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COUNTERING TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED CRIME (CTOC) 

ORGANIZED CRIME AROUND THE WORLD

Business is converging with organised crime in the Pacific islands
Virginia Comolli – The Strategist: 14 May 2024
Economic diversification is exposing those countries to new threats, according to the latest 
report by the Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime.

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/business-is-converging-with-organised-crime-in-the-pacific-islands/

For more on this theme:
Japan’s yakuza — once powerful organized crime figures — are reduced to stealing 
Pokémon cards
https://www.businessinsider.com/japan-yakuza-reduced-to-stealing-pokemon-trading-cards-2024-5

Russia: When the State Becomes a Criminal
https://cepa.org/article/russia-when-the-state-becomes-a-criminal/

DataInSights: Why Are There More Women in Mexican Prisons for Organized Crime?
https://insightcrime.org/news/datainsights-why-more-women-mexican-prisons-organized-crime/

Beyond Mexico’s criminal gangs: Hybrid violence in Puebla, Mexico, and Veracruz states
https://acleddata.com/2024/05/15/beyond-mexicos-criminal-gangs-hybrid-violence-in-puebla-mexico-
and-veracruz-states/

CONSTRUCTION FRAUD AND ORGANIZED PROPERTY CRIME

New laws to stem drug dealers, corrupt officials and dirty money from heating up 
Australia’s real estate market
Daniel Ziffer – ABC News: 5 May 2024
Buying a home? Soon you won’t have as much competition from lawbreakers thanks 
to new laws and a boost to enforcement.

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-05-06/new-laws-to-stem-money-laundering-through-real-
estate/103800070

For more on this theme:
Porch sues China Construction Bank in US over reinsurance fraud losses
https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/porch-sues-china-construction-bank-us-over-reinsurance-
fraud-losses-2024-05-10/

Contractor Fraud Costs Americans Billions Every Year
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/contractor-fraud-costs-americans-billions-every-
year-302146556.html

Belgian construction giant facing corruption allegations in Chad
https://www.brusselstimes.com/business/1045265/belgian-construction-giant-facing-corruption-
allegations-in-chad

Singapore Money Laundering Suspects Invested Huge Sums in Dubai Property
https://www.occrp.org/en/dubai-unlocked/singapore-money-laundering-suspects-invested-huge-sums-in-
dubai-property
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CORRUPTION

Report: Seafarers Continue to Encounter Corruption at Ports
The Maritime Executive: 15 May 2024
The Maritime Anti-Corruption Network is highlighting the often-overlooked corruption that 
mariners face around the world.

https://maritime-executive.com/article/report-seafarers-continue-to-encounter-corruption-at-ports

For more on this theme:
The risky task of investigating corruption in wartime Ukraine
https://english.elpais.com/international/2024-05-12/the-risky-task-of-investigating-corruption-in-
wartime-ukraine.html

He risked everything to uncover corruption in Venezuela. Will it topple Maduro?
https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Americas/2024/0515/Venezuela-Maduro-Chavez-corruption-elections

Surging Violence and Corruption Poison the “Marvelous City” of Rio
https://www.fairobserver.com/world-news/surging-violence-and-corruption-poison-the-marvelous-city-of-rio/

How Europe could take anti-corruption enforcement to the next level
https://kpmg.com/uk/en/blogs/home/posts/2024/05/how-europe-could-take-anti-corruption-
enforcement-to-next-level.html

The Impact of Corruption: Insights from a Perceptions and Experiences Survey
https://polity.org.za/article/the-impact-of-corruption-insights-from-a-perceptions-and-experiences-
survey-2024-05-15

DRUG TRAFFICKING

Mexican government failing to provide decent jobs for vulnerable youth — leaving 
the door open to cartel recruitment
Raul Zepeda Gil – The Conversation: 13 May 2024
In my research, I challenge the assumption that Mexico’s unemployed or out-of-school youth 
are prone to crime. My findings reveal that most of the young men recruited by criminal 
organizations were not idle before their involvement in drug cartels. They were, in fact, working 
in precarious conditions.

https://theconversation.com/mexican-government-failing-to-provide-decent-jobs-for-vulnerable-youth-
leaving-the-door-open-to-cartel-recruitment-229148

For more on this theme:
Flight Attendants Smuggled Millions of Dollars in Fentanyl Cash Proceeds to the 
Dominican Republic
https://insightcrime.org/news/flight-attendants-smuggled-millions-dollars-fentanyl-dominican-republic/

