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COUNTERING TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED CRIME (CTOC) 

ORGANIZED CRIME AROUND THE WORLD

The Generals’ Labyrinth: Crime and the Military in Mexico
International Crisis Group: 24 May 2024
Mexico’s outgoing president has deployed more soldiers than ever to fight crime. But levels of 
violence remain high. His successor should set limits to the military’s role in public safety while 
working to sever state officials’ ties to criminals and allow better civilian law enforcement.

https://www.crisisgroup.org/latin-america-caribbean/mexico/106-generals-labyrinth-crime-and-military-
mexico

For more on this theme:
Post-insurgencies and Criminal Subcultures: The influence of Colombian organized 
crime in Ecuador’s Armed Conflict
https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/post-insurgencies-and-criminal-subcultures-influence-colombian-
organized-crime-ecuadors 

Milei’s Economic, Security Policies At Odds in Rosario, Argentina
https://insightcrime.org/news/milei-economic-security-policies-rosario-argentina/

Transnational serious and organised crime: we need a white paper
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/transnational-serious-and-organised-crime-we-need-a-white-paper/

Saudi institute gears up to tackle organized crime
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2510951/saudi-arabia

CONSTRUCTION FRAUD AND ORGANIZED PROPERTY CRIME

Debt, suicide, fraud: South Koreans hit by real estate scams
Agence France-Presse: 27 May 2024
South Korea’s rental housing market features a unique system known as “jeonse” in which tenants 
pay huge deposits — sometimes hundreds of thousands of dollars — then get to live rent-free for 
years before getting all their money back when they move out. The idea is that landlords get access 
to interest-free cash for speculation, and tenants get free housing, with the property as collateral.

https://www.zawya.com/en/business/real-estate/debt-suicide-fraud-south-koreans-hit-by-real-estate-
scams-qhiyy9w9

For more on this theme:
Top Crypto Scammers Managed to Sell Dubai Properties After Being Charged
https://www.occrp.org/en/dubai-unlocked/top-crypto-scammers-managed-to-sell-dubai-properties-after-
being-charged

Growing contractor fraud impacts US homeowners insurance premiums and causes 
billions in loss: CAIF
https://www.reinsurancene.ws/growing-contractor-fraud-impacts-us-homeowners-insurance-premiums-
and-causes-billions-in-loss-caif/

Mysterious Wealth: Tajikistan PM’s Wife Bought Luxury Dubai Properties
https://www.occrp.org/en/37-ccblog/ccblog/18747-mysterious-wealth-tajikistan-pms-wife-bought-
luxury-dubai-properties
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CORRUPTION

Reveal party funding before elections, says European anti-corruption chief
Lisa O’Carroll – The Guardian: 30 May 2024
Political parties across Europe, including in the United Kingdom, should be forced to publish 
the names of their private funders before elections, not after, the president of the Council of 
Europe’s anti-corruption body has said.

https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/may/30/reveal-party-funding-before-elections-says-
european-anti-corruption-chief

For more on this theme:
Corrupt Politicians Work Less but Support Regime More
https://politicalsciencenow.com/corrupt-politicians-work-less-but-support-regime-more/

Ukraine anti-corruption agency probes suspected leak
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ukraine-anti-corruption-agency-probes-suspected-
leak-2024-05-24/

Narantsogt Sanjaa on Anti-Corruption and Mongolia’s Sovereign Wealth Fund
https://thediplomat.com/2024/05/narantsogt-sanjaa-on-anti-corruption-and-mongolias-sovereign-
wealth-fund/

Youth from South-Eastern Europe develop policy recommendations on organized 
crime and corruption prevention in OSCE-facilitated Youth Forum
https://www.osce.org/oceea/569346

DRUG TRAFFICKING

Fishing Boats and Cargo Ships: How Colombian Cocaine Travels the World
Cuestión Pública, OCCRP, and Berlingske: 29 May 2024
Official statistics on busts of drug shipments originating in Colombia — the world’s largest 
cocaine producer by far — are scattershot and hard to find. A leak of prosecutor’s office 
documents helped reporters fill in some gaps.

https://www.occrp.org/en/narcofiles-the-new-criminal-order/fishing-boats-and-cargo-ships-how-
colombian-cocaine-travels-the-world

For more on this theme:
Cocaine Trade ... A Threat to West Africa
https://english.aawsat.com/features/5011466-cocaine-trade-threat-west-africa

The DEA’s crusade against the Sinaloa and Jalisco cartels: ‘The most dangerous and 
deadly drug crisis the US has ever faced’
https://english.elpais.com/international/2024-05-10/the-deas-crusade-against-the-sinaloa-and-jalisco-
cartels-the-most-dangerous-and-deadly-drug-crisis-the-us-has-ever-faced.html

Mexican cartels wiped out competition in US fentanyl market: DEA
https://www.kxan.com/news/national-news/mexican-cartels-wiped-out-competition-in-us-fentanyl-
market-dea/ 

Perspective: Turkiye Forges New Routes for Latin American Cocaine Destined for Europe
https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/perspective-turkiye-forges-new-routes-latin-american-cocaine-
destined-europe
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CYBERCRIME (FRAUD, EXPLOITATION, ETC.) 

