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COUNTERING TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED CRIME (CTOC) 

ORGANIZED CRIME AROUND THE WORLD

Haiti’s Disorganized Organized Crime Strategy
Sam Woolston – InSight Crime: 27 May 2024
Preparations for the Multinational Security Support mission in Haiti continue to sputter, giving 
the country’s gangs more time to fortify what could be a fierce response.

https://insightcrime.org/news/haiti-crime-strategy-kenya-mission/

For more on this theme:
Understanding Support for the Mexican Military and Its Role in Combating  
Organized Crime
https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/understanding-support-mexican-military-and-its-role-combating-
organized-crime

Joining forces: Angola’s steps to incorporate civil society in the fight against 
transnational organized crime
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/frontpage/2024/May/joining-forces_-angolas-steps-to-incorporate-civil-
society-in-the-fight-against-transnational-organized-crime.html

Sanctions and organized crime
https://globalinitiative.net/analysis/sanctions-organized-crime/

Italy: Work visas being abused by organized crime, says PM
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/57549/italy-work-visas-being-abused-by-organized-crime-says-pm 

SPORTS CORRUPTION

Gerard Piqué charged over Spanish soccer Super Cup commissions in Saudi Arabia
Joaquín Vera – La Vanguardia: 31 May 2024
The judge leading the investigation into the “possible illegalities” in contracts of the Royal 
Spanish Football Federation agreed to expand the inquiry to 15, including the former player.

https://www.lavanguardia.com/mediterranean/20240531/9694464/gerard-pique-charged-
commissions-supercopa-saudi-arabia-soccer-spain-rubiales.html

For more on this theme:
China probes former sports director for corruption
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20240530-china-probes-former-sports-director-for-corruption

Two Convictions in FIFA Corruption Scandal Overturned
https://english.aawsat.com/sports/4523306-two-convictions-fifa-corruption-scandal-overturned?_
wrapper_format=html&page=2

The A-League yellow card scandal might be the tip of the iceberg when it comes  
to gambling-related corruption
https://theconversation.com/the-a-league-yellow-card-scandal-might-be-the-tip-of-the-iceberg-when-it-
comes-to-gambling-related-corruption-231391

Sports gambling scandal timeline: From Porter to Marcano
https://www.espn.com/espn/betting/story/_/id/39908218/a-line-sports-gambling-scandals-2018
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CORRUPTION

The UK needs an independent commission against corruption
Patrick Dunleavy – London School of Economics: 3 June 2024
From the COVID-19 inquiry to the Royal Mail postmasters and the National Health Service 
infected blood scandals, Britain’s fragmented “integrity institutions” have repeatedly shown that 
they cannot prevent endemic misconduct in public office. A feasible solution is to establish an 
agency with investigative powers and quick, significant sanctions.  

https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/the-uk-needs-an-independent-commission-against-corruption/

For more on this theme:
Empowering SMEs: Combating Corruption Through Digital Innovation – OpEd
https://www.eurasiareview.com/26052024-empowering-smes-combating-corruption-through-digital-
innovation-oped/

The key takeaways from the review into Queensland’s Crime and Corruption 
Commission
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-05-29/queensland-crime-corruption-commission-review-
recommendations/103905820

The cost of government inadequacy and corruption
https://cyprus-mail.com/2024/06/05/the-cost-of-government-inadequacy-and-corruption/

Kosovo’s judiciary to treat organized crime and corruption cases more vigorously, 
OSCE Mission report says
https://www.osce.org/mission-in-kosovo/570273

DRUG TRAFFICKING

State Inertia and Organized Crime Limit Colombia’s Coca Substitution Program
Alicia Florez and Sara Garcia – InSight Crime: 6 June 2024
Changes in the leadership of the initiative and problems in its implementation raise questions 
about how organized crime is hindering the government effort.

https://insightcrime.org/news/state-inertia-organized-crime-limit-colombia-coca-substitution-program/

For more on this theme:
Challenge accepted? Germany steps up against organized crime
https://globalinitiative.net/analysis/germany-organized-crime-cocaine-trade/

Central America Drug Flights Fall as Traffickers Shift Methods
https://insightcrime.org/news/central-ameria-drug-flights-fall/

EU Drug Market: Drivers and facilitators
https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/publications/eu-drug-markets/drivers-and-facilitators_en

Asian Synthetic Drug Production Continued to Grow in 2023, UN Says
https://thediplomat.com/2024/05/asian-synthetic-drug-production-continued-to-grow-in-2023-un-says/

East, Southeast Asia Meth Seizures Hit Record in 2023: UN
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/asia/east-southeast-asia-meth-seizures-hit-record-in-2023-un.html 
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CYBERCRIME (FRAUD, EXPLOITATION, ETC.) 

