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COUNTERING TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED CRIME (CTOC) 

DRUG TRAFFICKING

How Syria and Iran fuel regional instability through illicit drug trade
Omar Abu Laila – Iran International: 19 August 2024
Over the past decade, the Middle East has witnessed a surge in drug manufacturing and 
trafficking, largely fueled by the Syrian conflict, with Iran proxies playing a major role.

https://www.iranintl.com/en/202408126589

	
For more on this theme:
Haitian ex-President Martelly hit with U.S. sanctions, accused of facilitating drug trade
https://apnews.com/article/sanctions-haiti-treasury-state-department-d9dc7cf6939a885cb7d4e69d994d3671 

Mexico to bring charges against capo, not for drugs, but for turning over another 
drug lord to US
https://apnews.com/article/mexico-sinaloa-cartel-zambada-guzman-capos-detained-2f91aa0e61f5399b841c422dfb945010 

A Cold War Is Raging Inside the Sinaloa Cartel Following El Mayo’s Capture
https://insightcrime.org/news/cold-war-raging-inside-sinaloa-cartel-following-el-mayo-capture/ 

Criminal networks are shifting from fentanyl imports to Canadian-made product
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/fentanyl-produced-in-canada-1.7275200

CORRUPTION

‘No stone unturned’: Vietnam’s new party boss extends his anti-corruption campaign
Giang Nguyen – NPR: 20 August 2024
Gen. Tô Lâm’s ascendancy to the top position in Vietnamese politics has ended monthslong 
political turmoil and infighting, but not the feared anti-corruption campaign started by his 
predecessor, the late Nguyễn Phú Trọng. 

https://www.npr.org/2024/08/20/g-s1-16888/vietnams-new-party-boss-anti-corruption-campaign

For more on this theme:
Attacks on Guatemala’s Anti-Corruption President Growing
https://insightcrime.org/news/attacks-on-guatemalas-anti-corruption-president-growing/ 

WHO to scrap weak PFAS drinking water guidelines after alleged corruption
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/article/2024/aug/13/world-health-organization-pfas-drinking-
water-health-guidelines

A paradise for corruption: Britain tries to clean up its dirtiest secret
https://www.politico.eu/article/virgin-islands-andrew-fahie-corruption-britain-tries-to-clean-up-its-
dirtiest-secret/

Attacks on Guatemala’s Anti-Corruption President Growing
https://insightcrime.org/news/attacks-on-guatemalas-anti-corruption-president-growing/



Return to Table of Contents3

WASTE TRAFFICKING

Maersk to return suspected toxic waste to Europe
Charles Newman – resource.co: 20 August 2024
Shipping company A.P. Moller-Maersk A/S has agreed to return an estimated 816 metric tons 
of suspected hazardous waste to Albania instead of delivering it to Thailand, following pressure 
from environmental groups.

https://resource.co/article/maersk-return-suspected-toxic-waste-europe

For more on this theme:
Ship with hazardous waste goes missing after Cape Town alert
https://www.capetownetc.com/news/ship-with-hazardous-waste-goes-missing/ 

‘Garbage-mafia’ ring busted
https://tvpworld.com/79738088/garbage-mafia-ring-busted

‘He Trafficked Bio-Medical Waste, Sold Unclaimed Bodies’: RG Kar Ex-Principal 
Sandip Ghosh Faces New Allegations
https://www.news18.com/india/he-trafficked-bio-medical-waste-sold-unclaimed-bodies-rg-kar-ex-
principal-sandip-ghosh-faces-new-allegations-9022476.html

Agency Warns Landowners to Guard Against Waste Crime
https://www.miragenews.com/agency-warns-landowners-to-guard-against-waste-1300037/

ORGANIZED CRIME AROUND THE WORLD

Ex-Intel Official Explains Chile’s Organized Crime Explosion
Sean Doherty – InSight Crime: 22 August 2024
For decades, Chile was relatively untouched by the violence that organized crime inflicted upon 
many of its neighbors. But with bomb threats aimed at courthouses, a stark rise in crimes like 
kidnapping, and issues maintaining order within prisons, warning signs suggest Chile’s status as 
one of Latin America’s “safe” countries is coming to an end.

https://insightcrime.org/news/ex-intel-official-explains-chiles-organized-crime-explosion/

For more on this theme:
Spate of Killings in Europe Reveal Escalating Conflict in Turkish Criminal Underworld

https://www.occrp.org/en/scoop/spate-of-killings-in-europe-reveal-escalating-conflict-in-turkish-criminal-underworld