Chinese national charged with operating ‘world’s largest botnet’ linked to billions  
in cybercrimes
Thao Nguyen – USA Today: 29 May 2024
YunHe Wang was arrested and charged with creating a massive network of hijacked computer 
devices, also known as a “botnet,” that was used to conduct cyberattacks, fraud, child 
exploitation, bomb threats and export violations. He administered the botnet through about 
150 servers worldwide from 2014 to 2022, according to his indictment.

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2024/05/29/botnet-chinese-national-arrest-justice-
department/73899904007/

For more on this theme:
Moroccan Cybercrime Group Steals Up to $100K Daily Through Gift Card Fraud
https://thehackernews.com/2024/05/moroccan-cybercrime-group-steals-up-to.html

Alleged Russian cybercriminal faces US fraud charges
https://www.scmagazine.com/brief/alleged-russian-cybercriminal-faces-us-fraud-charges

Generative AI fuels new wave of fraud: A growing concern for 2024
https://www.edgemiddleeast.com/security/generative-ai-fuels-new-wave-of-fraud-a-growing-concern-for-2024

Tinder Swindler: How ‘romance fraud’ became a multi-billion dollar cybercrime
https://europeansting.com/2024/05/24/tinder-swindler-how-romance-fraud-became-a-multi-billion-
dollar-cybercrime/

TRAFFICKING IN SCARCE OR PROTECTED RESOURCES

The Dragons of Chocó: Illegal Gold Mining in Colombia’s Rivers
Charlotte Newell and Juan Diego Cárdenas – InSight Crime: 23 May 2024
The process of mining gold has had devastating environmental impacts in the department  
of Chocó, on Colombia’s Pacific coast. Record-high international gold prices over the last five 
years have spurred a rush in Chocó’s southern mining regions. Behind the large-scale illegal gold 
mining are criminal groups that fight each other for control of the region.

https://insightcrime.org/news/dragons-choco-illegal-gold-mining-colombias-rivers/

For more on this theme:
AU ban on gruesome donkey skin trade is a game-changer
https://issafrica.org/iss-today/au-ban-on-gruesome-donkey-skin-trade-is-a-game-changer

Guidelines for Addressing Disease Risks in Wildlife Trade
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/guidelines-addressing-disease-risks-wildlife-trade

Inside the illicit trade of exotic animals from Myanmar to India
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/inside-the-illicit-trade-of-exotic-animals-from-
myanmar-to-india/articleshow/110425853.cms?from=mdr

Wildlife Crimes Undermine Capacity To Mitigate Climate Change: UNODC
https://thefrontiermanipur.com/wildlife-crimes-undermine-capacity-to-mitigate-climate-change-unodc/
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY CRIME AND CURRENCY COUNTERFEITING

African states meet to tackle illicit cross-border trade
Minah Mahero – The Star: 28 May 2024
Increased trade in counterfeit goods is leading to revenue loss running into billions of shillings 
across Africa. According to the 2020 Anti-Counterfeit Authority intellectual property report, 
Kenya alone loses close to 800 billion shillings annually to illicit trade. And the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime, in 2023, warned that counterfeit drugs are to be blamed for the 
deaths of nearly 500,000 people annually in Africa.

https://www.the-star.co.ke/business/africa/2024-05-28-african-states-meet-to-tackle-illicit-cross-
border-trade/

For more on this theme:
New anti-counterfeit technique packs two light-reactive images into one material
https://phys.org/news/2024-05-anti-counterfeit-technique-reactive-images.html

Forget Counterfeits. Fashion Designers Now Face A New Threat: Deepfakes
https://www.forbes.com/sites/cyrusfarivar/2024/05/28/forget-counterfeits-fashion-designers-now-face-
a-new-threat-deepfakes/?sh=2fe22ca72f93

China says it will use more tech to clamp down on online counterfeits
https://www.techradar.com/pro/china-says-it-will-use-more-tech-to-clamp-down-on-online-counterfeits

