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COUNTERING TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED CRIME (CTOC) 

DRUG TRAFFICKING

Ketamine Trafficking Rising in Chile’s Thriving Synthetic Drugs Market
Beatriz Vicent Fernández – InSight Crime: 2 August 2024
Record seizures show how the drug is making its way into the country’s already extensive 
synthetic drug market.

https://insightcrime.org/news/ketamine-trafficking-rising-chile-thriving-synthetic-drugs-market/

For more on this theme:
Captagon: Assad’s Economic Lifeline and Diplomatic Card
https://www.inss.org.il/publication/syria-captagon/

Netherlands: The children of a country held hostage by drug trafficking
https://english.elpais.com/international/2024-07-27/netherlands-the-children-of-a-country-held-
hostage-by-drug-trafficking.html

The Pioneering Albanian Trafficker Who Took Ecuador’s Drug Trade By Storm
https://insightcrime.org/news/the-rise-of-albanian-dritan-gjika-and-his-cocaine-network-to-europe/

What Is Behind the Surge in Cocaine Seizures in the French Caribbean in 2024?
https://insightcrime.org/news/what-is-behind-surge-cocaine-seizures-french-caribbean-2024/

Drug smugglers targeting Oslo as gateway into Europe
https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/jul/29/drug-smugglers-targeting-oslo-as-gateway-into-europe

CORRUPTION

In Africa, Corruption Remains a Barrier to Investment
Herman Cohen – The Globe Post: 8 August 2024
A demographic boom in Africa has the potential to make the continent a manufacturing 
powerhouse by 2050. But to take advantage of a young and growing population and attract 
foreign investors, African leaders must confront deep-seated issues of corruption and 
bureaucratic bloat.

https://theglobepost.com/2024/08/08/africa-corruption-barrier-investment/

For more on this theme:
Costa Rica Considers Extradition to Counter Growing Judicial Corruption
https://insightcrime.org/news/costa-rica-considers-extradition-counter-growing-judicial-corruption/

Corruption in Uganda: A catalyst for increased national debt
https://www.independent.co.ug/corruption-in-uganda-a-catalyst-for-increased-national-debt/

Blockchains Against Corruption
https://www.coindesk.com/opinion/2024/08/06/blockchains-against-corruption/

Montenegro’s Progress on Curbing Corruption ‘Very Limited’, Greco Says
https://balkaninsight.com/2024/08/08/montenegros-progress-on-curbing-corruption-very-limited-greco-says/
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SPORTS CORRUPTION

Afghanistan’s Ihsanullah banned for five years for ‘involvement in corrupt activities’
ESPNCricInfo: 7 August 2024
Ihsanullah Janat, Afghanistan's top-order batter, has been banned from “all forms of cricket 
activities” for five years for corruption, the country’s cricket board said.

https://www.espncricinfo.com/story/corruption-in-cricket-afghanistan-batter-ihsanullah-banned-for-five-
years-kabul-premier-league-2024-1446658

For more on this theme:
Gambling violations hit the NBA and MLB this year. How are the Olympics preparing 
for sports betting’s boom?
https://www.inquirer.com/sports/olympics-sports-betting-paris-games-20240726.html

O No Canada: The Next Big Sports Betting Scandal Could Erupt North of the Border

https://frontofficesports.com/canada-is-primsed-for-the-next-big-sports-betting-scandal/

Sri Lanka spinner charged under ICC Anti-Corruption Code
https://www.icc-cricket.com/news/sri-lanka-spinner-charged-under-icc-anti-corruption-code

Two boxing judges with ‘high risk’ of corruption working at Olympics
https://www.thetimes.com/article/olympics-boxing-judges-corruption-lv35dwcmf

Insider Sports Scandals: High-Profile Cases of Cheating and Corruption
https://securityboulevard.com/2024/08/insider-sports-scandals-high-profile-cases-of-cheating-and-corruption/

ORGANIZED CRIME AROUND THE WORLD

Urbanization and organized crime: The challenge to global peace, security  
and human rights in the urban century
Antônio Sampaio – Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime: 6 August 2024
Rapid and unmanaged urban growth is creating fertile ground for organized crime. This report 
delves deep and offers insights for policymakers, governments and international organizations, 
particularly in the Global South.