Nordic Countries Unite to Tackle Sweden’s Gang Crime Epidemic
https://www.msn.com/en-ph/news/world/nordic-countries-join-forces-to-combat-spread-of-swedish-gang-
crime/ar-AA1oPKc4?ocid=BingNewsVerp

Investigation by Italian authorities offers insight into Turkish mafia clan wars
https://www.turkishminute.com/2024/08/13/investigation-italian-authorities-offered-insight-turkish-
mafia-clan-war/

Gulf Cartel
https://insightcrime.org/mexico-organized-crime-news/gulf-cartel-profile/
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TRAFFICKING IN SCARCE OR PROTECTED RESOURCES

Amazon countries are stepping-up measures to counter illicit financing of nature crime
Robert Muggah and Melina Risso – The Conversation: 12 August 2024
The United States has announced a new initiative to counter the illicit financing of 
environmental crime in the Amazon, and there are signs the issue has finally become an 
international priority.

https://theconversation.com/amazon-countries-are-stepping-up-measures-to-counter-illicit-financing-of-
nature-crime-236043

For more on this theme:
Drone flights and 3D scans: Scientist uses cutting-edge tech to protect Madagascar’s 
vulnerable forests
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/news/drone-flights-and-3d-scans-scientist-uses-cutting-edge-tech-to-
protect-madagascar-s-vulnerable-forests/ar-AA1oq22I?ocid=BingNewsVerp

The Andes are a key supplier of gold for the Amazon Basin
https://news.mongabay.com/2024/08/the-andes-are-a-key-supplier-of-gold-for-the-amazon-basin/

Mercury has long poisoned gold miners. This new strategy is helping change that
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/mercury-has-long-poisoned-gold-miners-new-strategy-
helping-change

Peru sets deadline for new regulations to combat illegal fishing by Chinese vessels
https://www.undercurrentnews.com/2024/08/13/peru-sets-deadline-for-new-regulations-to-combat-
illegal-fishing-by-chinese-vessels/ 

		
WEAPONS TRAFFICKING

Wildlife and weapons trafficking converge in Southeast Asia
Michael Picard – East Asia Forum: 31 July 2024
Indonesian police seized weapons and ammunition from an alleged trafficking network, 
exposing a rare fusion of two illicit economies — arms and wildlife trafficking. There are calls for 
increased regional cooperation and monitoring to tackle these criminal economies.

https://eastasiaforum.org/2024/07/31/wildlife-and-weapons-trafficking-converge-in-southeast-asia/

For more on this theme:
Algeria arrests 21 for alleged arms trafficking
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2567507/middle-east

Migrants, Guns & Cigarettes: Inside the Dark Network of a Dismantled Turkish Crime 
Syndicate in Italy
https://www.the420.in/migrants-guns-cigarettes-inside-the-dark-network-of-a-dismantled-turkish-crime-
syndicate-in-italy/ 

Is CariCom Losing Battle Against Guns And Firearms Trafficking?
https://www.thestkittsnevisobserver.com/is-caricom-losing-battle-against-guns-and-firearms-trafficking/

Beyond the Gaza War: Rising Drug and Arms Smuggling in the Arabian Peninsula
https://www.stimson.org/2024/rising-drug-and-arms-smuggling-arabian-peninsula/
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY CRIME AND COUNTERFEITING

Shein vs Temu: The battle of the fast fashion giants
Leandro Hernández – El País: 21 August 2024
The clash between the Chinese companies has escalated. In a lawsuit filed in the U.S. District 
Court in Washington, D.C., Shein claims its rival has engaged in a series of offenses ranging 
from theft of trade secrets and counterfeiting to trademark and copyright infringement.

https://english.elpais.com/economy-and-business/2024-08-21/shein-vs-temu-the-battle-of-the-fast-
fashion-giants.html

For more on this theme:
Euro forger who produced EUR 11 million in fake bills arrested in Italy
https://www.europol.europa.eu/media-press/newsroom/news/euro-forger-who-produced-eur-11-million-
in-fake-bills-arrested-in-italy 

Fake 500 rupee note in circulation? How to identify counterfeit notes
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/etimes/trending/fake-500-rupee-note-in-circulation-how-to-identify-
counterfeit-notes/articleshow/112495153.cms

Football League club tell fans they will BAN them if they wear knock-off shirts to 
home matches — despite charging £69 for official 2024-25 jerseys
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sport/football/article-13730267/sheffield-wednesday-threatens-shirt-ban-
fake-kits.html

Phnom Penh authorities seize over 1,000 boxes of counterfeit surgical thread in 
pharmacy raids
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/501540778/phnom-penh-authorities-seize-over-1000-boxes-of-
counterfeit-surgical-thread-in-pharmacy-raids/

