments, is carried out by poorly trained and ill-equipped people, and is often driven by 
organized crime. The results can be deadly. In January 2025, almost 90 people were killed in an 
illegal mining accident in South Africa.

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/theres-mining-then-theres-illegal-mining

For more on this theme:
As gold prices surge, Ghana faces ‘looming crisis’ over illegal mining
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2025/1/22/as-gold-prices-surge-ghana-faces-looming-crisis-over-
illegal-mining

Earth’s oceans are filled with what scientists are calling “dark vessels”
https://www.earth.com/news/dark-vessels-most-industrial-fishing-activity-is-not-publicly-tracked/

Report reveals staggering levels of wildlife trafficking in Hispanic America
https://news.mongabay.com/2025/02/report-reveals-staggering-levels-of-wildlife-trafficking-in-hispanic-america/

Fake wildlife trade: how gangs are scamming security agencies with counterfeit 
animal skins
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/pune-news/fake-wildlife-trade-how-gangs-are-scamming-
security-agencies-with-counterfeit-animal-skins-101739469436526.html
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING, FORCED LABOR AND MIGRANT SMUGGLING

Central Asian Migrants Face Harsh Treatment at Moscow’s Sakharovo Detention Center
Bruce Pannier – FPRI: 4 February 2025
The lives of Central Asian migrant laborers in Russia have become much worse since  
the terrorist attack on Moscow’s Crocus City Hall on March 22, 2024, that left more than  
140 people dead. The Islamic State of Khorasan claimed responsibility for the attack, but all  
the suspects detained after the tragedy originally came from Tajikistan. Russian xenophobia 
aimed at Central Asians increased significantly.

https://www.fpri.org/article/2025/02/central-asian-migrants-at-sakharovo-detention-center/

For more on this theme:
UK efforts to address forced labour in supply chains
https://www.whitecase.com/insight-alert/uk-efforts-address-forced-labour-supply-chains

Shein IPO faces judicial review challenge from Uyghur rights group
https://www.reuters.com/business/retail-consumer/shein-ipo-faces-judicial-review-challenge-uyghur-
rights-group-2025-02-03/

National Policy to Combat Forced Labour Launched in Saudi Arabia
https://cairoscene.com/Buzz/National-Policy-to-Combat-Forced-Labour-Launched-in-Saudi-Arabia

Study flags child labour in Bangladesh’s RMG, industry leaders call it baseless
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/child-labour-prevailing-bangladeshs-rmg-sector-study-1063056

DRUG TRAFFICKING

Catatumbo’s cocaine war: Violence over coca crops threatens Colombia’s peace process
Lina María Asprilla Ríos and Andrés Aponte – Global Initiative Against Transnational 
Organized Crime: 13 February 2025
In mid-January 2025, war broke out in Catatumbo, Colombia, between dissidents of the 33rd 
Front of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia–People’s Army and guerrilla insurgents 
from the National Liberation Army, driven by a fierce dispute over control of criminal 
economies, particularly the cocaine market. The fighting has so far claimed more than 56 lives 
and displaced over 54,000 people.

https://globalinitiative.net/analysis/catatumbo-cocaine-war/

For more on this theme:
Crime Drug gangs in Ecuador turn to “death saint” (Santa Muerte) for protection — 
and allegedly human sacrifices
https://smallwarsjournal.com/2025/02/07/crime-drug-gangs-in-ecuador-turn-to-death-saint-santa-
muerte-for-protection-and-allegedly-human-sacrifices/

How Trump’s war on cartel cash can stop fentanyl enablers — and save American lives
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/op_eds/2025/02/11/how-trumps-war-on-cartel-cash-can-stop-fentanyl-
enablers-and-save-american-lives/

How Narco Money Could Influence the Presidential Elections in Honduras. Again.
https://insightcrime.org/news/narco-money-influence-2025-election-honduras/