Mexico’s Synthetic Drug Problem is Meth, Not Fentanyl.
https://dbonello.substack.com/p/mexicos-synthetic-drug-problem-is

Italian Police Launch Mass Raid Against ’Ndrangheta Mafia
https://www.barrons.com/news/italian-police-launch-mass-raid-against-ndrangheta-mafia-4444d0ba 

Patrick Winn on the Narco-Economy of Myanmar’s Wa State
https://thediplomat.com/2024/05/patrick-winn-on-the-narco-economy-of-myanmars-wa-state/
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WASTE TRAFFICKING

Southeast Asia: World’s Dumping Ground for Plastic Waste
Gregory McCann – Asia Sentinal: 29 April 2024
In the wake of China’s 2018 ban on plastics recycling, criminal organizations have been illegally 
shipping waste to Southeast Asia, passing through “multiple transit countries” to camouflage 
the origins of the shipments, according to Interpol. 

https://www.asiasentinel.com/p/southeast-asia-dumping-ground-plastic-waste

For more on this theme:
Spanish authorities try to tackle trash trafficking from France
https://www.france24.com/en/tv-shows/focus/20240426-spanish-authorities-try-to-tackle-trash-
trafficking-from-france

BAN warns of an increase in illegal e-waste exports from the U.S. to Malaysia
https://americanrecycler.com/ban-warns-of-an-increase-in-illegal-e-waste-exports-from-the-u-s-to-
malaysia-2/

EU cracks down on waste exports with strict new regulations
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/companies/eu-cracks-down-on-waste-exports-with-strict-new-
regulations/ar-BB1mABu0

TRAFFICKING IN SCARCE OR PROTECTED RESOURCES

Gold mining persists in protected forest, residents say
Radio Free Asia: 15 May 2024
A directive issued by the Cambodian government to crack down on the illegal activity has not 
prevented a Chinese mining company from moving ahead with its project inside a protected 
forest, according to residents and activists.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/cambodia/gold-mining-prey-lang-05152024125035.html

For more on this theme:
Fighting wildlife trafficking online with the new EU Digital Services Act
https://www.ifaw.org/international/journal/fighting-wildlife-cybercrime-eu-digital-services-act

Wildlife traffickers carried on their illegal trade during Covid lockdown — what legal 
traders can learn from their resilience
https://theconversation.com/wildlife-traffickers-carried-on-their-illegal-trade-during-covid-lockdown-
what-legal-traders-can-learn-from-their-resilience-228829

Ghana’s forests are being wiped out: what’s behind this and why attempts to stop it 
aren’t working
https://theconversation.com/ghanas-forests-are-being-wiped-out-whats-behind-this-and-why-attempts-
to-stop-it-arent-working-229739

Protecting wildlife begins with understanding how best to counter wildlife crimes
https://phys.org/news/2024-05-wildlife-counter-crimes.html

Illegal Gold Miners Terrorise South African Communities
https://www.barrons.com/news/illegal-gold-miners-terrorise-south-african-communities-97f89fb4
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY CRIME AND CURRENCY COUNTERFEITING

Faking cash and making cash in the DRC
Oluwole Ojewale – Institute for Security Studies: 22 May 2024
The Democratic Republic of the Congo is an origin, transit and destination country  
for counterfeit currency, most of which is denominated in U.S. dollars.

https://issafrica.org/iss-today/faking-cash-and-making-cash-in-the-drc

For more on this theme:
AI Is Deciphering Your Corporate Trade Secrets
https://www.forbes.com/sites/neilsahota/2024/05/22/ai-is-deciphering-your-corporate-trade-
secrets/?sh=71df1556ad8c

We sued OpenAI to stop its exploitation of our published work
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/opinion/2024/05/137_375096.html

Scammers sell fake makeup, beauty products on dupe websites; some could cause 
health problems
https://abc7chicago.com/post/scammers-sell-fake-makeup-beauty-products-dupe-websites/14863149/

Traditional methods insufficient to control counterfeiting in luxury retail market: Qila
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/cons-products/fashion-/-cosmetics-/-jewellery/
traditional-methods-insufficient-to-control-counterfeiting-in-luxury-retail-market-qila/
articleshow/110297876.cms?from=mdr

Counterfeit drugs posing significant threat to global health – NGO
https://tribuneonlineng.com/counterfeit-drugs-posing-significant-threat-to-global-health-ngo/