Online fraud is now growing faster than online retail, analysis shows
DPA: 22 May 2024
Cybercriminals have greatly expanded their activities in e-commerce worldwide  
over the past year, Lexis Nexis Risk Solutions says in a report.

https://www.yahoo.com/tech/online-fraud-now-growing-faster-154536129.html

For more on this theme:
Cambodia job scam: Trafficked Telugu youth tortured, not given food for days  
for ‘under performance’ in cyber fraud
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/andhra-pradesh/cambodia-job-scam-trafficked-telugu-youth-
tortured-not-given-food-for-days-for-under-performance-in-cyber-fraud-3037823

How the DOJ is using a Civil War-era law to enforce corporate cybersecurity
https://therecord.media/doj-corporate-cybersecurity-false-claims-act-enforcement

How Myanmar Became a Global Center for Cyber Scams
https://www.cfr.org/in-brief/how-myanmar-became-global-center-cyber-scams

TRAFFICKING IN SCARCE OR PROTECTED RESOURCES

Data InSights: Latin America Smugglers Opt for Commercial Flights
Juliana Manjarrés – InSight Crime: 3 June 2024
The criminals transporting illicit drugs, arms and gold are increasingly using airline and  
cargo transit to move shipments, according to data on the evolution of air routes following  
the pandemic.

https://insightcrime.org/news/smugglers-latin-america-commercial-flights/

For more on this theme:
Could South Korea become a model for tackling illegal tiger trade?
https://theconversation.com/could-south-korea-become-a-model-for-tackling-illegal-tiger-trade-230717

Costa Rican Activists Unite Against Illegal Logging in Gandoca Manzanillo Refuge
https://ticotimes.net/2024/05/29/costa-rican-activists-unite-against-illegal-logging-in-gandoca-
manzanillo-refuge

Alarm over rise of illegal weed farms in protected forests
https://nation.africa/kenya/health/alarm-over-rise-of-illegal-weed-farms-in-protected-forests-4634110 

Nigeria is emerging as a critical mineral hub. The government is cracking down on 
illegal operations
https://apnews.com/article/nigeria-illegal-critical-minerals-lithium-arrests-tin-4c639e034f6bca724bf2
6cdc55805d4e

Ecuador’s Los Lobos narcotrafficking gang muscles in on illegal gold mining
https://news.mongabay.com/2024/05/ecuadors-los-lobos-narcotrafficking-gang-muscles-in-on-illegal-
gold-mining/ 
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY CRIME AND CURRENCY COUNTERFEITING

EU Cracks Down on Temu Over Counterfeit Product Concerns
SupplyChainBrain: 4 June 2024
The European Union is cracking down on Chinese e-commerce retailer Temu, mandating a 
lengthy list of accountability measures that come with the company’s new designation as a 
Very Large Online Platform. Temu will have to provide a risk-assessment report to the EU, 
analyzing potential risks from the sale of unsafe or illegal products and any items that violate 
intellectual property rights.

https://www.supplychainbrain.com/articles/39815-eu-cracks-down-on-temu-over-counterfeit-product-
concerns

For more on this theme:
Don’t be duped: Tips to protecting fashion IP against replicas
https://www.bizcommunity.com/article/dont-be-duped-tips-to-protecting-fashion-ip-against-replicas-
017135a

Russia Accused of Flooding Libya with Counterfeit Currency
https://adf-magazine.com/2024/05/russia-accused-of-flooding-libya-with-counterfeit-currency/

Why Counterfeit Ozempic Is a Global-Growth Industry
https://www.realclearmarkets.com/2024/06/06/why_counterfeit_ozempic_is_a_global-growth_
industry_1036535.html

Stop the counterfeit crisis, looming threat to society
https://nation.africa/kenya/blogs-opinion/blogs/stop-the-counterfeit-crisis-looming-threat-to-
society-4645724

HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Desperate hunger in Tigray pushes thousands into the hands of kidnappers and 
people smugglers
Gabriella Jozwiak – The Telegraph: 3 June 2024
After a catastrophic two-year military operation brought the region to its knees, many Tigrayan 
youths have lost all hope of a future.