https://globalinitiative.net/analysis/urbanization-and-organized-crime/

For more on this theme:
Brazil, Paraguay Deal Heavy Blows to Organized Crime with Mirror Operations
https://dialogo-americas.com/articles/brazil-paraguay-deal-heavy-blows-to-organized-crime-with-mirror-operations/

Beheading a Hydra: Kingpin Extradition, Homicides, Education Outcomes, and the 
End of Medellín’s Pax Mafiosa
https://www.cato.org/research-briefs-economic-policy/beheading-hydra-kingpin-extradition-homicides-
education-outcomes#

Colombia seeks demobilization of Caribbean mafia
https://colombiareports.com/colombia-seeks-demobilization-of-caribbean-mafia/
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CYBERCRIME (FRAUD, EXPLOITATION, ETC.)

UK Shuts Down ‘Russian Coms’ Fraud Platform Defrauding Millions
Hacker Read: 3 August 2024
The United Kingdom’s National Crime Agency has dismantled a major fraud platform 
responsible for global financial losses. With key arrests and ongoing investigations, this  
marks a significant step in combating international cybercrime.

https://hackread.com/uk-shuts-down-russian-coms-fraud-platform/

For more on this theme:
The AI Battle: Cybercriminals Vs. Fraud Prevention Experts
https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbestechcouncil/2024/08/08/the-ai-battle-cybercriminals-vs-fraud-
prevention-experts/

Scammers are taking to the skies, posing as airline customer service agents
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/2024/08/02/airline-customer-service-scam/74594925007/

In chilling ‘digital detention’ scams, cybercriminals pose as cops, CBI, ED
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/in-chilling-digital-detention-scams-cybercriminals-in-
mumbai-pose-as-cops-cbi-ed/articleshow/112270588.cms

Increasing cyberattack cases in India: Putting a full stop on scams and frauds
https://www.expresscomputer.in/guest-blogs/increasing-cyberattack-cases-in-india-putting-a-full-stop-
on-scams-and-frauds/114831/

TRAFFICKING IN SCARCE OR PROTECTED RESOURCES

Gold mining in the Amazon has doubled in area since 2018, AI tool shows
Fernanda Wenzel – Mongabay: 26 July 2024
An artificial intelligence tool trained to track gold mines through satellite imagery found that 
deforestation linked to the activity is increasing rapidly in the Amazon rainforest.

https://news.mongabay.com/2024/07/gold-mining-in-the-amazon-has-doubled-in-area-since-2018-ai-
tool-shows/

For more on this theme:
‘Rogue’ government agency Forestry Corporation of NSW accused of more illegal logging
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-07-24/nsw-government-forestry-corporation-illegal-logging-
allegations/104126534

Double Whammy: Zimbabwe Farmers Struggle Against Illegal Mining and Climate Change
https://www.africa.com/double-whammy-zimbabwe-farmers-struggle-against-illegal-mining-and-climate-change/

TMT’s Gareth Johnstone: Global anti-IUU fight not keeping up with technology
https://www.seafoodsource.com/news/environment-sustainability/tmt-executive-director-gareth-
johnstone-on-balance-between-technology-human-element-in-iuu-fight

Ecuador’s navy ready to combat illegal fishing around the Galapagos Islands
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/ecuadors-navy-ready-combat-illegal-fishing-galapagos-islands-
rcna163182
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY CRIME AND COUNTERFEITING

Nigeria’s Counterfeit Drug Epidemic
Pius Adeleye – Think Global Health: 2 August 2024
Health experts in the country worry about the rising danger of fake and substandard 
medications.

https://www.thinkglobalhealth.org/article/nigerias-counterfeit-drug-epidemic

For more on this theme:
OLAF joins forces with EU customs authorities to track down counterfeit items linked 
to the Paris Games and Euro 2024
https://anti-fraud.ec.europa.eu/media-corner/news/olaf-joins-forces-eu-customs-authorities-track-down-
counterfeit-items-linked-paris-games-and-euro-2024-08-01_en?prefLang=fr