How ‘Walter White’ Took Meth Production to São Paulo
https://insightcrime.org/news/how-walter-white-took-meth-production-to-sao-paulo/
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PROGRAM ON CYBER SECURITY STUDIES (PCSS)

INTERNET GOVERNANCE AND ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE REGULATION

Securing Cyberspace Conference 2024: Responsible Cyber Behaviour in Practice
Sara Seppanen – RUSI: 10 February 2025
In October 2024, RUSI’s Cyber Research Group organized its inaugural Securing Cyberspace 
Conference. The program covered topics such as international law and norms, responsible use 
and development of tools and technologies — including AI — and the responsibility of states in 
conducting and responding to cyber operations and incidents. 

https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/conference-reports/securing-cyberspace-
conference-2024-responsible-cyber-behaviour-practice

For more on this theme:
(Global) RCC Pushes for State-Led Internet Governance Ahead of WSIS+20 Review
https://circleid.com/posts/rcc-pushes-for-state-led-internet-governance-ahead-of-wsis20-review

(EU) AI Act
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/regulatory-framework-ai

(Africa) Africa’s AI future: “Local action and data are key”
https://akademie.dw.com/en/africas-ai-future-local-action-and-data-are-key/a-71525475 

(Brazil) Brazil’s push for comprehensive AI regulation 
https://restofworld.org/2025/brazil-ai-regulation-big-tech/ 

INTERNET FREEDOM

China’s online ID plans could inspire authoritarian regimes say human rights groups
Masha Borak – Biometric Update: 6 February 2025
China’s proposed national digital identity is not only bringing a risk of increased online 
censorship and surveillance, but it could also inspire other authoritarian regimes to use identity 
tools to monitor people online, according to human rights groups.

https://www.biometricupdate.com/202502/chinas-online-id-plans-could-inspire-authoritarian-regimes-
say-human-rights-groups

For more on this theme:
(Indonesia) Big Brother is watching: Prabowo government tightens control  
of cyberspace with new digital monitoring agency
https://indonesiaatmelbourne.unimelb.edu.au/big-brother-is-watching-prabowo-government-tightens-
control-of-cyberspace-with-new-digital-monitoring-agency/

(China) DeepSeek faces Internet censorship hurdles in China
https://www.digitimes.com/news/a20250205PD214/deepseek-openai-genai-llm.html

(China) This Northeastern researcher has been tracking activists exposing what  
is happening inside Communist China
https://news.northeastern.edu/2025/02/05/china-censorship-activist-journalists/
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CYBER CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE

DHS warns Chinese-made internet cameras pose espionage threat to US critical 
infrastructure
Industrial Cyber: 10 February 2025
The U.S. Department of Homeland Security has reportedly issued a bulletin warning that 
internet-connected cameras manufactured in China could potentially be exploited for espionage 
targeting the nation’s critical infrastructure installations. 

https://industrialcyber.co/cisa/dhs-warns-chinese-made-internet-cameras-pose-espionage-threat-to-us-
critical-infrastructure/

For more on this theme:
(U.S.) America’s Fight for Digital Security: Why Strong US Tech Infrastructure Is Critical

https://thedefensepost.com/2025/02/04/securing-us-tech-infrastructure/

(Global) Russian hacking group targets critical infrastructure in the US, the UK, and Canada
https://www.csoonline.com/article/3823955/russian-hacking-group-targets-critical-infrastructure-in-
the-us-the-uk-and-canada.html

(Global) Report Shows Surging Automotive Cyber Threats Stemming from Critical Gaps
https://www.manufacturing.net/cybersecurity/news/22933293/report-shows-surging-automotive-cyber-
threats-stemming-from-critical-gaps

(Hong Kong) Hong Kong legislature considering proposed cybersecurity law  
for regulation of critical infrastructure operators and computer systems
https://www.herbertsmithfreehills.com/notes/data/2025-posts/hk-legislature-considering-proposed-
cybersecurity-law-for-regulation-of-critical-infrastructure-operators-data