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/terror-and-security/tigray-hunger-war-ethiopia-africa-human-
trafficking/

For more on this theme:
EU, Italy Help Battling Human Trafficking in the Balkans
https://www.occrp.org/en/daily/18756-eu-italy-help-battling-human-trafficking-in-the-balkans 

Human smuggling and trafficking in North Africa and the Sahel
https://globalinitiative.net/analysis/human-smuggling-and-trafficking-in-the-sahel-2024/

Targeting Human Smuggling and Trafficking in the Northern Triangle and Mexico
https://www.state.gov/briefings-foreign-press-centers/targeting-human-smuggling-and-trafficking-in-the-
northern-triangle -and-mexico

Understanding Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking
https://newswire.net/newsroom/blog-post/00266719-understanding-modern-slavery-and-human-
trafficking.html
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PROGRAM ON CYBER SECURITY STUDIES (PCSS)

INTERNET GOVERNANCE AND ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE REGULATION

Shaping Global AI Governance: Enhancements and Next Steps for the G7 Hiroshima 
AI Process
Hiroki Habuka and David U. Socol de la Osa – Center for Strategic & International Studies: 
 24 May 2024
The Hiroshima AI Process Friends Group, an initiative that aims to advance cooperation for 
safe, secure and trustworthy artificial intelligence (AI), supported the implementation  
of international guidelines and codes of conduct.

https://www.csis.org/analysis/shaping-global-ai-governance-enhancements-and-next-steps-g7-
hiroshima-ai-process

For more on this theme:
(Global) Navigating the future of digital governance: NetMundial+10 output
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2024/05/navigating-futuredigital-governance-netmundial-10-output/

(Saudi Arabia, Global) Saudi Arabia to Host First-Ever Internet Governance Forum: 
Paving the Way for Global Digital Dialogue
https://circleid.com/posts/20240530-saudi-arabia-to-host-first-ever-internet-governance-forum

(Germany, Europe) AI implementation & data protection regulation: German 
authorities publish guidelines for implementing AI in compliance with the GDPR
https://www.whitecase.com/insight-our-thinking/ai-implementation-data-protection-regulation-german-
authorities-publish

	
INTERNET FREEDOM

How Pakistan’s 4-month X ban is changing the internet
Chiara Castro – TechRadar: 25 May 2024
Pakistan authorities began blocking social platform X (formerly known as Twitter) on February 
17, 2024, about a week after completely restricting the internet before and during election day as 
an alleged “security measure.” However, while these large-scale disruptions lasted just a few days, 
the X ban is still ongoing at the time of writing, forcing citizens to turn to the best VPN services 
to access the app.

https://www.techradar.com/vpn/how-pakistans-4-month-x-ban-is-changing-the-internet

For more on this theme:
(India) Digital Darkness: India leads the world in internet shutdowns
https://frontline.thehindu.com/the-nation/digital-darkness-india-leads-the-world-in-internet-shutdowns/
article68232054.ece

(Turkey) Automattic’s Turkish Delight: A Rare Win Against Erdogan’s Censorship
https://www.techdirt.com/2024/05/31/automattics-turkish-delight-a-rare-win-against-erdogans-
censorship/

(India) Looking forward: Challenges facing online speech regulation in India
https://www.indexoncensorship.org/2024/06/looking-forward-challenges-facing-online-speech-
regulation-in-india/
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WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

Federal cyber workforce needs telework flexibilities, OPM director says
Caroline Nihill – FedScoop: 24 May 2024
Amid a concerted push in the U.S. Congress to get federal workers back to their offices, the 
chief of the Office of Personnel Management made the case for continued remote work for one 
group of agency staffers.

https://fedscoop.com/federal-cyber-workforce-needs-telework-flexibilities-opm-director-says/

For more on this theme:
(Global) Investing in employee training & awareness enhances an organisation’s 
cyber resilience: Dr. Yusuf Hashmi – CISO, Jubilant Bhartia Group
https://www.expresscomputer.in/exclusives/investing-in-employee-training-awareness-enhances-an-
organisations-cyber-resilience-dr-yusuf-hashmi-ciso-jubilant-bhartia-group/112623/

(Philippines) Philippines Faces Cybersecurity Talent Crisis Amid Rising Hacking 
Incidents
https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/business/2954791-philippines-faces-cybersecurity-talent-crisis-
amid-rising-hacking-incidents