Counterfeit coins ‘detected more easily’ using image-mining
https://www.securingindustry.com/security-documents-and-it/counterfeit-coins-detected-more-easily-
using-image-mining/s110/a16078/

HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Human smuggling and trafficking in North Africa and the Sahel
Flore Berger – Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime: 30 May 2024
North Africa and the Sahel have been increasingly important regions for migrant movement, 
human smuggling and human trafficking since the late 1990s, comprising key corridors for 
migrants from Sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia and the Middle East transiting towards Europe, 
as well as important origin countries in their own right.

https://globalinitiative.net/analysis/human-smuggling-and-trafficking-in-the-sahel-2024/

For more on this theme:
National referral mechanism launched to protect human trafficking victims
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/national-referral-mechanism-launched-protect-human-trafficking-
victims-856961

Why the BBC could track down a people-smuggling kingpin before the police
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c2qv0grgy7yo

Human trafficking for organ trade; racket that needs to be uprooted leaving  
no links behind
https://keralakaumudi.com/en/news/news.php?id=1310404

Uganda repatriates human trafficking victims from Myanmar
https://www.pulse.ug/news/uganda-repatriates-human-trafficking-victims-from-myanmar/ltmgvkg
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PROGRAM ON CYBER SECURITY STUDIES (PCSS)

INTERNET GOVERNANCE AND ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE REGULATION

Why regulating AI can be surprisingly straightforward, when teamed with eternal 
vigilance
Rahul Tongia – World Economic Forum: 28 May 2024
Artificial intelligence (AI) is unlikely to destroy humanity, but it is already creating societal 
upheavals across industry, government, education and the creative arts. “Deepfakes” are being 
blamed for phony political media. AI has arrived and needs regulation, but regulating it is 
difficult because, like many technologies, it is neither inherently good nor bad. 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2024/05/why-regulating-ai-can-be-surprisingly-straightforward-
providing-you-have-eternal-vigilance/

	
For more on this theme:
(U.S.) Opinion: AI and privacy rules meant for Big Tech could hurt small businesses most
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2024-05-20/privacy-ai-regulation-big-tech-small-businesses

(Global) AI Space Race: Regulations Required  
https://cepa.org/article/ai-space-race-regulations-required/

(Global) The Seoul AI summit should put local capacity at the heart of AI for 
international development
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2024/05/seoul-ai-summit-should-put-local-capacity-heart-ai-
international-development

	
INTERNET FREEDOM

China’s Digital Silk Road exports internet technology, controls
Lin Yang – Voice of America: 28 May 2024
A Chinese initiative known as the “Digital Silk Road” is helping Southeast Asian nations 
modernize their digital landscapes. But rights groups say Beijing is also exporting its model of 
authoritarian governance of the internet through censorship, surveillance and controls.

https://www.voanews.com/a/china-s-digital-silk-road-exports-internet-technology-controls/7626266.html

For more on this theme:
(Madagascar) Madagascar: Malagasy Internet Users Are Heavily Impacted By the 
Introduction of a New Pricing System That Hinders the Development of the Country’s 
Digital Economy and Restricts Freedom of Expression.
https://allafrica.com/stories/202405220363.html

(Russia) Civil society groups ask YouTube and Google to ‘stop helping Russian 
censorship’
https://meduza.io/en/news/2024/05/28/civil-society-groups-ask-youtube-and-google-to-stop-helping-
russian-censorship

(China) ‘China’s Kim Kardashian’ banned from social media for flaunting his wealth
https://www.indiatoday.in/amp/trending-news/story/chinas-kim-kardashian-banned-from-social-media-
for-flaunting-his-wealth-2544970-2024-05-28
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WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

Cyber talent gap widens: Can we plug the leak before it’s too late?
Devdiscourse – 21 May 2024
The world faces a critical shortage of cybersecurity professionals — a major impediment to 
achieving cyber resilience, the ability to withstand and recover from cyberattacks. This shortage 
is particularly acute in developing countries, where the demand for cybersecurity talent is 
outpacing the supply at an alarming rate.

https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/technology/2944839-cyber-talent-gap-widens-can-we-plug-the-
leak-before-its-too-late

	
For more on this theme:
(Global) Tech skills gap heightens cybersecurity concerns
https://www.hcamag.com/ca/specialization/hr-technology/tech-skills-gap-heightens-cybersecurity-
concerns/490308

(Australia) Will Australia Ever Dig Itself Out of the Cybersecurity Skills Shortage?
https://www.techrepublic.com/article/cybersecurity-skills-shortage/