HUMAN TRAFFICKING

The impact of conflict on modern slavery and human trafficking in Sudan  
and the region 
Global Partners Governance: 22 May 2024
Because of its geographical location at the heart of a key route from East Africa to North Africa 
and Europe, the country has long been recognized as an origin, transit and destination country 
for victims.

https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/impact-conflict-modern-slavery-and-human-trafficking-sudan-and-
region-enar

For more on this theme:
Scams and trafficking for forced criminality: UNODC establishes emergency response 
network to combat human trafficking in Southeast Asia
https://www.unodc.org/roseap/en/2024/05/emergency-response-network/story.html

Venezuelan Women at Risk From Expanding Trafficking Rings
https://insightcrime.org/news/venezuelan-women-at-risk-from-expanding-trafficking-rings/

Data Privacy, Human Trafficking Risks on the Rise
https://www.insurancejournal.com/magazines/mag-features/2024/05/20/774579.htm

Thailand-Australia centre of excellence to fight human trafficking
https://www.nationthailand.com/news/policy/40038136
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PROGRAM ON CYBER SECURITY STUDIES (PCSS)

INTERNET GOVERNANCE AND ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE REGULATION

Europe sets benchmark for rest of the world with landmark AI laws
Foo Yun Chee and Tassilo Hummel – Reuters: 22 May 2024
Rules on artificial intelligence will enter into force after European Union countries endorsed a 
political deal reached in December, setting a potential global benchmark for a technology used 
in business and everyday life.

https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/eu-countries-back-landmark-artificial-intelligence-
rules-2024-05-21/

For more on this theme:
(U.S., China) China Pushes For Global AI Governance In Talks With U.S.
https://www.forbes.com/sites/johannacostigan/2024/05/20/us-china-dont-agree-on-much-at-ai-talks-
but-share-ai-safety-concerns/?sh=4bc997d06f25

(U.S.) Colorado moves first on AI regulation
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/future-pulse/2024/05/22/colorado-moves-first-on-ai-
regulation-00159318

(U.S.) Harvard Professor Bruce Schneier on AI Regulation and Data Protection 
Policies
https://www.harvardmagazine.com/2024/05/harvard-bruce-schneier-on-ai-regulation

(U.K.) The future of UK AI regulation: more than just a light touch?
https://kennedyslaw.com/en/thought-leadership/article/2024/the-future-of-uk-ai-regulation-more-than-
just-a-light-touch/

	
INTERNET FREEDOM

China censors clip of children dancing to Pink Floyd’s ‘Another Brick in the Wall’
Yitong Wu and Kit Sung – Radio Free Asia: 21 May 2024
The country’s internet censors have deleted a video in which children at a private performing arts 
school in the province of Sichuan dance to British rock band Pink Floyd’s 1979 hit that featured a 
choir of students protesting overbearing authority and “thought control” in education.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/banned-video-of-children-performing-pink-floyd-song-another-
brick-in-the-wall-05212024134548.html

For more on this theme:
(France) French Tiktok ban makes VPN usage soar in New Caledonia
https://www.techradar.com/vpn/french-tiktok-ban-makes-vpn-usage-soar-in-new-caledonia

(North Korea, South Korea) Spy agency seeks to block access to propaganda song 
praising NK leader
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2024/05/103_374453.html

(Africa) 5 African countries with the most expensive internet shutdown in 2024
https://africa.businessinsider.com/local/lifestyle/5-african-countries-with-the-most-expensive-internet-
shutdown-in-2024/9rg03fz
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WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

UK Government ramps up efforts to bridge cybersecurity skills gap
Sofia Villegas – Holyrood: 17 May 2024
It will adopt common standards in new plan to “ensure that employers get the skilled staff  
they need.”

https://www.holyrood.com/news/view,uk-government-ramps-up-efforts-to-bridge-cybersecurity-skills-gap

For more on this theme:
(U.S.) House bill would give CISA millions to diversify cyber workforce
https://cyberscoop.com/house-bill-would-give-cisa-millions-to-diversify-cyber-workforce/

(Europe) Why tech companies are actively hiring neurodivergent people
https://www.euronews.com/next/2024/05/22/why-tech-companies-are-actively-hiring-neurodivergent-people 

(U.S.) VA building out career development portal to boost cyber skills
https://federalnewsnetwork.com/hiring-retention/2024/05/va-building-out-career-development-portal-
to-boost-cyber-skills/

(U.S., Global) How we’re hacking the cybersecurity skills shortage: Strategies for 
attracting and developing top talent
https://www.hrgrapevine.com/us/content/article/2024-05-20-how-were-hacking-the-cybersecurity-skills-
shortage-strategies-for-attracting-developing-top-talent