(Global) How to Overcome the Cybersecurity Talent Shortage and Keep Your Business Safe
https://biztechmagazine.com/article/2024/05/how-overcome-cybersecurity-talent-shortage-and-keep-
your-business-safe

(Europe) #Infosec2024: Charity Bridges Digital Divide and Fuels New Cyber Talent
https://www.infosecurity-magazine.com/news/charity-bridges-digital-divide/

(Global) 7 Steps to an Effective Cybersecurity Training Regimen
https://securitytoday.com/Articles/2024/05/28/7-Steps-to-an-Effective-Cybersecurity-Training-Regimen.aspx

CYBER STRATEGY AND WARFARE

Ottawa releases first-ever Enterprise Cyber Security Strategy
Jim Wilson – HRD Magazine: 24 May 2024
The Canadian government has released its plans to improve cybersecurity across departments 
and agencies. 

https://www.hcamag.com/ca/specialization/hr-technology/ottawa-releases-first-ever-enterprise-cyber-
security-strategy/490675

For more on this theme:
(Global) Is there a Human in the Machine? AI and Future Warfare
https://warontherocks.com/2024/05/is-there-a-human-in-the-machine-ai-and-future-warfare/ 

(Global) How Can Governments Protect Schools Against Cyberattacks?
https://incyber.org/en/article/how-can-governments-protect-schools-against-cyberattacks/

(Wales) Gone Phishing: Wales’ approach to cyber security
https://research.senedd.wales/research-articles/gone-phishing-wales-approach-to-cyber-security/

(Global) Concerns raised over geopolitical cyber warfare
https://www.itweb.co.za/contributors/WDVgZey7JEvdjX9a
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STATE-SPONSORED CYBERATTACKS

Europe’s Cybersecurity Chief Says Disruptive Attacks Have Doubled in 2024, Sees 
Russia Behind Many
Derek Gatopoulos – The Associated Press: 29 May 2024
The disruptive attacks are also targeting election-related services, according to the European 
Union’s top cybersecurity official.

https://apnews.com/article/europe-election-cybersecurity-russia-ukraine-5b0cca725d17a028dd458df
77a60440c

For more on this theme:
(South China Seas) New APT Group “Unfading Sea Haze” Hits Military Targets in 
South China Sea
https://hackread.com/unfading-sea-haze-military-target-south-china-sea/

(Russia) Russia’s Turla APT Abuses MSBuild to Deliver TinyTurla Backdoor
https://www.darkreading.com/cyberattacks-data-breaches/russia-turla-apt-msbuild-tinyturla-backdoor

(Myanmar) Myanmar Militia Group at Center of Cyber-scam Network, Activists Say
https://www.occrp.org/en/daily/18740-myanmar-militia-group-at-center-of-cyber-scam-network-
activists-say

(China, Southeast Asia) Chinese State-Backed Cyber Espionage Targets Southeast 
Asian Government
https://thehackernews.com/2024/06/chinese-state-backed-cyber-espionage.html

(Global) Paris Olympics fertile ground for nation-state hackers, researchers warn
https://therecord.media/paris-olympics-cyberattacks-researchers-warn

CYBERCRIME

Securing Digital Identities Key to Fighting Cybercrime
Australian Cyber Security Magazine: 27 May 2024
“In the digital age, our identities are our most valuable assets, yet they are increasingly targeted by 
sophisticated fraud tactics,” Transmit Security Vice President Richard Metcalfe said. “Embracing 
integrated solutions that detect, anticipate and neutralise fraud at its inception is essential.”

https://australiancybersecuritymagazine.com.au/securing-digital-identities-key-to-fighting-cybercrime/

For more on this theme:
(Global) Blockchain can help eliminate cybercrime threats
https://cointelegraph.com/news/blockchain-reducing-cybercrime-2024

(Togo) Togo Adopts New Strategy to Fight Cybercrime
https://www.togofirst.com/en/itc/2405-14090-togo-adopts-new-strategy-to-fight-cybercrime

(Global) AI Boosts Cybercrime, INTERPOL Warns
https://dialogo-americas.com/articles/ai-boosts-cybercrime-interpol-warns/ 

(Global) AI fuels rise in attacks from ‘unsophisticated threat actors,’ federal cyber 
leaders say
https://fedscoop.com/ai-cyberattacks-federal-agencies-fbi-treasury-state-department/
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CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE PROTECTION