HUMAN TRAFFICKING, FORCED LABOR AND MIGRANT SMUGGLING

Channel smugglers cram more migrants onto overcrowded boats to beat extra patrols
Molly Blackall – iNews: 12 August 2024
Gangs are sending more migrants across the English Channel on small boats in a bid to 
evade police patrols and boost profits, aid groups and officials say. The French Coast Guard 
has warned that more people are dying in crushes on board the packed vessels, rather than 
drowning during the perilous crossing.

https://inews.co.uk/news/channel-smugglers-migrants-overcrowding-boats-3223770?ico=most_popular

For more on this theme:
Ministers pledge to return more illegal migrants
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c5y87yp75ego 

Human Trafficking and Modern Slavery: Change in Ireland in its European Context
https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/news-events/human-trafficking-and-modern-slavery-change-ireland-
its-european-context

Combating human trafficking in Nigeria
https://blueprint.ng/combating-human-trafficking-in-nigeria/
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PROGRAM ON CYBER SECURITY STUDIES (PCSS)

INTERNET GOVERNANCE AND ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE REGULATION

UNESCO launches open consultation to inform AI governance
UNESCO: 19 August 2024
The discussion about Artificial Intelligence (AI) bills in legislative bodies has increased globally, 
and UNESCO has listed potential regulatory approaches for AI. The consultation paper aims to 
help craft AI legislation.

https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/unesco-launches-open-consultation-inform-ai-governance?hub=424

For more on this theme:
(Global) Governments may take a softer approach to encourage responsible AI: 
‘Overregulation will stifle AI innovation’
https://fortune.com/asia/2024/08/07/framework-guidance-regulate-ai-paypal-brainstorm-ai-singapore/ 

(Southeast Asia) Can Southeast Asian countries work together to regulate AI? ‘We 
love each other and yet … we’re always looking over our shoulder’
https://fortune.com/asia/2024/08/07/southeast-asia-countries-work-together-regulate-ai-gullnaz-baig-angsana/

(Global) Decoding Internet Governance Stakeholders, Part 1: Technical Community
https://circleid.com/posts/20240822-decoding-internet-governance-stakeholders-part-1-technical-community

(Australia) Australian government rolls out AI policy for responsible government use
https://industrialcyber.co/ai/australian-government-rolls-out-ai-policy-for-responsible-government-use/

	
INTERNET FREEDOM

Russia’s Window on the World Is Now Closing
Andrei Soldatov and Irina Borogan – CEPA: 13 August 2024
YouTube access within Russia is being shut down by President Vladamir Putin's censors 
despite — or because of — its role as a cultural phenomenon.

https://cepa.org/article/russias-window-on-the-world-is-now-closing/

For more on this theme:
(Bangladesh) Internet Shutdown, Social Media Ban Fail to Hide Images & Videos 
from Bangladesh
https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/world/internet-shutdown-social-media-ban-fail-to-hide-images-videos-
from-bangladesh/ar-AA1oiDEs

(Russia, China, Global) Russia and China Cheer UN Cybercrime Convention
https://cepa.org/article/russia-and-china-cheer-un-cybercrime-convention/

(Global) New U.N. Cybercrime Treaty Could Threaten Human Rights
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/0724--un-cybercrime/

(Jordan) Jordan using cybercrime laws ‘against pro-Palestine’ sentiment, Amnesty says
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/amnesty-warns-jordan-using-cybercrimes-law-stifle-free-expression
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CYBER CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE

Why attacks against critical national infrastructure (CNI) are such a threat — and 
how governments are responding
Kate O’Flaherty – ITPro: 13 August 2024
Organizations operating critical national infrastructure face an onslaught of cyberattacks 
by state-sponsored adversaries, prompting experts to call for better defense strategies and 
cooperation.

https://www.itpro.com/security/cyber-attacks/why-attacks-against-critical-national-infrastructure-cni-
are-such-a-threat

For more on this theme:
(Asia Pacific) Strengthening Cyber Defenses for Critical Infrastructure in the Asia Pacific
https://www.telecomreviewasia.com/news/featured-articles/4465-strengthening-cyber-defenses-for-
critical-infrastructure-in-the-asia-pacific

(U.S.) White House to study open source software in critical infrastructure
https://cyberscoop.com/open-source-critical-infrastructure-def-con/

(U.S.) US Gov’t Agency Issues Warning over Water Sector's Security
https://cybermagazine.com/articles/us-govt-agency-issue-warning-over-water-sectors-security

(U.S.) Cybersecurity Vulnerabilities Leave Critical Infrastructure Exposed
https://evrimagaci.org/tpg/cybersecurity-vulnerabilities-leave-critical-infrastructure-exposed-10046