(Global) Why cyber security professionals have the toughest job in modern business
https://www.itweb.co.za/article/why-cyber-security-professionals-have-the-toughest-job-in-modern-
business/rW1xLv5nZ9z7Rk6m

CYBER STRATEGY AND WARFARE

Mexico’s National Cybersecurity Policy: Progress Has Stalled Under AMLO
Joe Devanny and Russell Buchan – Carnegie: 28 May 2024
Mexico’s cyber policy has suffered from a lack of political prioritization under President Andrés 
Manuel López Obrador. Without greater interest from his successor, there are few prospects for 
reform and progress in Mexico’s response to cyber threats.

https://carnegieeurope.eu/research/2024/05/mexicos-national-cybersecurity-policy-progress-has-
stalled-under-amlo

For more on this theme:
(U.S.) The United States’ International Cyberspace and Digital Policy Strategy
https://www.oodaloop.com/archive/2024/05/21/the-united-states-international-cyberspace-and-digital-
policy-strategy/

(Global) The Digital Battleground: Navigating the Evolution of Cyber Warfare
https://www.indiandefencereview.com/news/the-digital-battleground-navigating-the-evolution-of-cyber-
warfare/

(Lagos) Lagos Launches Cybersecurity Initiative, Plans Innovation Bill To Protect 
Digital Infrastructure
https://www.arise.tv/lagos-launches-cybersecurity-initiative-plans-innovation-bill-to-protect-digital-
infrastructure/

(Global) Countermeasures in international law and their role in cyberspace
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2024/05/countermeasures-international-law-and-their-role-cyberspace

(Canada) Remote Work, Aging Tech Targeted by Canada Cybersecurity Plan
https://www.insurancejournal.com/news/international/2024/05/24/775755.htm
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STATE-SPONSORED CYBERATTACKS

The state of cybersecurity: AI and geopolitics mean a bigger threat than ever
Stu Robarts – Verdict: 21 May 2024
Perpetrators are using artificial intelligence to facilitate cyberattacks, while attacks themselves are 
being used to sow geopolitical discord.

https://www.verdict.co.uk/the-state-of-cybersecurity-ai-and-geopolitics-mean-a-bigger-threat-than-ever/

For more on this theme:
(Canada) Canada joins international partners in addressing cyber security threats  
to civil society
https://www.thelawyermag.com/au/news/general/canada-joins-international-partners-in-addressing-
cyber-security-threats-to-civil-society/490151

(New Zealand, China) New Zealand joins US and UK in accusing China of cyber 
attacks
https://www.msn.com/en-za/news/other/new-zealand-joins-us-and-uk-in-accusing-china-of-cyber-
attacks/ar-BB1kwVza

(Germany, Russia) Germany’s Declaration: Intolerable Cyberattacks by Russia Spark 
Warning of Consequences	
https://theowp.org/germanys-declaration-intolerable-cyberattacks-by-russia-spark-warning-of-
consequences/

CYBERCRIME

How the Internet of Things (IoT) became a dark web target – and what to do about it
Antoinette Hodes – World Economic Forum: 17 May 2024
The many interconnected devices that use the internet have become an attractive target for 
cybercriminals operating out of the dark web. A weak link such as a compromised device can 
jeopardize an entire network’s security. 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2024/05/internet-of-things-dark-web-strategy-supply-value-chain/

For more on this theme:
(U.S., Global) First LockBit, now BreachForums: Are cops winning the war or just  
a few battles?
https://www.theregister.com/2024/05/17/cops_crime_winning/

(Global) Cybercrime goes corporate — there are ways to protect your company
https://www.msn.com/en-za/news/other/cybercrime-goes-corporate-there-are-ways-to-protect-your-
company/ar-BB1ncNX5

(Europe) Mastercard Opens Center to Combat Cybercrime in Europe
https://www.pymnts.com/fraud-prevention/2024/mastercard-opens-center-to-combat-cybercrime-in-
europe/

(Global) 6 Facts About How Interpol Fights Cybercrime
https://www.darkreading.com/cyberattacks-data-breaches/5-facts-about-how-interpol-fights-cybercrime
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CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE PROTECTION

EU Is Tightening Cybersecurity for Energy Providers
Josh Breaker-Rolfe – TripWire: 29 May 2024
The European Commission has adopted new cybersecurity rules — the EU network code on 
cybersecurity for the electricity sector — to “establish a recurrent process of cybersecurity risk 
assessments in the electricity sector.” If you’re a cybersecurity professional, this news is cause  
for celebration; if you’re an electricity provider, maybe not so much.

