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COUNTERING TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED CRIME (CTOC)

TRAFFICKING IN SCARCE OR PROTECTED RESOURCES

The International Consortium on Combating Wildlife Crime launches its 2023

Annual Report
CITES: 21 August 2024

The report, released in August, highlights successes in combating wildlife and forest crime in
countries supported by the consortium.

https://cites.org/eng/news/iccwc-launches-2023-annual-report

For more on this theme:

The Ugly Underbelly of Critical Mineral Mining
https://oilprice.com/Energy/Energy-General/The-Ugly-Underbelly-of-Critical-Mineral-Mining.html
Cigarette smuggling fuels crime, harms consumers: Industry group
https://malaya.com.ph/news_news/cigarette-smuggling-fuels-crime-harms-consumers-industry-group/
Lake Victoria: A battleground for environmental crime
https://www.independent.co.ug/lake-victoria-a-battleground-for-environmental-crime/

Charity calls for wildlife crime punishment reform
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c6248ypql7zo

Financial Investigations in Illegal Wildlife Trade Cases: Lessons from Nigeria

https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/conference-reports/financial-investigations-illegal-
wildlife-trade-cases-lessons-nigeria

System ‘set to fail’ in efforts to tackle wildlife crime, report warns

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/system-set-to-fail-in-efforts-to-tackle-wildlife-crime-report-
warns/ar-AA1p916N

Specialised training for improved investigations of wildlife crime in Malaysia
https://www.traffic.org/news/specialised-training-for-improved-investigations-of-wildlife-crime-in-malaysia/
Javan rhines, once thought safe from poachers, are anything but
https://theconversation.com/javan-rhinos-once-thought-safe-from-poachers-are-anything-but-233017
Clean forestry as a social yardstick
https://www.csmonitor.com/Commentary/the-monitors-view/2024/0822/Clean-forestry-as-a-social-yardstick
Crack Down: How Australia Will Tackle lllegal Timber at Ports
https://woodcentral.com.au/crack-down-how-australia-will-tackle-illegal-timber-at-ports/

A national park and its rangers in Bolivia endure persisting road construction,

illegal mining

https://news.mongabay.com/2024/08/a-national-park-and-its-rangers-in-bolivia-endure-persisting-road-
construction-illegal-mining/

Ghana: Has President Akufo-Addo failed in the fight against illegal mining?

https://www.theafricareport.com/359025/ghana-has-president-akufo-addo-failed-in-the-fight-against-
illegal-mining/
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ORGANIZED CRIME AROUND THE WORLD

Latin America to form regional alliance to stifle organized crime
Carolina Mella — El Pais: 20 August 2024

Security has become one of the main concerns and, according to the Inter-American
Development Bank, violence has weakened states, increased the cost of doing business and is
affecting the region’s economy.

https://english.elpais.com/international/2024-08-20/latin-america-to-form-regional-alliance-to-stifle-
organized-crime.html

For more on this theme:

After Venezuela Elections, Criminal Groups Work For or Against the Regime
https://insightcrime.org/news/after-venezuela-elections-criminal-groups-work-for-or-against-the-regime/
The blurred line between villains and victims: States must build resilience to
organized crime by protecting victims who are offenders.
https://globalinitiative.net/analysis/victim-witness-support-crime-resilience-ocindex/

The Italian recipe: Civil society a key building block of resilience to organized crime
https://globalinitiative.net/analysis/italy-civil-society-resilience-organized-crime-mafia/

Latin America’s Armed Groups Are Expanding Their Empires
https://americasquarterly.org/article/latin-americas-armed-groups-are-expanding-their-empires/
Taking criminal mafias in South Africa head-on

https://businesstech.co.za/news/government/787715/taking-criminal-mafias-in-south-africa-head-on/

DRUG TRAFFICKING

‘Wherever you have drugs, you have guns’: why is there an epidemic of violence in

the Caribbean?
Natricia Duncan — BBC: 19 August 2024

Crime is fueled by gangs, economic challenges and a deterioration of family values in one of the
most violent regions of the Americas.

https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/aug/19/caribbean-violent-regions-in-americas

For more on this theme:
Introducing The Killing Drugs, a new podcast ahout synthetic opioids around the world

https://www.brookings.edu/articles/introducing-the-killing-drugs-a-new-podcast-about-synthetic-opioids-
around-the-world/

Canada’s organized crime networks have hegun producing fentanyl domestically
https://tnc.news/2024/08/13/canadas-organized-crime-producing-fentanyl-domestically/