CYBER STRATEGY AND WARFARE

Russia’s Becoming More Digitally Isolated — and Dependent on China
Justin Sherman – Council on Foreign Relations: 12 August 2024
Russia’s growing focus on domestic digital development and its deepening reliance on Chinese 
technology have major impacts on human rights and cybersecurity in Russia.

https://www.cfr.org/blog/russias-becoming-more-digitally-isolated-and-dependent-china

For more on this theme:
(U.S.) ODNI Unveils Strategy To Combat Cyber Intelligence Threats
https://www.afcea.org/signal-media/intelligence/odni-unveils-strategy-combat-cyber-intelligence-threats

(Cameroon) World Bank to revamp Cameroon’s cyber security policy
https://itweb.africa/content/6GxRKqYQanRqb3Wj

(Malaysia) Govt to improve Malaysia’s cyber security infrastructure
https://themalaysianreserve.com/2024/08/07/govt-to-improve-malaysias-cyber-security-infrastructure/

(UK) UK plans to revamp national cyber defense tools are already in motion
https://www.theregister.com/2024/08/02/uk_ncscs_plans_to_revamp/

(Global) Artificial Intelligence And The Future Of Warfare – OpEd
https://www.eurasiareview.com/06082024-artificial-intelligence-and-the-future-of-warfare-oped/

(EU) NIS 2 Directive: reinforcing cyber security across the EU
https://www.financierworldwide.com/nis-2-directive-reinforcing-cyber-security-across-the-eu
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CYBERCRIME

How Cybercrime Fuels Human Trafficking and Gambling Scams
Michael Novinson – Bank Info Security: 21 August 2024
Illegal gambling operations rely on cybercrime and human trafficking, with trafficked victims 
often forced to work in online casinos and scams, say Infoblox threat researchers.

https://www.bankinfosecurity.com/cybercrimes-dark-side-human-trafficking-illegal-gambling-a-26104

For more on this theme:
(Global) The evolution of cybercrime: Navigating the digital wild west
https://technode.global/2024/08/14/the-evolution-of-cybercrime-navigating-the-digital-wild-west/

(Europe) The impact of cybercrime on modern businesses in Europe
https://emerging-europe.com/community-content/the-impact-of-cybercrime-on-modern-businesses-in-europe/

(Global) Defining the line between virtual and reality: Investigating metacrime and 
cybercrime
https://techxplore.com/news/2024-08-line-virtual-reality-metacrime-cybercrime.html

(U.S.) Study reveals which U.S. states are most vulnerable to cyber-attacks
https://techinformed.com/colorado-named-state-most-vulnerable-to-cyber-attacks/

STATE-SPONSORED CYBERATTACKS

Russian Cyberattacks Are Strengthening Ukraine
Emily Otto – CEPA: 14 August 2024
Ukraine has blunted Russian cyberattacks. Instead of causing widespread damage, the attacks 
have reinforced Ukrainian resilience.

https://cepa.org/article/russian-cyberattacks-are-strengthening-ukraine/

For more on this theme:
(Iran, Israel) After Iran Steals Sensitive Israeli Data, Israel Tries to Censor the 
Internet
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/security-aviation/2024-08-21/ty-article-magazine/.premium/israels-
futile-war-against-massive-iranian-hack-of-secret-data/00000191-6bd7-d1ee-afb5-6bff8a510000

(U.S., Iran) U.S. agencies attribute Trump campaign hack to Iran
https://www.techtarget.com/searchsecurity/news/366605892/US-agencies-attribute-Trump-campaign-
hack-to-Iran 

(China, EU) Chinese Hacking Firm iSoon Targeted European Networks
https://www.bankinfosecurity.com/chinese-hacking-firm-isoon-targeted-european-networks-a-26059

(Iran, Israel) Iran-Israel cyberwar grows as military tensions mount
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2567910

(Iran) Iranian Cyber Group TA453 Targets Jewish Leader with New AnvilEcho Malware
https://thehackernews.com/2024/08/iranian-cyber-group-ta453-targets.html
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CYBER RESILIENCE

Strengthening Global Cyber Resilience Through UN Security Council Initiatives
Allison Pytlak and Shreya Lad – Stimson Center: 8 August 2024
The United Nations Security Council has a role in upholding global cyber peace and security.

https://www.stimson.org/2024/strengthening-global-cyber-resilience-through-un-security-council-initiatives/

For more on this theme:
(UK) Dominic Trott: A Resilience-based Cyber Strategy is Needed
https://cybermagazine.com/operational-security/dominic-trott-a-resilience-based-cyber-strategy-is-needed