Omni highlights risks of drones to Australian critical infrastructure
ADM: 3 June 2024
Omni and the Cyber Security Cooperative Research Centre found that there are no national 
regulations or standards related to the cybersecurity of unmanned aerial vehicles.

https://www.australiandefence.com.au/news/news/omni-highlights-risks-of-drones-to-australian-critical-
infrastructure

For more on this theme:
(Albania) Critical infrastructure was attacked 49 times by hackers in 2023
https://www.cna.al/english/aktualitet/infrastruktura-kritike-u-ua-49-here-nga-hakeret-ne-vitin-
2023-i399546

(U.S.) U.S. Critical Infrastructure At Risk Of Increasing Cyberattacks. Here’s What 
You Need To Know
https://www.forbes.com/sites/vintcerf/2024/06/04/harden-critical-infrastructure-against-foreign-cyber-
attacks-us-agencies-warn/?sh=3630554d37a9

(U.S., China) US identifies stealth Chinese cyber threat ‘prepositioning’ in critical 
infrastructure
https://san.com/cc/us-identifies-stealth-chinese-cyber-threat-prepositioning-in-critical-infrastructure/

RANSOMWARE

Ransomware saw a resurgence in 2023, Mandiant reports
Christian Vasquez – CyberScoop: 3 June 2024
The incidents continue to rise unabated, according to a report from the cybersecurity firm 
Mandiant. The company said it saw an increase in activity from ransomware gangs last year after 
a slight dip in 2022.

https://cyberscoop.com/ransomware-increasing-2023-mandiant/

For more on this theme:
(Global) Ban Ransomware Payments, Say Desperate Cybercrime Fighters
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/newsletters/2024-05-29/ban-ransomware-payments-say-desperate-
cybercrime-fighters

(U.S.) Why Cyber Resilience Is Critical for Minimizing the Impact of Ransomware 
Attacks
https://statetechmagazine.com/article/2024/06/why-cyber-resilience-critical-minimizing-impact-
ransomware-attacks

(UK) Ransomware Attack Disrupts Operations Across London Hospitals
https://www.darkreading.com/cyberattacks-data-breaches/synnovis-ransomware-attack-disrupts-
operations-london-hospitals

(U.S.) Rural hospitals are particularly vulnerable to ransomware, report finds 
https://cyberscoop.com/rural-hospital-ransomware-cyber/

(Global) Ransomware report finds 43% of data unrecoverable after attack
https://www.scmagazine.com/news/ransomware-report-finds-43-of-data-unrecoverable-after-attack
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PROGRAM ON TERRORISM AND SECURITY STUDIES (PTSS)

TERRORISM AROUND THE WORLD

Terror attacks headline threats to upcoming Paris Olympics
Jeff Seldin – Voice of America: 4 June 2024
A report by the cybersecurity firm Recorded Future states that despite a high likelihood 
of cyberattacks, the greatest risk to the Paris Games will come from in-person threats. “We 
assess that physical security threats — including terrorism, violent extremism, civil unrest and 
disruptive protests — pose the greatest risk of harm and disruption,” the report said.

https://www.voanews.com/a/terror-attacks-headline-threats-to-upcoming-paris-olympics/7642276.html

For more on this theme:
A Mujahid’s dilemma: Tracing foreign terrorist fighters’ influx post-the Taliban’s rule 
in Afghanistan
https://www.ifimes.org/en/researches/a-mujahids-dilemma-tracing-foreign-terrorist-fighters-influx-post-
the-talibans-rule-in-afghanistan/5346

JNIM documents training camp in Burkina Faso
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2024/05/jnim-documents-training-camp-in-burkina-faso.php

Aspiring Interpol chief warns of terrorism and crime fusion
https://www.thenationalnews.com/news/uk/2024/05/29/aspiring-interpol-chief-warns-of-fusion-of-
terrorism-and-crime/

Threat of terrorism still lingers in Indonesia. Is the fear justified?
https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/indonesian/is-militancy-a-threat-stil-05242024154121.html

ISIS Expansion in Puntland Escalates Jihadist Infighting in Somalia
https://horseedmedia.net/isis-expansion-in-puntland-escalates-jihadist-infighting-in-somalia-390148

Stop Al-Shabaab’s ‘taxtortion’
https://nation.africa/kenya/blogs-opinion/blogs/stop-al-shabaab-s-taxtortion--4639368