At the Olympics, Advanced Counterfeiting Means Advanced Prevention
https://www.thefashionlaw.com/at-the-olympics-advanced-counterfeits-means-advanced-prevention/

More counterfeit money in circulation — especially ‘counterfeit hundreds’
https://aussiedlerbote.de/en/more-counterfeit-money-in-circulation-especially-counterfeit-hundreds/

Mercedes-Benz seized over 1.6 million counterfeit parts in 2023
https://www.autoblog.com/2024/08/07/mercedes-benz-seized-over-1-6-million-counterfeit-parts-
in-2023/

HUMAN TRAFFICKING, FORCED LABOR AND MIGRANT SMUGGLING

How Latin America’s Organ Trafficking Industry Preys on Migration
Marley Markham – InSight Crime: 1 August 2024
The number of people from ages 20 to 79 with diabetes in Latin America rose from about 
8.5 million in 2000 to more than 32 million in 2021, according to the International Diabetes 
Foundation. This has not been mirrored by a rise in the supply of legally available kidneys for 
critically ill diabetics, creating long waiting lists and a black market for illegal transplants.

https://insightcrime.org/news/how-latin-america-organ-trafficking-industry-preys-migration/

For more on this theme:
United Way South Africa Leads the Way with Trafficking Prevention Education for Youth
https://www.unitedway.org/blog/united-way-of-south-africa-leads-the-way-with-trafficking-prevention-
education-for-youth#

Kazakhstan tightens laws to combat trafficking of newborns
https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/07/1151491

Parents urge Laos’ state-run media to publish more human trafficking news
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/laos/world-day-trafficking-media-07292024173708.html

A childhood of exploitation, violence and fear: the story of child trafficking
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/frontpage/2024/July/a-childhood-of-exploitation--violence-and-fear_-the-
story-of-child-trafficking.html

Tackling the Niger-Libya migration route
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2024/07/tackling-niger-libya-migration-route
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PROGRAM ON CYBER SECURITY STUDIES (PCSS)

INTERNET GOVERNANCE AND ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE REGULATION

How to Avoid Regulatory Spaghetti with AI Regulation
Kirsty Biddiscombe – AI Business: 30 July 2024
The relationship between innovation and regulation has always been a tricky one, and AI is 
proving to be no exception.

https://aibusiness.com/responsible-ai/how-to-avoid-regulatory-spaghetti-with-ai-regulation

For more on this theme:
(Global) AI and national security
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/ai-and-national-security/

(EU) The EU’s Artificial Intelligence Act — a golden opportunity for global AI 
regulation
https://europeanleadershipnetwork.org/commentary/the-eus-artificial-intelligence-act-a-golden-
opportunity-for-global-ai-regulation/

(U.S.) The AI Landscape Is Shifting Amid State-Level Regulation
https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbesbusinesscouncil/2024/07/29/the-ai-landscape-is-shifting-amid-
state-level-regulation/

(Taiwan) Taiwan’s National Science and Technology Council has Published The Draft 
Bill of The Basic Act on Artificial Intelligence for Public Consultation
https://natlawreview.com/article/taiwans-national-science-and-technology-council-has-published-draft-
bill-basic-act

INTERNET FREEDOM

Venezuelan government ratchets up digital repression surrounding tainted election
Suzanne Smalley – The Record: 6 August 2024
The authoritarian regime of President Nicolás Maduro has deployed digital tools to silence 
dissent and cut off information access, including by blocking 62 media outlets.

https://therecord.media/venezuela-election-digital-censorship

For more on this theme:
(Bangladesh) Bangladesh social media censorship sees VPN use skyrocket
https://www.techradar.com/pro/vpn/bangladesh-social-media-censorship-sees-vpn-use-skyrocket

(Russia) The Throttling Of YouTube: Kremlin Censorship Enters Uncharted Waters
https://www.rferl.org/a/youtube-russia-throttling-tech-censorship/33057769.html