(EU) Building Proactive Cyber Resilience for NIS2 and DORA
https://www.infosecurity-magazine.com/opinions/cyber-resilience-nis2-dora/

(Global) Companies aren’t as resilient against cyber risks as they think
https://www.cybersecuritydive.com/news/companies-resilient-cyber-risks/724581/

(Singapore) Singapore updates OT security blueprint to focus on data sharing and 
cyber resilience
https://www.zdnet.com/article/singapore-updates-ot-security-blueprint-to-focus-on-data-sharing-and-skills/

(Global) Leveraging AI for resilience in data security
https://itweb.africa/content/KzQenMjyLyE7Zd2r

	
RANSOMWARE

Manual techniques are fueling ransomware attacks, CrowdStrike says
Matt Kapko – Cybersecurity Dive: 16 August 2024
2024 is on track to be the highest-grossing year for ransomware payments, Chainalysis found, 
and threat groups are going after the technology sector.

https://www.cybersecuritydive.com/news/manual-techniques-fuel-ransomware/724472/

For more on this theme:
(Global) The Terrifying Rise of Ransomware Gangs
https://macleans.ca/society/technology/the-terrifying-rise-of-ransomware-gangs/

(U.S) Ransomware attack on Flint affecting city services as FBI investigates incident
https://therecord.media/ransomare-flint-incident-cyberattack-fbi-investigating

(U.S.) McLaren Health Care hit by ransomware attack again
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/mclaren-health-care-ransomware-attack-cyberattack/724615/

(U.S.) Microchip Technology’s production affected by ransomware attack
https://www.scmagazine.com/news/microchip-technologys-production-affected-by-ransomware-attack

(U.S.) FOG Ransomware Targets Higher Education
https://www.kroll.com/en/insights/publications/cyber/fog-ransomware-targets-higher-education

(U.S.) Ransomware attacks declining, but evolving in government, survey shows
https://statescoop.com/ransomware-attacks-declining-but-evolving-in-government-survey-shows/
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PROGRAM ON TERRORISM AND SECURITY STUDIES (PTSS)

TERRORISM AROUND THE WORLD

How Hezbollah Is Exploiting Cocaine, Corruption, and Chaos in Venezuela
Matthew Smith – Oil Price: 10 August 2024
Under President Nicholas Maduro, Venezuela has become a haven for Hezbollah. Stricter 
sanctions on Venezuela, however, could push the country further into illicit economies, 
benefiting Hezbollah and destabilizing the region.

https://oilprice.com/Energy/Energy-General/How-Hezbollah-Is-Exploiting-Cocaine-Corruption-and-
Chaos-in-Venezuela.html

For more on this theme:
From cybercrime to terrorism, FBI director says America faces many elevated threats 
‘all at once’
https://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/cybercrime-terrorism-fbi-director-america-faces-elevated-
threats-113049435 

10 Years After ISIS Genocide, Christians Are Under Threat
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/10-years-after-isis-genocide-christians-are-under-threat 

Brief: Oman Suffers First Islamic State Attack in Muscat
https://jamestown.org/program/brief-oman-suffers-first-islamic-state-attack-in-muscat/ 

Islamic State Increasingly Targeted and Threatened Western Sporting Events in 
Advance of the Paris Olympics
https://jamestown.org/program/islamic-state-increasingly-targeted-and-threatened-western-sporting-
events-in-advance-of-the-paris-olympics/ 

What foiled Taylor Swift concert attack plot says about Daesh threat to Europe
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2567934/world 

ISIS is alive and well, and targeting our largest festivities
https://thehill.com/opinion/national-security/4823882-isis-threat-austria-taylor-swift/

International Day for Remembrance of and Tribute to Victims of Terrorism
http://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1k/k1kybnq8o9

Islamic State resurgence concerns US-coalition forces in Iraq, Syria – report
https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/article-814353

India and Pakistan Brace for Rising ISIS Threat
https://www.newsweek.com/india-pakistan-brace-rising-isis-threat-1935348

Why is ISIS seeing a resurgence? – Transcript
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/frontburner/why-is-isis-seeing-a-resurgence-transcript-1.7294383

The Financial Future of the Islamic State
https://ctc.westpoint.edu/the-financial-future-of-the-islamic-state/

The Growing Rift Between Islamic State Khorasan Province and Tehreek-e-Taliban 
Pakistan
https://thediplomat.com/2024/08/the-growing-rift-between-islamic-state-khorasan-province-and-
tehreek-e-taliban-pakistan/
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TERRORISM AROUND THE WORLD