https://www.tripwire.com/state-of-security/eu-tightening-cybersecurity-energy-providers

For more on this theme:
(Switzerland) Swiss seek mandatory reporting of cyberattacks on key infrastructure
https://www.reuters.com/technology/swiss-seek-mandatory-reporting-cyberattacks-key-
infrastructure-2022-12-02/ 

(Japan, Global) Hijack of monitoring devices highlights cyber threat to solar power 
infrastructure
https://www.csoonline.com/article/2119281/hijack-of-monitoring-devices-highlights-cyber-threat-to-
solar-power-infrastructure.html

(Global) IMF Warns Cyber Attacks Threaten Global Financial Stability
https://www.digitalinformationworld.com/2024/05/imf-warns-cyber-attacks-threaten-global.html

(U.S.) 87 Percent of US Critical Infrastructure Organizations Concerned About  
AI-Powered Cyberthreats
https://securitytoday.com/Articles/2024/05/30/87-Percent-of-US-Critical-Infrastructure-Organizations-
Concerned-About-AIPowered-Cyberthreats.aspx

RANSOMWARE

Hacktivists turn to ransomware in attacks on Philippines government
James Reddick – The Record: 21 May 2024
Hackers are  launching attacks on critical infrastructure in the Philippines, part of a trend 
among politically motivated groups trying to disrupt life in the Southeast Asian nation.

https://therecord.media/philippines-hacktivist-groups-leaked-versions-ransomware

For more on this theme:
(Global) To pay or not to pay? Negotiating in the age of ransomware
https://www.securitymagazine.com/articles/100670-to-pay-or-not-to-pay-negotiating-in-the-age-of-
ransomware  

(Global) Black Basta Ransomware Struck More Than 500 Organizations Worldwide
https://www.techrepublic.com/article/black-basta-ransomware-attack/

(Global) Ransomware fallout: 94% experience downtime, 40% face work stoppage
https://www.helpnetsecurity.com/2024/05/23/ransomware-attacks-data-exfiltration/

(North Korea) North Korea building cash reserves using ransomware, video games
https://www.theregister.com/2024/05/29/north_korea_using_ransomware_and/
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PROGRAM ON TERRORISM AND SECURITY STUDIES (PTSS)

TERRORISM AROUND THE WORLD

Remember al-Qaeda? The danger hasn’t gone away
Kalicharan Veera Singam – The Interpreter: 27 May 2024
Deadly Islamic State (IS) group attacks this year in Iran and Russia leave little doubt about 
the group’s efforts at revival. The IS is now expanding in the Middle East, Central Asia and 
large parts of Africa, amid warnings it may even target the United States directly in the coming 
months. But it’s not just the IS. Al-Qaida, its rival terrorist organization, is better positioned to 
make a violent comeback.

https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/remember-al-qaeda-danger-hasn-t-gone-away

For more on this theme:
Al Qaeda: Background, Current Status, And US Policy – Analysis
https://www.eurasiareview.com/21052024-al-qaeda-background-current-status-and-us-policy-analysis/

Al-Qaeda continues to pose threat to US: Miller
https://amu.tv/98928/

Navigating Resurgent Terror Threat In Afghanistan – OpEd
https://www.eurasiareview.com/22052024-navigating-resurgent-terror-threat-in-afghanistan-oped/

How climate crisis fuels Al-Shabaab insurgency in Somalia
https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/news/how-climate-crisis-fuels-al-shabaab-insurgency-in-
somalia-4626650

Hundreds of hostages, mostly women and children, are rescued from Boko Haram 
extremists in Nigeria
https://apnews.com/article/nigeria-army-borno-bokoharam-hostages-1db16255ae9ed4d4abd99bf354
78cf9d#

The Hunt: The death of Iran’s president may lead to more state-sponsored terrorism
https://wtop.com/j-j-green-national/2024/05/the-hunt-the-death-of-irans-president-may-lead-to-more-
state-sponsored-terrorism/

The Rise of Monero in Terrorist Financing
https://greydynamics.com/the-rise-of-monero-in-terrorist-financing/

Curbing The Surging Scourge Of Terrorism In Africa
https://leadership.ng/curbing-the-surging-scourge-of-terrorism-in-africa/

Pakistan facing surge in terrorism from Afghanistan: ISPR
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1192258-pakistan-facing-surge-in-terrorism-from-afghanistan-ispr

Expert underlines need of multilateralism and co-operation to fight global terrorism
https://www.gulf-times.com/article/683050/qatar/expert-underlines-need-of-multilateralism-and-co-
operation-to-fight-global-terrorism