(North Korea) North Koreans use VPNs, love Apple and stay up late to browse web: Report
https://www.nknews.org/2024/07/north-koreans-use-vpns-love-apple-and-stay-up-late-to-browse-web-report/

(China, Tibet) Amid clampdown on minorities, China censors all Tibetan language 
content on TikTok, says report
https://www.firstpost.com/world/china-tibet-tiktok-douyin-internet-censorship-uighur-muslims-xinjiang-
internment-camps-13797801.html
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CYBER CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE

45% of UK Energy Firms Disrupted by Cyber-attacks
Tom Quinn – Digit News: 30 July 2024
Cybersecurity consultancy Bridewell has released its latest report, Cyber Security in Critical 
National Infrastructure (CNI), detailing the impact of escalating ransomware and phishing 
attacks within the United Kingdom’s CNI sector, along with the loss of profits resulting from 
the associated downtime.

https://www.digit.fyi/45-of-uk-energy-firms-disrupted-by-cyber-attacks/

For more on this theme:
(UK) Chaucer reports surge in cyber attacks on UK utilities, amid rising 
geopolitical tensions
https://industrialcyber.co/utilities-energy-power-water-waste/chaucer-reports-surge-in-cyber-attacks-on-
uk-utilities-amid-rising-geopolitical-tensions/

(EU) EU cybersecurity report unveils critical vulnerabilities in telecom and  
energy sectors
https://innovationorigins.com/en/eu-cybersecurity-report-unveils-critical-vulnerabilities-in-telecom-and-
energy-sectors/

(Global) Cyberattacks Present Shipping Industry’s Biggest Threat Since WWII
https://www.pymnts.com/cybersecurity/2024/cyberattacks-present-shipping-industrys-biggest-threat-
since-wwii/

CYBER STRATEGY AND WARFARE

AI’s dual-edged impact on cyber warfare: Empowering defenders and emboldening 
attackers
Kumar Vaibhav – ITWeb: 29 July 2024
Artificial intelligence has profoundly influenced the landscape of cyber warfare. 

https://www.itweb.co.za/article/ais-dual-edged-impact-on-cyber-warfare-empowering-defenders-and-
emboldening-attackers/WnpNgq21pJPMVrGd 

For more on this theme:
(UK) Is it time to refresh the UK’s cyber strategy?
https://www.computerweekly.com/opinion/Is-it-time-to-refresh-the-UKs-cyber-strategy

(Australia) Australian Treasury Publishes Digital and Cyber Security Strategy
https://www.regulationasia.com/australian-treasury-publishes-digital-and-cyber-security-strategy/

(India) ‘Make in India’ cyber security solutions for a safer digital future
https://www.dqindia.com/business-solutions/make-in-india-cyber-security-solutions-for-a-safer-digital-
future-6712290

(Japan) Japan Must Boost its Defenses Against Cyberattacks; Aggressive ‘Hybrid 
Warfare’ Seen as a Growing Threat
https://japannews.yomiuri.co.jp/editorial/political-pulse/20240727-200896/
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CYBERCRIME

Artificial intelligence fuelling global surge in cybercrime
Symela Touchtidou – EuroNews: 5 August 2024
Cybercrime is evolving rapidly thanks to artificial intelligence, and its cost around the world is 
estimated to reach $12.2 trillion a year by 2025. Today, cybercriminals are targeting citizens and 
businesses around the world with sophisticated techniques and hard-to-detect scams that can 
fool even experienced executives.

https://www.euronews.com/2024/05/08/cybercrime-on-the-rise-thanks-to-artificial-intelligence

For more on this theme:
(India) The Role of Digital Forensics and Cyber Crime Provisions in India’s  
New Criminal Laws
https://www.the420.in/role-digital-forensics-new-criminal-laws-bnss-bns-bsa/

(Global) Cybercriminals Abusing Cloudflare Tunnels to Evade Detection  
and Spread Malware
https://thehackernews.com/2024/08/cybercriminals-abusing-cloudflare.html

(U.S.) AHA podcast: The FBI’s Global Fight Against Cybercrime
https://www.aha.org/news/headline/2024-08-07-aha-podcast-fbis-global-fight-against-cybercrime