For more on this theme:
In the Shadow of the Caliphate: A Decade of Islamic State Gendered Violence
https://ctc.westpoint.edu/in-the-shadow-of-the-caliphate-a-decade-of-islamic-state-gendered-violence/

A ‘Hotbed’ or a Slow, Painful Burn? Explaining Central Asia’s Role in Global Terrorism
https://ctc.westpoint.edu/a-hotbed-or-a-slow-painful-burn-explaining-central-asias-role-in-global-
terrorism/

The History and Future of the Nordic Resistance Movement
https://ctc.westpoint.edu/the-history-and-future-of-the-nordic-resistance-movement/

The Taliban and IS-K May Not Be Opposed After All
https://foreignpolicy.com/2024/08/15/taliban-is-k-terrorism-afghanistan/

Taliban Battles Boredom, Risk Of Fighters Joining Enemy Ranks
https://www.rferl.org/a/afghanistan-taliban-islamic-state-isk-khorasan/33067638.html

Benin at Crossroads: Urgent Measures Needed to Combat Rising Terrorism
https://www.thedefensepost.com/2024/08/14/benin-strategies-combat-terrorism/

Al-Shabaab: growing from Somalia’s ruins
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/al-shabaab-growing-from-somalias-ruins/article68526346.ece

Column: Haqqani Network Poses a Low Threat to the United States
https://www.hstoday.us/featured/column-haqqani-network-poses-a-low-threat-to-the-united-states/

Afghanistan’s Evolving Terrorism Landscape under the Taliban
https://www.stimson.org/event/afghanistans-evolving-terrorism-landscape-under-the-taliban/

ISIS increasingly using AI to garner support: Experts
https://english.alarabiya.net/features/2024/08/23/isis-increasingly-using-ai-to-garner-support-experts

Taliban’s Afghanistan: A New Sanctuary for Terrorism
https://slguardian.org/talibans-afghanistan-a-new-sanctuary-for-terrorism/

Brief: Togo Resurfaces as Conflict Zone After JNIM Overruns Border Military Base
https://jamestown.org/program/brief-togo-resurfaces-as-conflict-zone-after-jnim-overruns-border-
military-base/

Iran and Pakistan Cooperate on Counter-Terrorism Amid Jaish al-Adl and Baloch 
Separatist Attacks
https://jamestown.org/program/iran-and-pakistan-cooperate-on-counter-terrorism-amid-jaish-al-adl-and-
baloch-separatist-attacks/

Pinterest Province: Islamic State Content On Image Boards
https://gnet-research.org/2024/08/19/pinterest-province-islamic-state-content-on-image-boards/

Barrack Busters: How the IRA Influenced Terrorists Around the World
https://greydynamics.com/barrack-busters-how-the-ira-influenced-terrorists-around-the-world/

The Amniyat: Al-Shabaab’s Secret Security and Intelligence Wing
https://greydynamics.com/the-amniyat-al-shabaabs-secret-security-and-intelligence-wing/
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GRAY AREA DYNAMICS, HYBRID WARFARE  
AND INFORMATION OPERATIONS

Wagner Group setback in Mali challenges Moscow’s strategy in Africa and the 
region’s faith in Russian mercenaries
Christopher Michael Faulkner – The Conversation: 9 August 2024
While Russia’s army is bogged down in Ukraine, its mercenaries are faring no better in Africa.

https://theconversation.com/wagner-group-setback-in-mali-challenges-moscows-strategy-in-africa-and-
the-regions-faith-in-russian-mercenaries-236285

For more on this theme:
China tells Philippines: US missile system a ‘destabilizing’ factor in regional security
https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/philippine/china-tells-philippines-us-missile-system-a-
destabilizing-factor-in-regional-security-08162024105558.html

The Role of Africa in Russia’s Geopolitics
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/audio/role-africa-russias-geopolitics

In Venezuela, Russia Answers US Support for Ukraine with “Symbolic Reciprocity”
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/venezuela-russia-answers-us-support-ukraine-symbolic-reciprocity

How the U.S. Can Counter Disinformation From Russia and China
https://www.cfr.org/expert-brief/how-us-can-counter-disinformation-russia-and-china

Gray Zone Warfare: How Counterintelligence Must Adapt to Modern Threats
https://news.clearancejobs.com/2024/08/21/gray-zone-warfare-how-counterintelligence-must-adapt-to-
modern-threats/

Foreign interference is a threat to Australia — including diaspora communities
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/foreign-interference-is-a-threat-to-australia-including-diaspora-communities/

Mining for Influence: China’s Mineral Ambitions in Taliban-Led Afghanistan
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/mining-influence-chinas-mineral-ambitions-taliban-led-afghanistan