Mexican Cartels Expand Their Presence in Colombia
https://dialogo-americas.com/articles/mexican-cartels-expand-their-presence-in-colombia/

No, China isn’t really suppressing its production of fentanyl precursors
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/no-china-isnt-really-suppressing-its-production-of-fentanyl-precursors/
20 years after the first Australian meth epidemic, another is upon us

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/20-years-after-the-first-australian-meth-epidemic-another-is-upon-us/
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY CRIME AND COUNTERFEITING

Why intellectual property collaboration is critical in a fracturing world
Stanley Lai — The Straits Times: 28 August 2024

Amid geopolitical and economic upheavals, artificial intelligence advancements require new ways
to strengthen innovation-driven growth. Singapore can play a key role in building collaboration.

https://www.straitstimes.com/opinion/why-intellectual-property-collaboration-is-critical-in-a-fracturing-world

For more on this theme:
‘Don’t feel real’: Police issue warning after counterfeit $100 notes found circulating
in southern Tasmania

https://www.skynews.com.au/business/finance/dont-feel-real-police-issue-warning-after-counterfeit-
100-notes-found-circulating-in-southern-tasmania/news-story/400457 1fc88ff94f89b00547bda2932d

Unboxing Counterfeit Luxury Goods in International Trade
https://www.theregreview.org/2024/08/17/unboxing-counterfeit-luxury-goods-in-international-trade/
Startup Stories: Curbing the Spread of Counterfeit Medicine
https://som.yale.edu/story/2024/startup-stories-curbing-spread-counterfeit-medicine

Challenges in applying criminal measures to combat counterfeits in Vietham

https://www.managingip.com/article/2doyf314rj53zrtunqccg/sponsored-content/challenges-in-applying-
criminal-measures-to-combat-counterfeits-in-vietnam

HUMAN TRAFFICKING, FORCED LABOR AND MIGRANT SMUGGLING

Sea of misery: BBC expose reveals Indian workers trapped in modern slavery on

Scottish fishing vessels
FirstPost: 20 August 2024

In a chilling investigation, the BBC exposes the harrowing plight of migrant workers trapped in
modern slavery aboard Scottish fishing vessels, revealing their cruel exploitation and abuse.

https://www.firstpost.com/world/sea-of-misery-bbc-expose-reveals-indian-workers-trapped-in-modern-
slavery-on-scottish-fishing-vessels-13806333.html

For more on this theme:

“A perfect storm for smuggling”: New UNODC research on migrant smuggling
in Southeast Asia reveals why people seek out smugglers

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/frontpage/2024/August/a-perfect-storm-for-smuggling_-new-unodc-
research-on-migrant-smuggling-in-southeast-asia-reveals-why-people-seek-out-smugglers.html

Panama starts returning migrants on US-funded flights
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cqjlgkOwv1no
UK government to hoost staff, crack down on employers, in bid to fight people smuggling

https://www.reuters.com/world/uk/uk-government-boost-staff-crackdown-employers-bid-fight-people-
smuggling-2024-08-20/

Out of the Shadows: Addressing the Dynamics of Trafficking in Persons Belonging
to Minorities, including National Minorities
https://www.osce.org/secretariat/574475
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CORRUPTION

Corruption holds small businesses back: Ghana study reveals two strategies to avoid

the traps
Samuel Adomako and Joseph Amankwah-Amoah — The Conversation: 21 August 2024

Small and medium enterprises, which account for about half of the economies of countries in
Sub-Saharan Africa, face significant obstacles to growth and prosperity, with corruption perhaps
the biggest challenge.

https://theconversation.com/corruption-holds-small-businesses-back-ghana-study-reveals-two-
strategies-to-avoid-the-traps-235609

For more on this theme:

Former Russian Deputy Defense Minister Pavel Popov Detained On Fraud Charges
https://www.rferl.org/a/pavel-popov-fraud-detainment-defense-ministry-corruption-russia/33098231.html
Taiwan People’s Party Faces Its First Corruption Scandals
https://thediplomat.com/2024/08/taiwan-peoples-party-faces-its-first-corruption-scandals/

Slovakia Gov't to Dishand Police Agency Investigating Corruption
https://www.occrp.org/en/news/slovakia-govt-to-disband-police-agency-investigating-corruption
Putin’s Suddenly Worried About Corruption in Russia
https://www.newsweek.com/putin-corruption-russia-military-purge-1941021

China’s anti-corruption net has risk-averse officials afraid to innovate

https://www.scmp.com/news/china/politics/article/3274741/no-bold-moves-chinas-anti-corruption-net-
has-risk-averse-officials-afraid-innovate