CYBER STRATEGY AND WARFARE

Russia Ramps Up Cybersecurity Systems
Luke Rodeheffer – The Jamestown Foundation: 6 February 2025
Russia is strengthening its national cyber defense by requiring commercial organizations to 
connect to a unified cybersecurity system. This initiative builds on the “Sovereign Internet” law 
to centralize cybersecurity control and mitigate rising cyber threats.

https://jamestown.org/program/russia-ramps-up-cybersecurity-systems/

For more on this theme:
(Global) The rising tide of state-sponsored cyber warfare and what you can do about it
https://www.securityinfowatch.com/security-executives/article/55265977/the-rising-tide-of-state-
sponsored-cyber-warfare-and-what-you-can-do-about-it

(India) How the Digital India Programme is Revolutionizing Governance
https://www.ibef.org/blogs/how-the-digital-india-programme-is-revolutionizing-governance

(Canada) Federal government to mitigate cyber threats with new national strategy
https://www.lexpert.ca/news/technology-health-sciences-law/federal-government-to-mitigate-cyber-
threats-with-new-national-strategy/391247

(UAE) WGS 2025: UAE to launch National Cybersecurity Strategy
https://economymiddleeast.com/news/world-governments-summit-wgs-2025-uae-to-launch-national-
cybersecurity-strategy/
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CYBERCRIME

Data Reveals Identity-Based Attacks Now Dominate Cybercrime
Tony Bradley – Forbes: 12 February 2025
Cyberattacks are evolving, and the latest data suggests they are moving away from malware-
based methods toward identity exploitation. According to the CrowdStrike 2024 Global Threat 
Report, 3 out of every 4 attacks now rely on valid credentials rather than malicious software.

https://www.forbes.com/sites/tonybradley/2025/02/12/data-reveals-identity-based-attacks-now-
dominate-cybercrime/

For more on this theme:
(Global) Google report warns of AI’s expanding role in cybercrime and disinformation
https://www.techmonitor.ai/technology/cybersecurity/google-report-warns-ai-expanding-role-cybercrime-
disinformation

(Global) How Threat Actors Industrialised Cybercrime in 2024
https://cybermagazine.com/articles/how-threat-actors-industrialised-cybercrime-in-2024

(India) India’s Cybercrime Problems Grow as Nation Digitizes
https://www.darkreading.com/cyber-risk/indias-cybercrime-problems-nation-digitizes

(Global) Cybercrime evolving into national security threat: Google
https://therecord.media/cybercrime-evolving-nation-state-threat

(Global) How Hackers Use AI for Cybercrime
https://i-hls.com/archives/127909

RANSOMWARE

Reducing ransomware recovery costs in education
Jennifer Gregory – Security Intelligence: 10 February 2025
2024 continued the trend of ransomware attacks in the education sector making headlines, but 
a new report found that such attacks notably decreased in 2024. Even with the decline, schools 
should continue to focus on reducing their vulnerabilities.

https://securityintelligence.com/articles/reducing-ransomware-recovery-costs-in-education/

For more on this theme:
(Global) Hellcat Ransomware Attacking Organization In Raas Model With Affiliates
https://cybersecuritynews.com/hellcat-ransomware-attacking-organization/

(Australia) Gallagher examines impact of new mandatory ransomware reporting laws
https://www.insurancebusinessmag.com/au/news/cyber/gallagher-examines-impact-of-new-mandatory-
ransomware-reporting-laws-523962.aspx

(China, Global) Chinese APT ‘Emperor Dragonfly’ Moonlights With Ransomware
https://www.darkreading.com/cyberattacks-data-breaches/chinese-apt-emperor-dragonfly-ransomware-attack

(Global) Bad News & Good News: Ransomware Up, Payments Down in 2024
https://natlawreview.com/article/bad-news-good-news-ransomware-payments-down-2024
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STATE-SPONSORED CYBERATTACKS