Russia’s Other War in Europe
https://www.fpri.org/multimedia/2024/08/russias-other-war-in-europe/

Building Trust with China while waging grey warfare
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2024/08/21/building-trust-with-china-while-waging-grey-warfare/

North Korean ‘gray zone provocations’ are targeted during large-scale joint drills
https://www.stripes.com/theaters/asia_pacific/2024-08-23/north-korea-gray-zone-
disinformation-14952399.html

Is China conducting ‘gray zone’ warfare for Russia?
https://asiatimes.com/2024/08/is-china-conducting-gray-zone-warfare-for-russia/

How a hybrid war with China could hurt UK consumers
https://inews.co.uk/news/how-a-hybrid-war-with-china-could-hurt-uk-consumers-3231725

Adversaries Increasingly Weaponizing Social Media
https://www.ausa.org/news/adversaries-increasingly-weaponizing-social-media
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ISRAEL/HAMAS/IRAN

The real schism in the Israel-Hamas ceasefire talks is about who decides Gaza’s future
Amjad Iraqi – Chatham House: 23 August 2024
The main sticking point to reaching a truce in Gaza has essentially been the same for months: 
whether the cease-fire will be regarded as permanent, or if it will be temporary, leaving the door 
open for a continuation of the war after a hostage-prisoner swap is completed.

https://www.chathamhouse.org/2024/08/real-schism-israel-hamas-ceasefire-talks-about-who-decides-
gazas-future

For more on this theme:
Diplomacy is Iran’s Preferred Response to Haniyeh’s Killing
https://www.stimson.org/2024/diplomacy-is-irans-preferred-response-to-haniyehs-killing/

Analysis: High-wire diplomacy on possible Iran retaliation in the Israel-Hamas war 
draws in world
https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/analysis-high-wire-diplomacy-iran-retaliation-israel-
hamas-112798921 

Keeping the Middle East on Edge: Why Iran Threatens to Retaliate Against Israel — 
and Why It Has Not Yet Done So
https://mwi.westpoint.edu/keeping-the-middle-east-on-edge-why-iran-threatens-to-retaliate-against-
israel-and-why-it-has-not-yet-done-so/ 

War on the cyber front: Iran may target Israel with cyberattacks – analysis
https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/article-815092

Clarifying Strategic Risks: Scenarios of an Israel-Iran War

https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2024/08/18/clarifying-strategic-risks-scenarios-of-an-israel-iran-war/ 

Hezbollah’s escalation strategy: Threats without full-scale war
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2024/08/18/hezbollahs-escalation-strategy-threats-without-full-scale-war/ 

Cyber frontlines: Gaza war sparks digital ‘axis of resistance’
https://www.trtworld.com/magazine/cyber-frontlines-gaza-war-sparks-digital-axis-of-
resistance-18196648

Analysis: From “harsh punishment” to “tactical retreat” — time isn’t on Tehran’s side
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2024/08/analysis-from-harsh-punishment-to-tactical-retreat-
time-isnt-on-tehrans-side.php

Gaza's Looming Polio Threat — Gaza: The Human Toll
https://www.csis.org/analysis/gazas-looming-polio-threat-gaza-human-toll

Israel Is Winning: But Lasting Victory Against Hamas Will Require Installing New 
Leadership in Gaza
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/israel/israel-winning

Exclusive: Israeli demands for troops in Gaza blocking truce deal, sources say
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israeli-demands-troops-gaza-blocking-truce-deal-sources-
say-2024-08-22/

Iran says it will not take ‘hasty action’ against Israel for killing of Hamas political leader
https://www.cnn.com/2024/08/20/middleeast/iran-israel-irgc-comments-intl/index.html
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RUSSIA/UKRAINE

Ukraine’s gamble in Kursk restores belief it can beat Russia – it requires a  
Western response
Olga Tokariuk – Chatham House: 19 August 2024
The surprise raid has put talk of concessions to Moscow on hold. Kyiv hopes it will also defuse 
fears of Russian escalation.

https://www.chathamhouse.org/2024/08/ukraines-gamble-kursk-restores-belief-it-can-beat-russia-it-
requires-western-response

For more on this theme:
Ukraine has destroyed or damaged all 3 bridges over Russia’s Seym River, Russian 
sources say
https://apnews.com/article/ukraine-russia-0701b3c7f51d1dd1b6e74390f2201339 

North Korean leader hails deepening ties with Russia
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/korea/kim-putin-russia-ties-08162024011518.html

Resilience and Resolve: Commemorating Ukraine’s Independence Day Amidst War – 
Wilson Expert Takes
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/resilience-and-resolve-commemorating-ukraines-independence-
day-amidst-war-wilson-expert