MILITARY’S ROLE IN CYBER

Should the U.S. Military Add a Cyber Force?
Jule Pattison-Gordon – Government Technology: 7 August 2024
As the U.S. military struggles to hire, train and retain cybersecurity talent, some say that the 
solution is adding a U.S. Cyber Force dedicated to digital defense.

https://www.govtech.com/security/should-the-u-s-military-add-a-cyber-force

For more on this theme:
(Philippines) Military, defense scholars crucial in fight vs fake news, says senator
https://www.philstar.com/nation/2024/08/01/2374676/military-defense-scholars-crucial-fight-vs-fake-
news-says-senator

(Global) Managing the insider cyber risk in military organizations
https://militaryembedded.com/cyber/cybersecurity/managing-the-insider-cyber-risk-in-military-
organizations

(Southeast Asia) Military fending off waves of cyber attacks over South China Sea 
dispute
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2024/08/1088804/military-fending-waves-cyber-attacks-over-
south-china-sea-dispute

(South Africa) Military Academy AI hub readies for student enrolment
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/cyber-defence/military-academy-ai-hub-readies-for-student-enrolment/
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CYBER RESILIENCE

Strengthening Global Cyber Resilience Through UN Security Council Initiatives
llison Pytlak and Shreya Lad – Stimson Center: 8 August 2024
Paving the way for the United Nations Security Council to uphold global cyber peace and 
security.

https://www.stimson.org/2024/strengthening-global-cyber-resilience-through-un-security-council-initiatives/

For more on this theme:
(Australia) How the critical infrastructure act demands resilience measures
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/how-the-critical-infrastructure-act-demands-resilience-measures/

(Global) Seismic Shifts, Solar Storms and Stalled Systems: The Urgent Need to 
Rethink Cyber-Resilience
https://www.institute.global/insights/tech-and-digitalisation/seismic-shifts-solar-storms-and-stalled-
systems-the-urgent-need-to-rethink

(Philippines) BSP Unveils Cyber Resilience Plan to Combat Growing Threats
https://fintechnews.ph/63929/security/bsp-unveils-cyber-resilience-plan-to-combat-growing-threats/

(Global) Strengthening Cyber Defenses: The Crucial Role of System Availability and 
Resilience
https://www.financialexpress.com/business/industry-strengthening-cyber-defenses-the-crucial-role-of-
system-availability-and-resilience-3573935/

INTERNET PRIVACY

Understanding data privacy: A compliance strategy can mitigate cyber threats
Reuters: 5 August 2024
Data privacy compliance in the legal world requires more than just following government 
regulations.

https://legal.thomsonreuters.com/en/insights/articles/understanding-data-privacy-a-compliance-
strategy-can-mitigate-cyber-threats

For more on this theme:
(Global) UN cybercrime treaty sparks global concern over privacy rights
https://www.calcalistech.com/ctechnews/article/8vp1kxh5f

(Global) Most 2024 Paris Olympics apps are putting your privacy at risk
https://www.techradar.com/computing/cyber-security/most-2024-paris-olympics-apps-are-putting-your-
privacy-at-risk

(U.S.) Is HIPAA enough to protect patient privacy in the digital era?
https://www.information-age.com/hipaa-patient-privacy-123511410/

(UK) UK Data Privacy Watchdog Targets Social Media for Children’s Privacy 
Violations
https://thecyberexpress.com/uk-targets-social-media-for-childrens-privacy/ 

(Global) TikTok sued for 'massive' invasion of child privacy
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cllyl14mr8lo
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PROGRAM ON TERRORISM AND SECURITY STUDIES (PTSS)

TERRORISM AROUND THE WORLD

Wake Up Call: UN Security Council’s Report on ISIS and al-Qaeda
Tom Joscelyn – Just Security: 5 August 2024
A United Nations Security Council report in late July says member states have “heightened” 
concerns about the “terrorist threat emanating regionally from Afghanistan,” specifically the 
Islamic State group’s Afghanistan affiliate and Tehrik-e Taliban Pakistan.   