(Global) Closing the Skills Gap for Women in Cybersecurity
https://www.tripwire.com/state-of-security/closing-skills-gap-women-cybersecurity

CYBER STRATEGY AND WARFARE

Japan, AUKUS and cyberwarfare
William A. Stoltz – The Strategist: 13 May 2024
Cooperating to strengthen cyber defenses and develop offensive cyber weapons must be the first 
priority of any Australia-U.K.-U.S. security pact (AUKUS) collaboration involving Tokyo. Not 
only is this now key to Japan’s security, but also it is a vital precursor before AUKUS can trust 
that deeper involvement by Japan in the defense pact can take place.

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/japan-aukus-and-cyberwarfare/ 

For more on this theme:
(U.S.) US International Cybersecurity Strategy Calls For “Digital Solidarity,” More 
Cyber Assistance to Vulnerable Nations
https://www.cpomagazine.com/cyber-security/us-international-cybersecurity-strategy-calls-for-digital-
solidarity-more-cyber-assistance-to-vulnerable-nations/

(Indonesia) Indonesia courts US tech titans as it pursues digital transformation
https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/indonesian/indonesia-woos-us-big-tech-titans-of-
industry-05222024130345.html

(Australia, New Zealand) Australia and New Zealand need an Anzac cyber incident 
review board
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/australia-and-new-zealand-need-an-anzac-cyber-incident-review-
board/
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STATE-SPONSORED CYBERATTACKS

North Korean hackers use Tornado Cash to launder stolen cryptocurrency
InvestorsObserver: 20 May 2024
A confidential United Nations report recently revealed that The Lazarus Group has been 
transferring thousands of stolen cryptocurrencies back to Pyongyang.

https://www.investorsobserver.com/news/qm-news/6080296309495473

For more on this theme:
(UK, China, Global) China Presents Defining Challenge to Global Cybersecurity,  
Says GCHQ
https://www.infosecurity-magazine.com/news/china-defining-challenge/

(Germany, Russia, China) German digital group reports rise in cyber attacks from 
Russia, China
https://www.yahoo.com/tech/german-digital-group-reports-rise-071350188.html

(China, Taiwan) China’s cyberattacks on Taiwan surge ahead of presidential 
inauguration
https://www.msn.com/en-xl/news/other/chinas-cyberattacks-on-taiwan-surge-ahead-of-presidential-
inauguration/ar-BB1mwaoN

CYBERCRIME

Moroccan cybercrime group impersonates nonprofits and abuses cloud services to 
rake in gift card cash
AJ Vicens – CyberScoop: 23 May 2024
Microsoft researchers say the group, tracked as Storm-0539 or Atlas Lion, targets employees with 
major U.S. retailers who control gift-card operations.

https://cyberscoop.com/moroccan-cybercrime-group-impersonates-nonprofits-and-abuses-cloud-
services-to-rake-in-gift-card-cash/

For more on this theme:
(U.S., Global) BreachForums seized! One of the world’s largest hacking forums is 
taken down by the FBI … again
https://www.tripwire.com/state-of-security/breachforums-seized-one-worlds-largest-hacking-forums-
taken-down-fbi-again

(U.S., Global) U.S. Leads Efforts for Rights-Respecting Global Cybercrime Treaty, 
Ensures Inclusive Negotiations
https://hackernoon.com/us-leads-efforts-for-rights-respecting-global-cybercrime-treaty-ensures-
inclusive-negotiations

(Global) YouTube has become a significant channel for cybercrime
https://www.helpnetsecurity.com/2024/05/21/youtube-phishing/

(Global) How a new wave of deepfake-driven cyber crime targets businesses
https://securityintelligence.com/posts/new-wave-deepfake-cybercrime/
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CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE PROTECTION

Escalating Chinese cyber threats drive US efforts to secure critical infrastructure
SC Media: 23 May 2024
National Cyber Director Harry Coker noted that the United States has intensified defending its 
critical infrastructure amid mounting cyber threats posed by China’s state-sponsored operations, 
including Volt Typhoon, CyberScoop reports.

https://www.scmagazine.com/brief/escalating-chinese-cyber-threats-drive-us-efforts-to-secure-critical-
infrastructure

For more on this theme:
(U.S.) US government boosts protection around water facilities following recent 
cyberattacks
https://www.techradar.com/pro/us-government-boosts-protection-around-water-facilities-following-
recent-cyberattacks