The Rising Menace Of ISKP: A Ticking Time Bomb For Regional Peace – OpEd
https://www.eurasiareview.com/22052024-the-rising-menace-of-iskp-a-ticking-time-bomb-for-regional-
peace-oped/
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TERRORISM AROUND THE WORLD

For more on this theme:
Central Asian Security Assessment: Regional Cooperation Against Cyber-Based 
Radicalisation
https://www.specialeurasia.com/2024/05/22/central-asian-security-cyber/

Youth radicalisation, violent extremism can be countered if African govts care – 
experts
https://www.newtimes.co.rw/article/17029/news/security/youth-radicalisation-violent-extremism-can-be-
countered-if-african-govts-care-experts

Indian Agencies To Study Counter-Radicalisation Methods Practised by Indonesia 
and Malaysia
https://www.news18.com/india/indian-agencies-to-study-counter-radicalisation-methods-practised-by-
indonesia-and-malaysia-8901040.html

Counter-terrorism expert warns about how Aussie teens are being radicalised by 
terrorist recruiters
https://9now.nine.com.au/a-current-affair/counterterrorism-expert-reveals-how-aussie-teens-are-being-
radicalised-by-terrorist-recruiters/91dbae4e-495f-44de-82d0-077ab078e692

Why Sri Lanka Should Take Islamist Radicalization More Seriously
https://thediplomat.com/2024/05/why-sri-lanka-should-take-islamist-radicalization-more-seriously/

From Tajikistan to Moscow and Iran: Mapping the Local and Transnational Threat of 
Islamic State Khorasan
https://ctc.westpoint.edu/from-tajikistan-to-moscow-and-iran-mapping-the-local-and-transnational-
threat-of-islamic-state-khorasan/

IntelBrief: Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula Ramps Up its Anti-Western Propaganda 
Campaign
https://thesoufancenter.org/intelbrief-2024-may-28/

The Islamic State And Russia – Analysis
https://www.eurasiareview.com/30052024-the-islamic-state-and-russia-analysis/

Battling Boko Haram Factions May Hinder Islamic State Group’s Plans
https://www.eurasiareview.com/29052024-battling-boko-haram-factions-may-hinder-islamic-state-
groups-plans/

Brief: Three Years After Death of Shekau, Boko Haram Appears to Gain on ISWAP 
Under Leadership of Bakura
https://jamestown.org/program/brief-three-years-after-death-of-shekau-boko-haram-appears-to-gain-on-
iswap-under-leadership-of-bakura/

TTP’s Killing of Chinese Citizens in Pakistan Presents Afghan Taliban with Dangerous 
Dilemma
https://jamestown.org/program/ttps-killing-of-chinese-citizens-in-pakistan-presents-afghan-taliban-with-
dangerous-dilemma/

Islamic State Central Africa Wilayat (ISCAP) and the growing threat in Central Africa
https://www.specialeurasia.com/2024/05/30/iscap-central-africa/
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GRAY ZONE DYNAMICS AND INFLUENCE OPERATIONS

Russian Information And Psychological Warfare In Crimea Crisis – OpEd
Bushra Ali – EurAsia Review: 30 May 2024
Unlike traditional warfare, modern warfare is a war of cyberspace. The annexation of Crimea 
showcased the multifaceted strategies employed in modern conflicts. Russia’s use of information 
and psychological operations played an important role in its military success.

https://www.eurasiareview.com/30052024-russian-information-and-psychological-warfare-in-crimea-
crisis-oped/

For more on this theme:
EU Parliament member suspected of being paid to promote Russian propaganda
https://therecord.media/eu-parliament-member-paid-propaganda

Between Russia and the EU: Europe’s Arc of Instability
https://carnegieeurope.eu/research/2024/05/bosnia-moldova-armenia-between-russia-eu?lang=en

How Is China’s Economic Transition Affecting Its Relations With Africa?
https://carnegieeurope.eu/research/2024/05/how-is-chinas-economic-transition-affecting-its-relations-
with-africa?lang=en

The GCC’s Multipolar Pivot: From Shifting Trade Patterns to New Financial and 
Diplomatic Alliances
https://carnegieeurope.eu/research/2024/05/the-gccs-multipolar-pivot-from-shifting-trade-patterns-to-
new-financial-and-diplomatic-alliances?lang=en

China’s failed information offensive in Fiji
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/chinas-failed-information-offensive-in-fiji/

O-RAN is overhyped as avoiding Chinese 5G influence
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/o-ran-is-overhyped-as-avoiding-chinese-5g-influence/