Hungary Adopts New Anti-Corruption Strategy to Unlock EU Funds
https://www.yahoo.com/news/hungary-adopts-anti-corruption-strategy-074848900.html

UNDP Unveils Comprehensive Report on Grand Corruption Cases in Kurdistan Region
https://www.undp.org/irag/news/undp-unveils-comprehensive-report-grand-corruption-cases-kurdistan-region

NZ’s white-collar crime gap: just 1% of serious fraud complaints result in
prosecution

https://theconversation.com/nzs-white-collar-crime-gap-just-1-of-serious-fraud-complaints-result-in-
prosecution-236477

Driving Justice: how to ensure effective anti-corruption in South Africa
https://issafrica.org/events/driving-justice-how-to-ensure-effective-anti-corruption-in-south-africa
A single anti-corruption agency is a high-risk option for South Africa
https://issafrica.org/iss-today/a-single-anti-corruption-agency-is-a-high-risk-option-for-south-africa
Indonesian Police Crack Down on Anti-Corruption Protests
https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/08/29/indonesian-police-crack-down-anti-corruption-protests

In Mexico and Brazil, Anti-Corruption Efforts Seem to Have Faded

https://www.americasquarterly.org/article/in-mexico-and-brazil-anti-corruption-efforts-seem-to-have-faded/
South Africa is investigating alleged $7B corruption at state-owned companies
https://apnews.com/article/south-africa-corruption-graft-investigations-6efc 1cab8446c882758943382d6bdd3b
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PROGRAM ON CYBER SECURITY STUDIES (PCSS)

INTERNET GOVERNANCE AND ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE REGULATION

Meta and Spotify CEOs criticize Al regulation in the EU
Sarah Perez — TechCrunch: 23 August 2024

In joint statements posted to their companies’ websites, Meta's CEO Mark Zuckerberg and
Spotify's CEO Daniel Ek said European Union privacy regulations are holding back innovation
using open source Al.

https://techcrunch.com/2024/08/23/meta-and-spotify-ceos-criticize-ai-regulation-in-the-eu/

For more on this theme:
(Asia-Pacific) Asia-Pacific Regulations Keep Pace With Rapid Evolution of Artificial
Intelligence Technology

https://datamatters.sidley.com/2024/08/16/asia-pacific-regulations-keep-pace-with-rapid-evolution-of-
artificial-intelligence-technology/

(U.S.) Big Tech wants Al to be regulated. Why do they oppose a California Al bill?

https://www.reuters.com/technology/artificial-intelligence/big-tech-wants-ai-be-regulated-why-do-they-
oppose-california-ai-bill-2024-08-21/

(U.S.) Patchwork of state Al privacy laws creates confusion and uncertainty

https://www.biometricupdate.com/202408/patchwork-of-state-ai-privacy-laws-creates-confusion-and-uncertainty

INTERNET FREEDOM

Telegram: How the app defies calls for hate censorship
Timothy Rooks — Deutsche Welle: 26 August 2024

After the arrest of Telegram’s boss in France, attention is on the messaging app and its hands-off
approach to content moderation. Some blame it for inflaming unrest, others see it as a den for
criminal activity.

https://www.dw.com/en/telegram-app-ceo-arrested-what-is-telegram-and-why-do-some-authorities-hate-
it/a-70051335

For more on this theme:

(Pakistan) Government Admits to Internet Interference
https://www.globalvillagespace.com/government-admits-to-internet-interference/

(Russia) Russian users get locked out of Telegram and WhatsApp as Moscow
intensifies internet censorship

https://fortune.com/europe/2024/08/22/russian-users-get-locked-out-of-telegram-whatsapp-as-moscow-
intensifies-internet-censorship-youtube/

(China) Chinese broadband satellites may be Beijing’s flying spying censors,
think tank warns

https://www.theregister.com/2024/08/28/aspi_china_satellite_broadband_risk/
(Russia) The science of Russian Internet censorship and surveillance

https://meduza.io/en/episodes/2024/08/24/the-science-of-russian-internet-censorship-and-surveillance
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CYBER CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE

Safeguarding India’s Future: The urgent need for a critical infrastructure protection act
Padmalochan Dash — The Pioneer: 20 August 2024

Legislation is needed to fortify the nation’s vital systems against emerging challenges. It would
ensure both national security and sustained economic growth.