Three Key Pillars for Ukrainian Energy Supplies to Get Through Next Winter
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/three-key-pillars-ukrainian-energy-supplies-get-through-next-winter

Ukraine’s Surprise Attack: An Update on the War With Russia
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/video/ukraines-surprise-attack-update-war-russia

The Haunting: Prigozhin’s Ghost Roams Kursk
https://cepa.org/article/the-haunting-prigozhins-ghost-roams-kursk-russia/

No Man’s Land
https://cepa.org/article/no-mans-land/

Life Sentence: 25 Years of Putin
https://cepa.org/article/life-sentence-25-years-of-putin/

Sahel: The New Front In The Ukraine-Russia War – Analysis
https://www.eurasiareview.com/15082024-sahel-the-new-front-in-the-ukraine-russia-war-analysis/

Decoding Kursk: Is the End in Sight in Ukraine?
https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/decoding-kursk-end-sight-ukraine

Ukraine’s gamble in Kursk restores belief it can beat Russia — it requires a Western 
response
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2024/08/ukraines-gamble-kursk-restores-belief-it-can-beat-russia-it-
requires-western-response

How Ukraine Re-Introduced Dynamism Into the War
https://warontherocks.com/2024/08/how-ukraine-re-introduced-dynamism-into-the-war/

How the Ukraine-Russia war is playing out differently on 3 separate fronts
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/19/g-s1-17561/ukraine-russia-war-three-fronts
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RUSSIA/UKRAINE

For more on this theme:
Poorly trained recruits contribute to loss of Ukrainian territory on eastern front, 
commanders say
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-war-new-recruits-pokrovsk-ed2d06ad529e3b7e47ecd32f79911b83

Invasion? What invasion? Putin is downplaying Ukraine’s Kursk offensive
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/invasion-what-invasion-putin-is-downplaying-
ukraines-kursk-offensive/

Putin’s slow response to the Kursk attack could test the patience of some of his 
backers in Russia
https://apnews.com/article/russia-putin-kursk-elites-ukraine-war-invasion-72d96d8cb52c105e9289dc6909900b13

Economic incentives could finally move Russia on Ukraine

https://thehill.com/opinion/international/4834617-russia-ukraine-war-future/

Kursk offensive could help free Ukrainians in Russian captivity
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/kursk-offensive-could-help-free-ukrainians-in-russian-captivity/

India’s Modi visits Ukraine this week, after a recent trip to Moscow. Here’s what it 
could mean
https://apnews.com/article/india-modi-ukraine-zelenskyy-russia-putin-3140f2f1b9b3c0e6c910f2afcedd0337

Exclusive: Putin ally Chemezov says West risks global war over Ukraine
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/putin-ally-chemezov-says-west-risks-global-war-over-
ukraine-2024-08-21/

Don’t use dating apps, Russia begs citizens as Ukraine advances in Kursk
https://www.politico.eu/article/dont-use-dating-apps-russia-tells-kursk-citizens-ukraine-incursion/

Ukraine’s lessons for Russia and the West  
https://thehill.com/opinion/international/4835307-ukraine-counter-invasion-lessons/

Ukraine’s Kursk offensive: big stakes, big risks for both sides
https://www.iiss.org/online-analysis/military-balance/2024/08/ukraines-kursk-offensive-big-stakes-big-
risks-for-both-sides/

Putin on Kursk failure: Not my fault
https://www.politico.eu/article/vladimir-putin-kursk-russia-invasion-war-in-ukraine/

Russia’s New Military Strategy: Exhaust Ukraine
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/russias-new-military-strategy-exhaust-ukraine-212421

Spinning Ukraine’s Kursk Incursion, Kremlin Says Russia Is Conducting  
A ‘Counterterrorism Operation’
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-ukraine-kursk-invasion-public-opinion/33087421.html

Analysis: How Russia looked the wrong way as Ukraine invaded
https://www.voanews.com/a/analysis-how-russia-looked-the-wrong-way-as-ukraine-invaded/7746388.html
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RUSSIA/UKRAINE

For more on this theme:
Ukraine’s Russia Advance Changes War Narrative – Analysis
https://www.eurasiareview.com/17082024-ukraines-russia-advance-changes-war-narrative-analysis/

Ukraine adopts ‘historic’ law to ban Russia-linked minority church
https://www.yahoo.com/news/ukraine-adopts-law-paving-way-092439896.html

Russia says Kursk attack means no peace talks with Ukraine for now, but keeps 
proposals on table
https://www.yahoo.com/news/russia-says-kursk-attack-means-094308167.html
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