IntelBrief: The U.S. and the Philippines Strengthen Ties as a Bulwark to Counter 
China
https://thesoufancenter.org/intelbrief-2024-may-30/

Digital deceptions: How a European Democracy Shield can help tackle Russian 
disinformation
https://ecfr.eu/article/digital-deceptions-how-a-european-democracy-shield-can-help-tackle-russian-
disinformation/

In a first, OpenAI removes influence operations tied to Russia, China and Israel
https://www.npr.org/2024/05/30/g-s1-1670/openai-influence-operations-china-russia-israel

TikTok says it disrupted 15 influence operations this year — including one from 
China
https://www.nbcnews.com/tech/tech-news/tiktok-says-disrupted-15-influence-operations-year-one-
china-rcna153831

Examining the Shadow War: Russia’s Influence Tactics and Warfare Strategies 
Unveiled
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/examining-the-shadow-war-russias-influence-tactics-and-
warfare-strategies-unveiled/ar-BB1n3Gr2
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ISRAEL/HAMAS/IRAN

Israeli official expects war with Hamas to last until year’s end
Voice of America: 29 May 2024
Israeli national security advisor Tzachi Hanegbi told Israeli public radio that he expected Israel’s 
war against Hamas in the Gaza Strip to last through the end of the year, amid continued calls 
for a cease-fire. 

https://www.voanews.com/a/israeli-troops-killed-amid-rafah-fighting-as-humanitarian-groups-urge-gaza-
cease-fire/7633214.html

For more on this theme:
Israeli tanks reach central Rafah as strikes continue
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c722ep99173o

The ICJ and ICC put Israel on notice but cannot stop the war
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2024/05/icj-and-icc-put-israel-notice-cannot-stop-war

The Inevitable Role of Clans in Post-Conflict Stabilization in Gaza
https://warontherocks.com/2024/05/the-inevitable-role-of-clans-in-post-conflict-stabilization-in-gaza/

Israeli Views of the Israel-Hamas War
https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2024/05/30/israeli-views-of-the-israel-hamas-war/

Hamas says it is ready for a ‘complete agreement’ if Israel stops war
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/hamas-ready-reach-complete-agreement-including-
hostagesprisoners-exchange-deal-2024-05-30/

The Gaza War Is Eroding Egypt-Israel Relations
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/gaza-war-eroding-egypt-israel-relations

King Abdullah Of Jordan Caught Between A Rock And A Hard Place – Analysis
https://www.eurasiareview.com/30052024-king-abdullah-of-jordan-caught-between-a-rock-and-a-hard-
place-analysis/

To avoid war, Israel and Hezbollah shift their red lines. But war heats up.
https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Middle-East/2024/0528/gaza-israel-hezbollah-lebanon-rockets
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RUSSIA/UKRAINE

Russian False Narratives About Ukraine in the West
Dennis Soltys – Australian Institute of International Affairs: 30 May 2024
Russian imperialist governments and public agencies have for centuries promoted false 
narratives about Ukraine both to the domestic audience in Russia and abroad. There remains 
a consistent effort to marginalize Ukraine and Ukrainians, and to deny them a distinct identity 
and agency.

https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/russian-false-narratives-about-ukraine-in-the-west/

For more on this theme:
Historical Significance of Zelensky’s Presidency So Far
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/historical-significance-zelenskys-presidency-so-far 

How Ukraine Can Do More With Less
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/ukraine/how-ukraine-can-do-more-less 

Exclusive: Putin wants Ukraine ceasefire on current frontlines
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/putin-wants-ukraine-ceasefire-current-frontlines-sources-
say-2024-05-24/

Baltic officials say they could send troops to Ukraine without waiting for NATO if 
Russia scores a breakthrough: report
https://ca.news.yahoo.com/baltic-officials-said-could-send-071820600.html

Image shows a 7-layer defensive line planned for the border between NATO  
and Russia
https://www.businessinsider.com/image-planned-7-layer-defensive-border-between-nato-and-
russia-2024-5

Putin Signs Decree Allowing For Use Of U.S. Assets To Compensate For Russian 
Property Seized By Washington
https://www.rferl.org/a/putin-signs-decree-allowing-to-confiscate-united-states-property-and-assets-in-
russia/32960892.html

Think tank close to Kremlin says Russia should consider a ‘demonstrative’ nuclear 
explosion
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/think-tank-close-kremlin-says-russia-should-consider-
demonstrative-nuclear-2024-05-29/

France and Germany say Ukraine should be able to use their weapons to strike  
inside Russia
https://www.cnn.com/2024/05/28/europe/ukraine-french-weapons-russia-macron-intl-hnk-ml/index.html