Crimelords and spies for rogue states are working together, says Google
Connor Jones – The Register: 12 February 2025
A report from the Google Threat Intelligence Group depicts China, Iran, North Korea and 
Russia as a bloc using cybercriminal gangs to attack the national security of Western countries.

https://www.theregister.com/2025/02/12/google_state_cybercrime_report/

For more on this theme:
(Russia, Global) Russian UAC-0063 Targets Europe and Central Asia with Advanced 
Malware
https://hackread.com/russian-uac-0063-europe-central-asia-advanced-malware/

(Iran, China, Global) Generative AI makes Chinese, Iranian hackers more efficient, 
report says
https://www.voanews.com/a/generative-ai-makes-chinese-iranian-hackers-more-efficient-report-
says/7956403.html

(North Korea) Researchers Unveiled Tactics, Techniques, and Procedures Used  
by North Korean Hackers
https://cybersecuritynews.com/ttps-used-by-north-korean-hackers-unveiled/

(Russia, Global) Microsoft Uncovers Sandworm Subgroup’s Global Cyber Attacks 
Spanning 15+ Countries
https://thehackernews.com/2025/02/microsoft-uncovers-sandworm-subgroups.html

CYBER RESILIENCE

The Pacific needs greater cyber resilience as malicious actors break into networks
Blake Johnson, Fitriani and Jocelinn Kang – The Strategist: 14 February 2025
Samoa and Papua New Guinea’s recent experiences with cyber intrusions are the latest 
reminders of the urgent need for enhanced cybersecurity resilience in the Pacific. What’s 
needed is capacity building and coordinated response initiatives.

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-pacific-needs-greater-cyber-resilience-as-malicious-actors-break-
into-networks/

For more on this theme:
(Global) How to bridge the cyber resilience gap
https://www.securityinfowatch.com/cybersecurity/article/55263973/how-to-bridge-the-cyber-resilience-gap

(UK) Public sector pay gap threatens UK cyber resilience
https://www.cityam.com/public-sector-pay-gap-threatens-uk-cyber-resilience/

(Global) How Public & Private Sectors Can Better Align Cyber Defense
https://www.darkreading.com/cyber-risk/how-public-private-sectors-better-align-cyber-defense

(New Zealand) GCSB report reveals sophisticated attacks, boosts cyber resilience 
amid rising espionage and ransomware
https://industrialcyber.co/reports/gcsb-report-reveals-sophisticated-attacks-boosts-cyber-resilience-
amid-rising-espionage-and-ransomware/
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PROGRAM ON TERRORISM AND SECURITY STUDIES (PTSS)

TERRORISM AROUND THE WORLD

A Wake-up Call for West Africa: Addressing the Region’s Rising Violent Extremism
Mehdi Bchir and Chris Kwaja – USIP: 6 February 2025
An attack in Benin highlights the growing reach of extremist groups into coastal West Africa. 
Beyond security threats, extremist expansion undermines regional trade and economic stability. 
A coordinated response must strengthen security collaboration and address governance in 
border regions.

https://www.usip.org/publications/2025/02/wake-call-west-africa-addressing-regions-rising-violent-extremism

For more on this theme:
Extremism in Gaming Spaces: Policy for Prevention and Moderation
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/policy-briefs/extremism-gaming-spaces-policy-
prevention-and-moderation

Stopping anti-Semitic terrorism in Australia
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/stopping-anti-semitic-terrorism-in-australia/

Remarks at a UN Security Council Briefing on Threats to International Peace and 
Security by Terrorist Acts
https://usun.usmission.gov/remarks-at-a-un-security-council-briefing-on-threats-to-international-peace-
and-security-by-terrorist-acts/

ISIS-DRC’s Deadly Ascent: Emerging and Expanding Threat in Africa
https://www.hstoday.us/featured/isis-drcs-deadly-ascent-emerging-and-expanding-threat-in-africa/

UN Security Council raises alarm over rising IS-K threat from Afghanistan
https://www.voanews.com/a/un-security-council-raises-alarm-over-rising-is-k-threat-from-
afghanistan/7969985.html 