https://www.justsecurity.org/98429/security-council-report-isis-qaeda/

For more on this theme:
The Islamic State’s External Operations Are More Than Just ISKP
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/islamic-states-external-operations-are-more-just-iskp 

IntelBrief: Growing Islamic State-Somalia Transnational Threat
https://thesoufancenter.org/intelbrief-2024-july-31/

Islamic State In Mozambique More Active, Sophisticated, UN Warns
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2024-08-01/islamic-state-in-mozambique-more-active-
sophisticated-un-warns

In the Shadow of the Caliphate: A Decade of Islamic State Gendered Violence
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/shadow-caliphate-decade-islamic-state-gendered-violence

Countering the Islamic State’s Gendered Violence and Minority Persecution
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/countering-islamic-states-gendered-violence-and-
minority-persecution

Radical British preacher Anjem Choudary sentenced to life in prison for directing a 
terrorist group
https://apnews.com/article/radical-preacher-anjem-choudary-terrorism-uk-sentence-f250e540d916f227db3b5a34877f01e2

Islamic state building a network in South Africa?
https://www.wionews.com/videos/islamic-state-building-a-network-in-south-africa-744473

Daesh entrenched in north-eastern Syria
https://www.atalayar.com/en/articulo/reports/daesh-entrenched-in-north-eastern-
syria/20240802090000203424.html

The looming threat: A resurgence of Islamic State and inter-clan fighting in Somalia
https://acleddata.com/2024/07/31/the-looming-threat-a-resurgence-of-islamic-state-and-inter-clan-
fighting-in-somalia-july-2024/

When a Message App Became Evidence of Terrorism
https://www.sapiens.org/culture/bylcok-turkey-terrorism-evidence/

‘Trends’ study analyses use of AI in terrorism, ways of confrontation
https://wam.ae/id/article/13td4ig-trends-study-analyses-use-terrorism-ways

Growing ISKP Threat Pushes Russia Closer to Taliban
https://jamestown.org/program/growing-iskp-threat-pushes-russia-closer-to-taliban/
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TERRORISM AROUND THE WORLD

For more on this theme:
ASIO has now declared the terrorist threat to Australia is ‘probable’.  
What does this mean?
https://theconversation.com/asio-has-now-declared-the-terrorist-threat-to-australia-is-probable-what-
does-this-mean-236131

The cancellation of Taylor Swift’s Eras Tour shows is the latest incident in a long 
history of concert terrorism
https://theconversation.com/the-cancellation-of-taylor-swifts-eras-tour-shows-is-the-latest-incident-in-a-
long-history-of-concert-terrorism-236392 

Intelligence bill would elevate ransomware to a terrorist threat
https://cyberscoop.com/ransomware-terrorism-ndaa-2025/

Alleged Taylor Swift terror plot fits a worrying trend as ISIS targets teens online
https://www.cnn.com/2024/08/07/europe/taylor-swift-alleged-terror-plot-pattern-isis-k-analysis-intl-hnk/
index.html

India and Pakistan Brace for Rising ISIS Threat
https://www.newsweek.com/india-pakistan-brace-rising-isis-threat-1935348

A Hashtag Perspective: Examining ISIS Supporter Activities on Twitter in Türkiye 
between 2019 and 2022
https://gnet-research.org/2024/08/07/a-hashtag-perspective-examining-isis-supporter-activities-on-
twitter-in-turkiye-between-2019-and-2022/

Preventing more ISIS terrorist attacks requires intelligence sharing between nations: 
Dan Hoffman
https://www.foxnews.com/video/6360109342112

Top UN official tells Security Council that Islamic State group, affiliates gaining 
power in Africa
https://apnews.com/article/united-nations-taylor-swift-islamic-state-alqaida-africa-4584c9d514d022d7af97406fbb745738

Yazidis seek justice on 10th anniversary of Islamic State genocide
https://www.voanews.com/a/yazidis-seek-justice-on-10th-anniversary-of-islamic-state-
genocide/7729458.html