(UK) Wars in Ukraine and Gaza raise UK infrastructure cyber threat level
https://www.newcivilengineer.com/latest/wars-in-ukraine-and-gaza-raise-uk-infrastructure-cyber-threat-
level-20-05-2024/

(U.S.) Army Cyber Command taking key lessons on critical infrastructure defense  
at National Guard exercise
https://defensescoop.com/2024/05/20/cyber-yankee-army-national-guard-lessons-critical-
infrastructure-defense/

RANSOMWARE

Exclusive: UK to propose mandatory reporting for ransomware attacks and licensing 
regime for all payments
Alexander Martin – The Record: 21 May 2024
The proposal would require all victims to report incidents to the government, and then have 
them seek a license before making extortion payments.

https://therecord.media/uk-proposal-mandatory-reporting-ransomware-attacks

For more on this theme:
(Global) Threat actors misusing Quick Assist in social engineering attacks leading  
to ransomware
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/security/blog/2024/05/15/threat-actors-misusing-quick-assist-in-
social-engineering-attacks-leading-to-ransomware/

(U.S., Global) What to do about ransomware payments
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/econographics/what-to-do-about-ransomware-payments/

(U.S.) State and Local Governments Make Progress Against Ransomware
https://statetechmagazine.com/article/2024/05/state-and-local-governments-make-progress-against-
ransomware

(Global) Ikaruz Red Team | Hacktivist Group Leverages Ransomware for Attention  
Not Profit
https://www.sentinelone.com/blog/ikaruz-red-team-hacktivist-group-leverages-ransomware-for-attention-
not-profit/
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PROGRAM ON TERRORISM AND SECURITY STUDIES (PTSS)

TERRORISM AROUND THE WORLD

IS turns to artificial intelligence for advanced propaganda amid territorial defeats
Sirwan Kajjo – Voice of America: 23 May 2024
With major military setbacks in recent years, supporters of the Islamic State group are 
increasingly relying on artificial intelligence (AI) to create online propaganda, experts say.  
A new form broadcasts news bulletins with AI-generated anchors in multiple languages.

https://www.voanews.com/a/is-turns-to-artificial-intelligence-for-advanced-propaganda-amid-territorial-
defeats/7624397.html

For more on this theme:
Terror threat escalates in Afghanistan
https://www.samaa.tv/2087314588-terror-threat-escalates-in-afghanistan

Strange Names in the Village: Online Radicalisation, Social Media Literacy and 
P/CVE in Western Kenya
https://gnet-research.org/2024/05/15/strange-names-in-the-village-online-radicalisation-social-media-
literacy-and-p-cve-in-western-kenya/

Moscow Crocus City Hall Attack and Immigrant Radicalisation: Four Challenges in 
Countering the Islamic State Terror Threat
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2024/05/12/moscow-crocus-city-hall-attack-and-immigrant-radicalisation-
four-challenges-in-countering-the-islamic-state-terror-threat/

Online radicalisation: Risk increasing due to rising internet usage
https://businesspostbd.com/national/online-radicalisation-risk-increasing-due-to-rising-internet-usage

How Authoritarian Oppression Breeds Religious Extremism in Central Asia
https://thediplomat.com/2024/05/how-authoritarian-oppression-breeds-religious-extremism-in-central-asia/

Russia and its New Alliances are Responsible for Emboldening Extremism Across Eurasia
https://providencemag.com/2024/05/russia-and-its-new-alliances-are-responsible-for-emboldening-
extremism-across-eurasia-1/

Concerns over militant group JI’s revival after suspect kills 2 Malaysian policemen
https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/malaysian/fears-jemaah-islamiyah-revival-after-
attack-05172024151155.html

Uganda captures bomb expert of Islamic State-allied rebel group
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/uganda-captures-bomb-expert-islamic-state-allied-rebel-
group-2024-05-19/

Islamic State’s Global Financial Networks: Part II
https://www.hstoday.us/featured/islamic-states-global-financial-networks-part-ii/

ISKP and Digital Propaganda: An Escalating Anti-India Media Warfare.
https://gnet-research.org/2024/05/22/iskp-and-digital-propaganda-an-escalating-anti-india-media-
warfare/

Islamic State group uses ‘da’wah’ to gain support in Mozambique
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/african-news/islamic-state-group-uses-dawah-to-gain-support-in-
mozambique/
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GRAY ZONE DYNAMICS AND INFLUENCE OPERATIONS