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2024/columnists/safeguarding-india-s-future--the-urgent-need-for-a-
critical-infrastructure-protection-act.html

For more on this theme:
(Global) Safeguarding Subsea Cables: Protecting Cyber Infrastructure amid Great
Power Competition

https://www.csis.org/analysis/safeguarding-subsea-cables-protecting-cyber-infrastructure-amid-great-
power-competition

(Australia) CSIRO and Google Partner to Fix Critical Infrastructure Cyber Gaps

https://australiancybersecuritymagazine.com.au/csiro-and-google-partner-to-fix-critical-infrastructure-
cyber-gaps/

(Global) Thales 2024 Critical Infrastructure report reveals a rise in ransomware and
a lack of readiness

https://www.cyberdaily.au/security/10980-thales-2024-critical-infrastructure-report-reveals-a-rise-in-
ransomware-and-a-lack-of-readiness

(Singapore) National cyber-security strategy to protect critical systems gets update
as cyber threats rise

https://www.straitstimes.com/tech/national-cyber-security-strategy-to-protect-critical-systems-gets-
update-as-cyber-threats-rise

CYBER STRATEGY AND WARFARE

The growing menace of cyber warfare
Maryum Khalid — Science & Technology: 18 August 2024

The rising number of cyberattacks is changing the world, with countries taking steps to increase
their cybersecurity, but there is no universal and formal definition for how a cyberattack may
constitute an act of war.

https://www.meer.com/en/80527-the-growing-menace-of-cyber-warfare

For more on this theme:

(Global) US Firms Warn Against ‘Unprecedented’ Hong Kong Cyber Rules
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/us-firms-warn-against-unprecedented-031553267.html

(UK) How might the UK’s cyber landscape change under Labour?
https://www.computerweekly.com/opinion/How-might-the-UKs-cyber-landscape-change-under-Labour
(China) Chinese notion of cyber sovereignty: Building an alternate digital order

https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/chinese-notion-of-cyber-sovereignty-building-an-alternate-
digital-order
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CYBERCRIME

Some major firms are being targeted by this dangerous new cybercrime campaign
Sead Fadilpasi¢ — TechRadar: 19 August 2024

Poor cybersecurity, including easily accessed files and safety protocols that were not updated, has
resulted in multiple organizations being targeted with ransom attacks, experts have warned.

https://www.techradar.com/pro/security/some-major-firms-are-being-targeted-by-this-dangerous-new-
cybercrime-campaign

For more on this theme:

(Global) Dark web revealed — how the internet’s shadowy twin fuels cybercrime and
empowers digital privacy
https://www.the-sun.com/tech/12155121/dark-web-revealed-hackers-criminals-tor-privacy/
(Australia) How striking back against phishing and fraudulent websites can help
make Australia cyber-secure

https://www.smartcompany.com.au/opinion/striking-back-against-phishing-fraudulent-websites-
australia-cyber-secure/

(Nepal) Unprepared, understaffed: Nepal’s Cyber Bureau helpless to check exploding
cybercrime

https://www.malaysiasun.com/news/274509428/unprepared-understaffed-nepal-cyber-bureau-helpless-
to-check-exploding-cybercrime

(Global) Cybercrime consolidation: the big fish are getting bigger

https://cybernews.com/security/cybercrime-consolidation-big-fish-getting-bigger/

STATE-SPONSORED CYBERATTACKS

Iranian State Hackers Team Up with Ransomware Gangs in Attacks on US
Hack Read: 29 August 2024

A joint cybersecurity advisory by the FBI, the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency
and the Department of Defense Cyber Crime Center warns of Iranian hackers partnering with
ransomware gangs to target U.S. organizations and sell network access to cyber criminals.

https://hackread.com/iranian-state-hackers-ransomware-gangs-us-attacks/

For more on this theme:

(North Korea) North Korean Hackers Deploy New MoonPeak Trojan in

Cyber Campaign
https://thehackernews.com/2024/08/north-korean-hackers-deploy-new.html

(UK, Global) Drastic Increase in State-Sponsored Cyber Threats Amid Rising
Geopolitical Tension

https://www.bbntimes.com/technology/drastic-increase-in-state-sponsored-cyber-threats-amid-rising-
geopolitical-tension
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CYBER RESILIENCE

Strengthening ASEAN-Japan Cybersecurity Cooperation
Asha Hemrajani and Mae Chow — Fulcrum: 20 August 2024

Given the specter of rising cyber threats in the region, Japan and ASEAN member countries are
best placed to work together to boost cyber resilience.

https://fulcrum.sg/strengthening-asean-japan-cybersecurity-cooperation/

For more on this theme:
(Global) Paris 2024 Olympic Games: A test of resilience played out under the
global public eye

https://www.thebci.org/news/paris-2024-olympic-games-a-test-of-resilience-played-out-under-the-
global-public-eye.html