ISIS remains resilient despite global counter-terrorism efforts, UN warns
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/world/isis-remains-resilient-despite-global-counter-terrorism-efforts-un-
warns/3477824

Woman who kept Yazidi women and children as slaves in Syria jailed by Swedish court
https://www.cnn.com/2025/02/11/europe/swedish-court-yazidi-slaves-syria-intl/index.html

France Urges Syrian Transitional Govt to Partner Coalition Fighting ISIS
https://www.msn.com/en-ae/news/other/france-urges-syrian-transitional-govt-to-partner-coalition-
fighting-isis/ar-AA1z05jj

Why Ghana faces a growing jihadi threat
https://www.dw.com/en/why-ghana-faces-a-growing-jihadi-threat/a-71590013

Pakistani and Tajik Taliban open training camps in Afghanistan
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2025/02/pakistani-and-tajik-taliban-open-training-camps-in-
afghanistan.php

Lone-Actor terrorism in Europe
https://www.cidob.org/publicaciones/lone-actor-terrorism-europe
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GRAY AREA DYNAMICS, HYBRID WARFARE 
AND INFORMATION OPERATIONS

Using NATO’s Article 5 Against Hybrid Attacks  
Eitvydas Bajarūnas – CEPA: 11 February 2025
Hybrid warfare against NATO nations should trigger the doctrine of collective defense.  
But how would it work in practice?

https://cepa.org/article/using-natos-article-5-against-hybrid-attacks/

For more on this theme:
Germany and Denmark say Europe must toughen up
https://www.dw.com/en/european-unity-security-germany-denmark/a-71433398

Program: The “hybrid warfare” of deep sea cables
https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/radionational-breakfast/undersea-cables/104870378

Hybrid Attacks Rise on Undersea Cables in Baltic and Arctic Regions
https://jamestown.org/program/hybrid-attacks-rise-on-undersea-cables-in-baltic-and-arctic-regions/ 

Calls grow for US to counter Chinese control, influence in Western ports
https://www.rfa.org/english/china/2025/02/13/china-usa-port-panama-security-threat/

Indonesia’s appointment of influencer as defense ministry adviser raises concerns 
about priorities
https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/indonesian/influencer-youtuber-deddy-
corbuzier-02132025133647.html

The Chinese Communist Party’s Strategic Engagement in South Asia
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/chinese-communist-partys-strategic-
engagement-south-asia

Pick Your Poison: China in the UK Energy System
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/pick-your-poison-china-uk-energy-system

Russia — More Than a Local Difficulty
https://cepa.org/article/russia-more-than-a-local-difficulty/

Wagner’s Business Model in Syria and Africa: Profit and Patronage
https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/occasional-papers/wagners-business-model-syria-and-
africa-profit-and-patronage

Russia Seeks to Reassert Influence in South Caucasus
https://jamestown.org/program/russia-seeks-to-reassert-influence-in-south-caucasus/

New Security Arrangements Between Moscow and Minsk Cement Russia’s Influence 
(Part 1)
https://jamestown.org/program/new-security-arrangements-between-moscow-and-minsk-cement-russias-
influence-part-1/ 

New Security Arrangements Between Moscow and Minsk Cement Russia’s Influence 
(Part 2)
https://jamestown.org/program/new-security-arrangements-between-moscow-and-minsk-cement-russias-
influence-part-2/
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China aids Russian drone production with smuggled Western parts, says Estonia
Andrius Sytas – Reuters: 12 February 2025
China is helping Russia’s military drone production by becoming a hub for the smuggling of 
critical Western components for Moscow’s armed forces, Estonia’s foreign intelligence service 
said in its annual national security report.

https://www.reuters.com/world/china-aids-russian-drone-production-with-smuggled-western-parts-says-
estonia-2025-02-12/