Chinese agents highly active in democratic Taiwan, dissidents say
Hsia Hsiao-hwa – Radio Free Asia: 19 May 2024
Guangdong dissident Xiao Yuhui thinks the ruling Chinese Communist Party under Xi Jinping 
is now focusing on “cleaning up” opposition voices overseas, and has spotted people he thinks 
to be agents of Beijing at public events in Taiwan.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/agents-taiwan-dissidents-05172024092537.html

For more on this theme:
China’s ‘virtual invasion’ of India and the cultural genocide of Tibet
https://www.rfa.org/english/commentaries/cina-india-tibet-05182024112139.html

Digital literacy is a national security asset
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/digital-literacy-is-a-national-security-asset/

Russia waging ‘shadow war’ on West, says Estonian prime minister
https://www.breakingnews.ie/world/russia-waging-shadow-war-on-west-says-estonian-prime-
minister-1628683.html

Grey horizons for Beijing’s South China Sea strategy
https://eastasiaforum.org/2024/05/23/grey-horizons-for-beijings-south-china-sea-strategy/

Houthi-style ‘grey zone’ warfare spooks global business
https://www.tradewindsnews.com/insurance/houthi-style-grey-zone-warfare-spooks-global-
business/2-1-1648194

Feature: Tracking China’s balloons over nation
https://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2024/05/18/2003818041

Gen. Mattis on foreign influence operations: The US has never been ‘more vulnerable’
https://defensescoop.com/2024/05/23/gen-mattis-foreign-influence-operations-us-never-been-more-
vulnerable/

TikTok limits state-affiliated media
https://www.nbcnews.com/tech/tech-news/tiktok-limits-state-affiliated-media-rcna153767

Seeing China reds under the beds in the Philippines
https://asiatimes.com/2024/05/seeing-china-reds-under-the-beds-in-the-philippines/

Asfandyar Mir on Balancing Counterterrorism and Strategic Competition
https://www.usip.org/publications/2024/05/asfandyar-mir-balancing-counterterrorism-and-strategic-
competition

Wagner Infiltration of State Security Apparatuses in Africa: Implications for Human 
Rights and the Rule of Law
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/wagner-infiltration-state-security-apparatuses-africa-
implications-human-rights-and-rule

Tracking China’s Moves On Information Warfare – Analysis
https://www.eurasiareview.com/23052024-tracking-chinas-moves-on-information-warfare-analysis/
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Can recognition by European nations bring Palestine closer to statehood?
The New York Times: 24 May 2024
The decision by Ireland, Norway and Spain to recognize a Palestinian state reflects growing 
exasperation with Israel, even from traditional friends, and suggests that international pressure 
on Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu will grow. It does not, however, make it inevitable that 
larger European states will follow suit.

https://www.business-standard.com/external-affairs-defence-security/news/can-recognition-by-
european-nations-bring-palestine-closer-to-statehood-124052400011_1.html

For more on this theme:
Takeaways from AP examination of how 2 debunked accounts of sexual violence  
on Oct. 7 originated
https://apnews.com/article/israel-hamas-gaza-sexual-violence-zaka-a12f75ddecab75989426f4dc249
06ba9

Can Hamas Be Defeated?
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/can-hamas-be-defeated

The Dangers of an Ungovernable Gaza
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/dangers-ungovernable-gaza

A Rafah invasion might kill peace between Israel and Egypt
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/menasource/rafah-egypt-israel-peace-sisi-camp-david/

Experts react: The ICC prosecutor wants Netanyahu and Hamas leaders arrested  
for war crimes. What’s next?
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/experts-react/experts-react-the-icc-prosecutor-
wants-netanyahu-and-hamas-leaders-arrested-for-war-crimes/

“Moderate” Hamas Statements Are an Old Ploy
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/moderate-hamas-statements-are-old-ploy

Hezbollah introduces new weapons and tactics against Israel as war in Gaza drags on
https://apnews.com/article/lebanon-israel-hezbollah-hamas-gaza-drone-missiles-cd9f59ffa7f876aa755
b3c6612246763

Lebanon’s Hezbollah condemns Bahrain move to normalise Israel ties
https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-bahrain-israel-hezbollah-idAFKBN2630R2/

Gaza war: What does victory look like for the US and Israel?
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/5/22/gaza-war-what-does-victory-look-like-for-the-us-and-israel

Norway, Ireland and Spain formally recognize a Palestinian state
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/ireland-recognizes-palestinian-state-norway-spain-israel-hamas-
war-rcna153427