The Narrative Power of Ismail Haniyeh’s Assassination for Central Asian Jihadists
https://thediplomat.com/2024/08/the-narrative-power-of-ismail-haniyehs-assassination-for-central-
asian-jihadists/

Column: Daesh-Khorasan Poses a Low Threat to the United States
https://www.hstoday.us/featured/column-daesh-khorasan-poses-a-low-threat-to-the-united-states/

“We cannot lose focus in the fight against Daesh”: UK statement at the UN Security 
Council
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/we-cannot-lose-focus-in-the-fight-against-daesh-uk-statement-
at-the-un-security-council
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Netanyahu says ‘victory’ over Hamas is in sight. The data tells a different story
Tamara Qiblawi. Et al. – CNN: 5 August 2024
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has repeatedly said that Israeli forces are nearing their 
goal of eliminating Hamas and destroying its military capabilities. Analyses of Hamas’ military 
operations since the October 7, 2023, attack cast doubt on his claims. 

https://www.cnn.com/interactive/2024/08/middleeast/gaza-israel-hamas-battalions-invs-intl/

For more on this theme:
Cyber Warfare Escalates Following Assassination of Hamas Leaders
https://techweez.com/2024/08/06/cyber-warfare-israel-hamas-conflict-escalation/ 

Analysis: The Islamic Republic prepares to avenge Ismail Haniyeh
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2024/08/analysis-the-islamic-republic-prepares-to-avenge-
ismail-haniyeh.php 

Hamas names Yahya Sinwar, mastermind of the Oct. 7 attacks, as its new leader in 
show of defiance
https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinians-hamas-gaza-sinwar-war-916e41c5201d0e88a8caab32c457af5d 

Hamas has a new leader. How will that affect the war in Gaza and cease-fire efforts?
https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinians-hamas-war-new-leader-sinwar-25d870421bb2ccd7ebc659a40d32429f 

Why Iran Will Escalate
https://www.csis.org/analysis/why-iran-will-escalate

What Iran’s attack against Israel could look like with the support of regional allies
https://apnews.com/article/israel-hamas-war-iran-yemen-houthis-lebanon-hezbollah-2bf649b0127edfdc65d08e6b68aa3695 

Iran may rethink reprisals against Israel over killing of Hamas’s leader
https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/aug/08/iran-may-rethink-reprisal-for-israels-killing-of-
hamass-ismail-haniyeh 

Iran will respond at ‘right time’ to killing of Hamas leader
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/czxlgwyevj9o 

Iran mulls scrapping plans to take revenge on Israel in exchange for a Gaza 
ceasefire
https://www.cnn.com/2024/08/08/middleeast/iran-israel-oic-gaza-deal-intl/index.html 

Hamas’s leader is dead, Iran vows revenge: can anything stop all-out war in the 
Middle East?
https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/aug/04/hamass-leader-is-dead-iran-vows-revenge-can-
anything-stop-all-out-war-in-the-middle-east 

Proxy forces armed by Iran could take part in retaliation against Israel over Hamas 
leader’s killing
https://apnews.com/video/iran-middle-east-israel-beirut-hezbollah-e19142b95f3d45d2b8475983e317d9a1 
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For more on this theme:
Analysis: Hints within Nasrallah’s speech about Hezbollah’s retaliation for Beirut strike
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2024/08/analysis-hints-within-nasrallahs-speech-about-
hezbollahs-retaliation-for-beirut-strike.php

Hezbollah’s Deadly Rockets Aren’t the Most Serious Threat to Israel’s Northern Border
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/hezbollahs-deadly-rockets-arent-most-serious-
threat-israels-northern-border 

US, Qatar and Egypt push urgent talks with Israel and Hamas on Aug 15
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/qatari-egyptian-us-leaders-invite-israel-hamas-resume-talks-
aug-15-2024-08-08/

Middle East braces for week that could determine the course of the Gaza war
https://www.cnn.com/2024/08/05/middleeast/middle-east-braces-for-iran-retaliation-israel-lebanon-
mime-intl/index.html