Examining Violence Against Women in Northern Nigeria: The Boko Haram Case
https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/examining-violence-against-women-in-
northern-nigeria-the-boko-haram-case/

Afghanistan: The Fountainhead of Terrorism in the Region
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2024/05/26/afghanistan-the-fountainhead-of-terrorism-in-the-region/

Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan Ingress Into Punjab: Prospects and Challenges
https://thediplomat.com/2024/05/tehreek-e-taliban-pakistan-ingress-into-punjab-prospects-and-
challenges/

Victim-blaming, manipulation, and denial: How terrorists use language to justify 
violence
https://phys.org/news/2024-05-victim-blaming-denial-terrorists-language.html

The Low Likelihood of ISIS Resurgence in Iraq
https://www.icct.nl/publication/low-likelihood-isis-resurgence-iraq

Is ISIS Reviving in Iraq?
https://www.stimson.org/2024/is-isis-reviving-in-iraq/
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GRAY ZONE DYNAMICS AND INFLUENCE OPERATIONS

Russia is trying to scare people away from the Paris Olympics, report says
Ken Dilanian – NBC News: 3 June 2024
Banned from the Olympics because of its invasion of Ukraine, Russia is running a secret 
influence campaign to discredit the Games and spark fears of terror attacks.

https://www.nbcnews.com/sports/olympics/russia-trying-scare-people-away-paris-olympics-report-says-
rcna154924

For more on this theme:
Beijing’s South China Sea Gray Zone Tactics Are Backfiring
https://globelynews.com/asia/south-china-sea-grey-zone/

Defence spending patterns being broken due to grey-zone warfare, says Deputy PM
https://www.defenceconnect.com.au/industry/14144-defence-spending-patterns-being-broken-due-to-
grey-zone-warfare-says-deputy-pm

A New Form of Hybrid Warfare: Belarus and Russia’s Strategic Use of Migrants
https://www.financial-world.org/news/news/crimes/26260/a-new-form-of-hybrid-warfare-belarus-and-
russia-s-strategic-use-of-migrants/

Russian hybrid warfare tactics: Will NATO’s defenses be next?
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/event/russian-hybrid-warfare-tactics-will-natos-defenses-be-next/

Russia’s Baltic Sea Hybrid Warfare Is Backfiring: US Official
https://www.newsweek.com/russia-baltic-sea-hybrid-warfare-ukraine-backfiring-us-nato-1905876

With Military Drills, Info Ops, China Steps up Gray Zone Pressure on Taiwan’s New 
Government
https://thediplomat.com/2024/05/with-military-drills-info-ops-china-steps-up-gray-zone-pressure-on-
taiwans-new-government/

Europe Reportedly on High Alert for Russian Sabotage Amid Series of Mysterious 
Attacks
https://www.btimesonline.com/articles/166559/20240530/europe-reportedly-on-high-alert-for-russian-
sabotage-amid-series-of-mysterious-attacks.htm

The European Parliament Elections Will Serve as a Litmus Test for the Fight Against 
Disinformation
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/european-parliament-elections-will-serve-litmus-test-fight-against-
disinformation

Africa Faces the Unintended Consequences of Relying on Russian PMCs
https://www.fpri.org/article/2024/05/africa-russian-pmcs/

Between Russia and the EU: Europe’s Arc of Instability
https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2024/05/bosnia-moldova-armenia-between-russia-
eu?lang=en&center=europe

The Evolution of Chinese Engagement in Argentina under Javier Milei
https://www.csis.org/analysis/evolution-chinese-engagement-argentina-under-javier-milei

Bribery Charges Reveal Russia’s Expanding ‘African Legion’ in Libya
https://adf-magazine.com/2024/06/bribery-charges-reveal-russias-expanding-african-legion-in-libya/
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Israel wanted Gazan clan to take over after war — but Hamas beheaded it
Melanie Swan – The Telegraph: 1 June 2024
The plan to install Doghmush, the most powerful clan in the enclave, failed after the group’s 
leader and several of its allies were assassinated, according to an Israeli intelligence source.