Netanyahu: Europeans’ recognition of a Palestinian state is ‘prize for terrorism’
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2024/05/22/netanyahu-europeans-recognition-of-a-
palestinian-state-would-reward-terror
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For more on this theme: 
How does this end? With Hamas holding firm and fighting back in Gaza, Israel faces 
only bad options

https://apnews.com/article/israel-hamas-war-end-insurgency-0fcb4e20821ba8c0e49edf6571486d3b

ICC prosecutor’s warrant requests for Israel and Hamas leaders ignite debate about 
court’s role
https://apnews.com/article/icc-israel-hamas-gaza-warrants-court-c0509ed7daf21f9cc78ec17b
8e627327

Member of Israel’s War Cabinet says he’ll quit the government June 8 unless there’s 
a new war plan
https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinians-gaza-war-05-18-2024-3ac9d8e59198d5884d0faa664
9a53e4f

Explainer: The ICC and the Israel-Hamas war in Gaza
https://www.voanews.com/a/explainer-the-icc-and-the-israel-hamas-war-in-gaza/7619569.html 

World reacts to court’s request for arrest warrants for Israeli, Hamas leadership
https://www.voanews.com/a/defense-minister-says-israel-committed-to-broadening-rafah-ground-
operation/7619112.html

Egypt changed terms of Gaza ceasefire deal presented to Hamas, surprising 
negotiators, sources say
https://www.cnn.com/2024/05/21/politics/sources-say-they-were-duped-by-egypt-changing-ceasefire-
terms-for-hamas/index.html

Why has an Israel-Hamas ceasefire been so elusive? A timeline of key moments in 
the search for peace
https://theconversation.com/why-has-an-israel-hamas-ceasefire-been-so-elusive-a-timeline-of-key-
moments-in-the-search-for-peace-229801

Hostage families release extended footage of Hamas abduction
https://www.cnn.com/2024/05/22/world/video/hamas-hostage-mother-interview-digvid

The ICC Takes Unprecedented Action with Israel-Hamas Leadership Arrest Warrants
https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/the-icc-takes-unprecedented-action-with-
israel-hamas-leadership-arrest-warrants/
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Defining success in Ukraine
Richard Haass – The Strategist: 20 May 2024
Russia has launched a new offensive that threatens Kharkiv — Ukraine’s second-largest city — and 
is girding for a protracted war after largely reconstituting its forces. So with new aid in hand, what 
should Kyiv and its backers in the West seek to achieve? What should constitute success?

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/defining-success-in-ukraine/

For more on this theme:
The dynamics of the Russia-China partnership
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/the-dynamics-of-the-russia-china-partnership/ 

Chechen leader meets Russia’s Putin, offers more troops for Ukraine
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/chechen-leader-meets-russias-putin-offers-more-troops-
ukraine-2024-05-22/

Putin decree outlines Russian response to any US seizure of frozen assets
https://www.reuters.com/world/putin-decree-outlines-russian-response-any-us-seizure-frozen-
assets-2024-05-23/

Pentagon says Russia launched space weapon in path of US satellite
https://www.yahoo.com/news/pentagon-says-russia-launched-space-104953618.html

Is Putin preparing for nuclear war?
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/is-putin-preparing-for-nuclear-war/

Why Russia Keeps Rattling the Nuclear Saber
https://www.csis.org/analysis/why-russia-keeps-rattling-nuclear-saber 

Shifting Sands Of Global Power: How The Russia-Ukraine War Is Redefining The 
World Order – OpEd
https://www.eurasiareview.com/22052024-shifting-sands-of-global-power-how-the-russia-ukraine-war-
is-redefining-the-world-order-oped/

Oil, gas, and war: The effect of sanctions on the Russian energy industry
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/content-series/russia-tomorrow/oil-gas-and-war/

President Zelenskyy’s term is over but he’s still a legitimate wartime leader
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/president-zelenskyys-term-is-over-but-hes-still-a-
legitimate-wartime-leader/

Singing the Blues: the Baltics and Ukraine
https://cepa.org/article/singing-the-blues-the-baltics-and-ukraine/

Russia’s Military Shaken as Top-Level Purge Unfolds
https://cepa.org/article/russias-military-shaken-as-top-level-purge-unfolds/

Ukraine’s Crime Chroniclers: Keeping the Flame of Justice Alive
https://cepa.org/article/ukraines-crime-chroniclers-keeping-the-flame-of-justice-alive/