Putin warns West not to let Ukraine use its missiles to hit Russia
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/putin-warns-west-not-let-ukraine-use-its-missiles-hit-
russia-2024-05-28/

EU Sanctions Anti-Ukraine Propaganda Site
https://www.occrp.org/en/daily/18765-eu-sanctions-anti-ukraine-propaganda-site

Top Russian military officials are being arrested. Why is it happening?
https://apnews.com/article/russia-putin-corruption-defense-ministry-scandal-5557e109f658ba727b19
acb10fe95d68
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RUSSIA/UKRAINE

For more on this theme:
Russia Attempts New Anti-Peace Offensive
https://jamestown.org/program/russia-attempts-new-anti-peace-offensive/ 

The Kremlin Spells Out the Terms of Ukraine’s Surrender (Part One)
https://jamestown.org/program/the-kremlin-spells-out-the-terms-of-ukraines-surrender-part-one/ 

The Kremlin Spells Out Terms of Ukraine’s Surrender (Part Two)
https://jamestown.org/program/the-kremlin-spells-out-terms-of-ukraines-surrender-part-two/

Rostec 2023 Financial Data Illustrates State of Russian Military-Industrial Complex
https://jamestown.org/program/rostec-2023-financial-data-illustrates-state-of-russian-military-
industrial-complex/

Moscow’s First Move against NATO Could Take Place in Norway’s Svalbard 
Archipelago
https://jamestown.org/program/moscows-first-move-against-nato-could-take-place-in-norways-svalbard-
archipelago/

Fighting Drones with Drones: Learning from Ukraine on the Future of Warfare
https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/fighting-drones-with-drones-learning-from-
ukraine-on-the-future-of-warfare/

Ukraine’s Economic Recovery: Remarks and a Conversation with Penny Pritzker
https://www.cfr.org/event/ukraines-economic-recovery-remarks-and-conversation-penny-pritzker

Why do the US and its allies want to seize Russian reserves to aid Ukraine?
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/why-do-the-u-s-and-its-allies-want-to-seize-russian-reserves-to-aid-
ukraine/

Ukraine can still recover with bolder Western support — but right now it’s on  
the ropes
https://ecfr.eu/article/ukraine-can-still-recover-with-bolder-western-support-but-right-now-its-on-the-ropes/

The Russian economy on a war footing: A new reality financed by commodity exports
https://cepr.org/voxeu/columns/russian-economy-war-footing-new-reality-financed-commodity-exports

Blood and Memory — How War Unifies Ukrainians
https://cepa.org/article/blood-and-memory-how-war-unifies-ukrainians/

Women Next on the Hit List as Putin Seeks to Neuter Opposition
https://cepa.org/article/women-next-on-the-hitlist-as-putin-seeks-to-neuter-opposition/

Kremlin Wary of Discontent as it Shovels Riches to Elites
https://cepa.org/article/kremlin-wary-of-discontent-as-it-shovels-riches-to-elites/

Western Investors in Russia Tremble in the Storm’s Eye
https://cepa.org/article/western-investors-in-russia-tremble-in-the-storms-eye/

The F-Word: Is Russia Fascist?
https://www.fpri.org/multimedia/2024/05/the-f-word-is-russia-fascist/
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For more on this theme: 
Life on Ukraine’s front line: ‘Worse than hell’ as Russia advances
https://www.reuters.com/pictures/life-ukraines-front-line-worse-than-hell-russia-advances-2024-05-29/

The Kremlin is all-in on war in Ukraine. That includes transforming Russia’s 
economy.
https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Europe/2024/0529/russia-war-economy-ukraine-sanctions

World Bank says 1.8 mln additional Ukrainians in poverty as Russia’s war drags on
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/world-bank-says-18-mln-additional-ukrainians-poverty-russias-
war-drags-2024-05-30/

US Treasury promises to tighten sanctions on Russia
https://www.voanews.com/a/us-treasury-promises-to-tighten-sanctions-on-russia/7634156.html

Ukraine war: why central Asian countries want to move away from Russian control
https://theconversation.com/ukraine-war-why-central-asian-countries-want-to-move-away-from-russian-
control-229678

Russia’s pulling combat forces from another continent to fuel its latest offensive push 
in Ukraine, Western intel says
https://www.businessinsider.com/russia-pulls-forces-from-another-continent-fuel-ukraine-push-
intelligence-2024-5

Shifting Discourse Between Xi And Putin On Ukraine – Analysis
https://www.eurasiareview.com/27052024-shifting-discourse-between-xi-and-putin-on-ukraine-analysis/ 
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