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2024/06/01/israel-gazan-clan-take-over-after-war/

For more on this theme:
Gaza ceasefire plan turns into deadly game of survival
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c6ppn8nyv1do

Tension soars as Israelis march through east Jerusalem, Gaza bombing intensifies 
and rockets land from Lebanon
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/israel-hamas-war-gaza-jerusalem-flag-day-march-tension-
hezbollah/?ftag=YHF4eb9d17

What Escalating Hezbollah-Israel Tensions and the War in Gaza Mean for Lebanon
https://www.cfr.org/in-brief/what-escalating-hezbollah-israel-tensions-and-war-gaza-mean-lebanon

How Hamas Ends: A Strategy for Letting the Group Defeat Itself
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/israel/how-hamas-ends-gaza

Ever the Day After: Egypt, Israel and Gaza
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/ever-day-after-egypt-israel-and-gaza

Independent Thinking: What’s next for Israel after events at the ICC and ICJ?
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2024/05/independent-thinking-whats-next-israel-after-events-icc-and-icj

Australia and Indonesia should get to work on Israel and Palestine
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/australia-and-indonesia-should-get-to-work-on-israel-and-palestine/

Planning for Resilience In and After Conflict — A World Away
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/planning-resilience-and-after-conflict-world-away

Israel seeks a ‘governing alternative’ to Hamas in Gaza. It’s been tried and failed before
https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinians-gaza-war-news-06-02-2024-d32b0e8c46c6cd333e148
41a585bbac0

Hamas no longer poses major threat to Israel, Biden says
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/05/31/hamas-no-longer-poses-major-threat-to-israel-biden-
says-00161053

Diminished Hamas switches to full insurgent mode in Gaza
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/diminished-hamas-switches-full-insurgent-mode-
gaza-2024-06-06/

Hamas wants Israel to commit to permanent ceasefire, full withdrawal from Gaza
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/hamas-wants-israel-commit-permanent-ceasefire-full-
withdrawal-gaza-2024-06-04/

Who will run Gaza after the war? Israel? Hamas? The U.N.?
https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2024-06-04/who-will-rule-gaza-after-the-israel-hamas-war-is-over
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For more on this theme:
Netanyahu may be forced to choose between his government’s survival and  
a ceasefire deal
https://www.cnn.com/2024/06/03/middleeast/netanyahu-hostage-deal-government-survival-hamas-
analysis-mime-intl/index.html

Hamas signals post-war ambition in talks with Palestinian rival Fatah
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/hamas-signals-post-war-ambition-talks-with-palestinian-
rival-fatah-2024-06-05/

Explainer: Is the Hezbollah-Israel conflict about to spiral?
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/is-hezbollah-israel-conflict-about-spiral-2024-06-05/

Lebanon’s Hezbollah is proving to be a serious problem for Israel
https://theconversation.com/lebanons-hezbollah-is-proving-to-be-a-serious-problem-for-israel-229948

The Israel-Hamas War: 8 Months Later
https://newlinesinstitute.org/political-systems/the-israel-hamas-war-8-months-later/

Why Israel-Hezbollah tensions risk boiling over now
https://www.cnn.com/2024/06/06/middleeast/israel-hezbollah-lebanon-tensions-escalate-explainer-intl/
index.html

RUSSIA/UKRAINE

The Interest Income From Russia’s Frozen Reserves
Brad W. Setser and Michael Weilandt – Council on Foreign Relations: 3 June 2024
The G7 finance ministers have agreed to explore how to use the future interest income on 
the assets to provide immediate support for Ukraine. Outright seizure of the Russian Central 
Bank’s hundreds of billions is off the table for now, but it is still possible to obtain large sums 
from the interest on them.

https://www.cfr.org/blog/interest-income-russias-frozen-reserves

For more on this theme:
Russia is winning the energy war and plunging Ukraine into darkness
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/russia-is-winning-the-energy-war-and-plunging-
ukraine-into-darkness/

Vladimir Putin just tacitly admitted Crimea is not really part of Russia
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/vladimir-putin-just-tacitly-admitted-crimea-is-not-
really-part-of-russia/

How to Defeat an Autocracy? Lessons from Ukraine’s Defense Against Russia’s 
Invasion
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/how-defeat-autocracy-lessons-ukraines-defense-against-russias-
invasion 

Did Putin Learn his Ukrainian History from Stalin?
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/did-putin-learn-his-ukrainian-history-stalin 
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For more on this theme:
Removing Constraints on Support to Ukraine: No Silver Bullets
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/removing-constraints-support-
ukraine-no-silver-bullets 

Opinion: Much ado about Russia’s nuclear rumblings?
https://kyivindependent.com/opinion-much-ado-about-russias-nuclear-rumblings/ 