For more on this theme:
A Secure Future: The Price of Peace in Ukraine and Europe
https://institute.global/insights/geopolitics-and-security/a-secure-future-the-price-of-peace-in-ukraine-
and-europe

In the Shadow of the Minsk Agreements: Lessons for a Potential Ukraine-Russia 
Armistice
https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2025/02/ukraine-russia-ceasefire-security-agreement?lang=en

Ukraine: An Education in Wartime
https://cepa.org/article/ukraine-an-education-in-wartime/

Settlement of the Russian-Ukrainian Conflict: Ambitions and Realities
https://jamestown.org/program/settlement-of-the-russian-ukrainian-conflict-ambitions-and-realities/

Kremlin Could be Preparing to Pause Its Invasion of Ukraine
https://jamestown.org/program/kremlin-could-be-preparing-to-pause-its-invasion-of-ukraine/

Trump plan to end Ukraine war must prevent new Russian aggression, Zelenskiy says
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ukraines-zelenskiy-trump-plan-must-not-only-end-war-prevent-
new-russian-2025-02-09/

Russia says it will never swap Ukrainian territory for Kyiv-held parts of Kursk region
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russia-says-it-will-never-swap-ukrainian-territory-kyiv-held-parts-
kursk-region-2025-02-12/

Hegseth Calls on NATO Allies to Lead Europe’s Security, Rules Out Support  
for Ukraine Membership 
https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/4064571/hegseth-calls-on-nato-allies-to-
lead-europes-security-rules-out-support-for-ukr/

Ukraine’s Daunting Choice: Trading Its Land and People for Future Security
https://warontherocks.com/2025/02/ukraines-daunting-choice-trading-its-land-and-people-for-future-security/ 

Can Russia be held accountable for the crime of aggression in Ukraine?
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/can-russia-be-held-accountable-for-the-crime-of-
aggression-in-ukraine/ 

Is It Time for Another Supplemental for Ukraine?
https://www.csis.org/analysis/it-time-another-supplemental-ukraine 

Ukrainian Defense Industry at Risk of Disarray
https://jamestown.org/program/ukrainian-defense-industry-at-risk-of-disarray/
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For more on this theme:
What Ukraine Can Teach the World About Resilience and Civil Engineering
https://smallwarsjournal.com/2025/02/10/what-ukraine-can-teach-the-world-about-resilience-and-civil-engineering/

Drone headsets sent to Russian troops were booby-trapped to explode when switched 
on, state media says
https://www.yahoo.com/news/drone-headsets-sent-russian-troops-153542573.html

Russia is sending ‘hundreds’ of its war wounded for treatment in North Korea, 
ambassador says
https://www.yahoo.com/news/russia-sending-hundreds-war-wounded-035602892.html

North Korea likely to produce drones with Russian support this year: report
https://www.rfa.org/english/korea/2025/02/10/north-korea-russia-drone-support/

Is Russia running out of weapons and manpower for its war in Ukraine?
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/2/14/is-russia-running-out-of-weapons-and-manpower-for-its-
war-in-ukraine

Ukraine’s Decreased Grain Production Creates Opportunities for Russia
https://www.csis.org/analysis/ukraines-decreased-production-creates-opportunities-russia

Red Cross says missing people in Ukraine and Russia war doubles to 50,000 over 
past year
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/icrc-number-missing-people-ukraine-russia-war-doubled-50000-
year-2025-02-13/

Russia-Ukraine: Indian recruits share ‘frightening’ ordeal
https://www.dw.com/en/russia-ukraine-indian-recruits-share-frightening-ordeal/a-71562381

Ukraine’s Battlefield Fights Are Messy. Its Political Battles Are Getting Messy, Too.
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-politics-russia-war-peace-talks-trumpm/33311152.html

Combat losses and manpower challenges underscore the importance of ‘mass’ in Ukraine
https://www.iiss.org/online-analysis/military-balance/2025/02/combat-losses-and-manpower-challenges-
underscore-the-importance-of-mass-in-ukraine/
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