Russia Transmits Love Beams to Post-Raisi Iran
https://cepa.org/article/russia-transmits-love-beams-to-post-raisi-iran/
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For more on this theme:
Putin’s foot soldier in New York: How Vassily Nebenzia fought on after Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/putin-s-foot-soldier-new-york-how-vassily-nebenzia-fought-
after-russia-s-invasion

Putin Renews His Signal on Ukraine: Readiness for a Long War
https://www.usip.org/publications/2024/05/putin-renews-his-signal-ukraine-readiness-long-war

Xi and Putin Strengthen Strategic Ties, Spurn U.S. Leadership
https://www.usip.org/publications/2024/05/xi-and-putin-strengthen-strategic-ties-spurn-us-leadership

The Kremlin Is Redistributing Property in the Loyalists’ Interest
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/kremlin-redistributing-property-loyalists-interest

Grain Becoming Russia’s Tacit Weapon in Confrontation With the West
https://jamestown.org/program/grain-becoming-russias-tacit-weapon-in-confrontation-with-the-west/

Despite Disowning Plan, Moscow Sends Clear Message of Intentions With Baltic Borders
https://jamestown.org/program/despite-disowning-plan-moscow-sends-clear-message-of-intentions-with-
baltic-borders/

Georgia Stands at Crossroads Between Autocratic Russia and Democratic West
https://jamestown.org/program/georgia-stands-at-crossroads-between-autocratic-russia-and-democratic-west/

Cossacks Provide a Source of Strength for Ukraine
https://jamestown.org/program/cossacks-as-source-of-strength-for-ukraine/

‘Long War’ Drives Putin’s Cadre Reshuffling
https://jamestown.org/program/long-war-drives-putins-cadre-reshuffling/

Ukraine’s divisive mobilization law comes into force as a new Russian push strains 
front-line troops
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-war-mobilization-kharkiv-599753d08518b46e22bf38d136
0cce86

How is China supporting Russia after it was sanctioned for Ukraine war?
https://www.bbc.com/news/60571253

Billions from Russia’s frozen assets will go to help Ukraine’s military, the EU says
https://www.npr.org/2024/05/22/1252872978/russia-assets-aid-ukraine-eu-war-sanctions

On GPS: Can Ukraine hold out against Russia?
https://www.cnn.com/videos/world/2024/05/19/gps-0519-david-petraeus-on-ukraine.cnn

Pentagon vows to keep weapons moving to Ukraine as Kyiv faces a renewed assault 
by Russia
https://apnews.com/article/ukraine-russia-us-weapons-aid-pentagon-austin-94b531ba2569c560ab35
d47fd8eaba16

What Impact Will Russia’s New Defense Minister Have in Ukraine?
https://carnegieendowment.org/podcasts/carnegie-politika-podcast/russia-defense-minister-
ukraine?lang=en&center=russia-eurasia
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For more on this theme: 
UK says China is supplying ‘lethal aid’ to Russia for use in Ukraine
https://www.voanews.com/a/uk-says-china-is-supplying-lethal-aid-to-russia-for-use-in-ukraine/7622961.html

DOD: Russia’s use of Starlink will be a ‘continuous problem’ in Ukraine
https://www.defenseone.com/threats/2024/05/defense-department-russias-use-starlink-will-be-
continuous-problem/396759/

Ukraine Symposium – Russia’s Use of Riot Control Agents in Ukraine
https://lieber.westpoint.edu/russias-use-riot-control-agents-ukraine/

Russian Gains, U.S. Aid, Kremlin Shakeup: State of the Ukraine War
https://www.thecipherbrief.com/russian-gains-u-s-aid-kremlin-shakeup-state-of-the-ukraine-war

Russia should pay for Ukraine — but using frozen assets won’t be easy
https://www.politico.eu/article/russia-pay-ukraine-frozen-assets-united-states-europe-deal/

Should Ukraine attack Russian territory with western weapons? The debate in Nato  
is shifting
https://theconversation.com/should-ukraine-attack-russian-territory-with-western-weapons-the-debate-
in-nato-is-shifting-230568

Why Vladimir Putin seems stronger now than he was a year ago
https://theconversation.com/why-vladimir-putin-seems-stronger-now-than-he-was-a-year-ago-230362

Ukraine Orders Release Of First Prisoners For Military Service
https://www.barrons.com/news/ukraine-orders-release-of-first-prisoners-for-military-service-9b0c1f9c

Brass Tacks: Why Russia’s Military Fails To Reform – Analysis
https://www.eurasiareview.com/21052024-brass-tacks-why-russias-military-fails-to-reform-analysis/
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