Kremlin welcomes Turkey’s reported desire to join BRICS
https://www.reuters.com/world/kremlin-welcomes-turkeys-reported-desire-join-brics-2024-06-04/

Kremlin says it backs China’s refusal to take part in Ukraine peace summit
https://www.reuters.com/world/kremlin-says-it-backs-chinas-refusal-take-part-ukraine-peace-
summit-2024-05-31/

Zelensky says China working hard to ‘prevent’ countries from attending peace 
summit
https://www.yahoo.com/news/zelensky-says-china-working-hard-082450886.html 

Russia’s creeping advance is costing it 1,200 soldiers a day: Western intel
https://www.businessinsider.com/russia-lost-1200-a-day-highest-since-war-began-intel-2024-5

Global powers are helping Ukraine by giving it money frozen from Russia. That spells 
bad news for companies still doing business there.
https://markets.businessinsider.com/news/currencies/russia-frozen-assets-ukraine-war-funding-western-
companies-retaliation-consequences-2024-6

Any French military in Ukraine would be a ‘legitimate target’ for Russian forces, 
Lavrov says
https://apnews.com/article/lavrov-republic-of-congo-ukraine-france-military-6821086608556beb35c0
4b5de5f42e93#

Putin has started wearing ‘concealed body armor’ at public events: report
https://malaysia.news.yahoo.com/putin-started-wearing-concealed-body-040609486.html

Putin claims Russia holding thousands of Ukrainian prisoners of war
https://www.yahoo.com/news/putin-claims-russia-holding-thousands-192157722.html

Thousands of Ukrainian prisoners apply to join army in return for parole
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/thousands-ukrainian-prisoners-apply-join-army-return-
parole-2024-05-31/

More Than 700,000 Ukrainian Children Taken To Russia Since Full-Scale War 
Started, Official Says
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-children-taken-ukraine/32527298.html

Ukraine says extending use of Western arms will weaken Russia near border
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ukraine-says-extending-use-western-arms-will-weaken-russia-
near-border-2024-06-04/

A Russian military planner says he doesn’t tell the men he’s sending out to fight that 
they are very likely to die
https://www.businessinsider.com/russia-soldier-says-hard-send-troops-to-almost-certain-death-2024-6



Return to Table of Contents15

RUSSIA/UKRAINE

For more on this theme: 
A Human Rights-Centered Approach to Reconstruction in Ukraine
https://www.csis.org/analysis/human-rights-centered-approach-reconstruction-ukraine

Ukraine’s Economic Recovery: Remarks and a Conversation with Penny Pritzker
https://www.cfr.org/event/ukraines-economic-recovery-remarks-and-conversation-penny-pritzker

Assessing Brazil’s Potential to Act as a Peace Enabler in the Russo-Ukrainian 
Conflict
https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/assessing-brazils-potential-to-act-as-a-peace-
enabler-in-the-russo-ukrainian-conflict/

EU Strategic Communications to Support Sanctions Against Russia
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/occasional-papers/eu-strategic-communications-
support-sanctions-against-russia

Old and new lessons from the Ukraine War
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/old-and-new-lessons-from-the-ukraine-war/

Ukraine’s Drone Front
https://cepa.org/article/ukraines-drone-front/

Ukraine Forced to Fight With One Hand Tied Behind Back
https://jamestown.org/program/ukraine-forced-to-fight-with-one-hand-tied-behind-back/

Moscow Seeks to Aggravate Western Concerns About Long-Distance Ukrainian Strikes
https://jamestown.org/program/moscow-seeks-to-aggravate-western-concerns-about-long-distance-
ukrainian-strikes/

Now Is Not the Time to Negotiate With Putin
https://foreignpolicy.com/2024/06/03/russia-ukraine-peace-kharkiv-zelensky-putin-negotiate/

Ukraine war: new US stance on targeting Russia gives Kharkiv’s defenders a fighting 
chance
https://theconversation.com/ukraine-war-new-us-stance-on-targeting-russia-gives-kharkivs-defenders-a-
fighting-chance-231548

Divisions over Ukraine widen in central Europe as Russia steps up propaganda 
campaign
https://www.voanews.com/a/divisions-over-ukraine-widen-in-central-europe-as-russia-steps-up-
propaganda-campaign/7645655.html

Putin warns that Russia could supply arms to other countries to strike west
https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/jun/05/russia-ukraine-war-us-weapons
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