Nine UNRWA staff members were possibly involved in attack on Israel, UN says
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/nine-unrwa-staff-may-have-been-involved-oct-7-attack-
israel-says-un-2024-08-05/

The Middle East: Israeli Assassinations Have Challenged Iran’s Credibility
https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/the-middle-east-israeli-assassinations-have-
challenged-irans-credibility/

Forecasting Hezbollah’s Next Move
https://nationalinterest.org/feature/forecasting-hezbollah%E2%80%99s-next-move-212177 

RUSSIA/UKRAINE

How Ukraine’s incursion into Russia could change the war
Atlantic Council: 8 August 2024
Beginning on August 6, 2024, as many as 1,000 Ukrainian troops reportedly crossed the border 
into Russia’s Kursk region, capturing an estimated 44 square kilometers of territory. The size 
and depth of the incursion adds a significant new dimension to the ongoing conflict.

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/content-series/fastthinking/how-ukraines-incursion-into-russia-could-
change-the-war/

For more on this theme:
Ukraine foreign minister heads to Africa to win support in war against Russia
https://www.reuters.com/world/ukraine-foreign-minister-heads-africa-win-support-war-against-
russia-2024-08-04/

Russia warns Ukraine: peace terms will only get worse
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russia-warns-ukraine-peace-terms-will-only-get-
worse-2024-08-06/

Russia says Ukrainian troops crossed into its territory and launched ‘massive attack’
https://www.cnn.com/2024/08/07/europe/russia-ukrainian-troops-cross-border-intl/index.html



Return to Table of Contents14

RUSSIA/UKRAINE

For more on this theme:
French imports of Russia’s liquified natural gas surge, and Ukraine supporters  
seek a stop
https://apnews.com/article/russia-france-ukraine-liquified-natural-gas-shipments-eu-1bd02b575eace65806b4e37fffcd8186

Forget NATO membership for Ukraine; instead trade it for Ukrainian sovereignty
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/forget-nato-membership-for-ukraine-instead-trade-it-for-ukrainian-sovereignty/

The Current State of Ukrainian Mobilisation and Ways to Boost Recruitment
https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/current-state-ukrainian-mobilisation-and-
ways-boost-recruitment

Russia is destroying monuments as part of war on Ukrainian identity
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/russia-is-destroying-monuments-as-part-of-war-on-
ukrainian-identity/

‘Defeating Russia Is The Best Thing We Could Do For Russia’: Historian Timothy 
Snyder On The Ukraine War
https://www.rferl.org/a/timothy-snyder-russia-ukraine-war-victory/33067942.html

How Russia’s summer offensive is reshaping the war in Ukraine
https://www.theguardian.com/world/ng-interactive/2024/aug/08/how-russias-summer-offensive-is-
reshaping-the-war-in-ukraine

How Russia silences critical coverage of its war in Ukraine
https://cpj.org/2024/08/how-russia-silences-critical-coverage-of-its-war-in-ukraine/

Russia Is Now Paying the Highest of Costs for Ukraine War
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/russia-now-paying-highest-costs-ukraine-war-212147

Russia Recruiting Egyptians to Fight in Ukraine: Report
https://www.thedefensepost.com/2024/08/05/russia-recruiting-egyptians-ukraine/

The Narrow Bottleneck of Ukraine-Russia Reconciliation
https://cepa.org/comprehensive-reports/the-narrow-bottleneck-of-ukraine-russia-reconciliation/

Why Ukraine’s generals may have rolled the dice on an incursion into Russia
https://www.cnn.com/2024/08/08/europe/ukraine-russia-incursion-analysis-intl-cmd/index.html

The Rising Ukrainian Drone Industry: A Force To Be Reckoned With – Analysis
https://www.eurasiareview.com/06082024-the-rising-ukrainian-drone-industry-a-force-to-be-reckoned-
with-analysis/

Kyiv Set to Expand Support for Non-Russians in Russia
https://jamestown.org/program/kyiv-set-to-expand-support-for-non-russians-in-russia/

Russia Adopting Espionage Methods for Military Recruitment
https://jamestown.org/program/russia-adopting-espionage-methods-for-military-recruitment/
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