(Australia) Beating the hackers — how three Aussie initiatives are tackling cyber
risk at the source

https://lotfourteen.com.au/news/beating-the-hackers-how-three-aussie-initiatives-are-tackling-cyber-
risk-at-the-source/

(EU) Shielded: enhancing EU cyber resilience
https://www.financierworldwide.com/shielded-enhancing-eu-cyber-resilience

(Singapore) #WorkinginCSA: Fortifying Cyber Resilience in the Energy Sector’s
Critical Infrastructure

https://www.csa.gov.sg/Explore/careers/working-in-csa/workingincsa--fortifying-cyber-resilience-in-the-
energy-sector-s-critical-infrastructure

RANSOMWARE

Ransomware on track for record profits, even as fewer victims pay
Laura French — SC Medlia: 20 August 2024

Ransomware payments in 2024 are on track to hit a record total value, even as fewer victims are
choosing to pay attackers, Chainalysis found in its 2024 Crypto Crime Mid-year Update.

https://www.scmagazine.com/news/ransomware-on-track-for-record-profits-even-as-fewer-victims-pay

For more on this theme:

(Global) CISA Warns of Critical Jenkins Vulnerability Exploited in Ransomware Attacks
https://thehackernews.com/2024/08/cisa-warns-of-critical-jenkins.html

(Global) Why Are Organizations Losing the Ransomware Battle?
https://www.darkreading.com/vulnerabilities-threats/why-are-organizations-losing-ransomware-battle
(Global) Ransomware-as-a-Service Is Changing Extortion Efforts
https://spectrum.ieee.org/ransomware-as-a-service

(U.S.) Ransomware attacks on schools threaten student data nationwide
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/school-ransomware-attacks-threaten-student-data/

(Global) Preparing for ransomware threats in 2025: What you need to know

https://www.scmagazine.com/resource/preparing-for-ransomware-threats-in-2025-what-you-need-to-know
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PROGRAM ON TERRORISM AND SECURITY STUDIES (PTSS)

TERRORISM AROUND THE WORLD

How does IS keep recruiting people — and who are they?
Ralph Martin — Deutsche Welle: 29 August 2024

The extremist Islamic State group has claimed responsibility for a deadly knife attack in
Solingen, Germany. How does the group, which was defeated on the battlefield in Syria and
Iraq a decade ago, still recruit members?

https://www.dw.com/en/how-does-is-keep-recruiting-people-and-who-are-they/video-70075730

For more on this theme:

Analysis: Al Qaeda kills hundreds in Burkina Faso attack
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2024/08/analysis-al-gaeda-kills-hundreds-in-burkina-faso-attack.php
The suspect in the Germany attack was motivated by Islamic State group ideology,
prosecutors say
https://apnews.com/article/germany-knife-attack-solingen-islamic-state-1095235a9dadf6e 1 005e8adff52d05b4
Solingen Stabbing Ignites Fears of Resurgent Jihadism Targeting Germany
https://thesoufancenter.org/intelbrief-2024-august-28/

Iran Claims To Have Arrested 14 Members of Islamic State-Khorasan
https://www.rferl.org/a/iran-arrest-islamic-state-khorasan-14-members/33089697.html

Arrest of Telegram Founder Linked to Concerns of ISIS Recruitment

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/arrest-of-telegram-founder-linked-to-concerns-of-isis-
recruitment/ar-AAlpznnJ

Russian special forces free hostages taken by four men linked to Islamic State

https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/aug/23/knife-wielding-russian-convicts-take-prison-
staff-hostage-and-kill-one-guard

16 killed, 20 abducted in Congo in attacks blamed on Islamic State-linked rebels

https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/16-villagers-killed-20-abducted-congo-attacks-
blamed-112910288

Taylor Swift concert terrorist plotters wanted to kill “tens of thousands,” CIA official says

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/taylor-swift-concert-terrorist-plotters-wanted-to-kill-tens-of-thousands-
cia-official-says/

How the Taylor Swift teenage ISIS plotters slipped through Vienna's security cracks

https://www.thenationalnews.com/news/europe/2024/08/23/how-taylor-swifts-isis-teenage-plotters-
slipped-through-viennas-cracks/

Iraq: 2 Islamic State Hideouts Dismantled, but Terrorism Still Poses a Threat
https://www.specialeurasia.com/2024/08/28/irag-islamic-state-threat/
Germany and Europe are once again ‘Islamic State’ targets
https://www.dw.com/en/germany-and-europe-face-renewed-islamic-state-threats/a-70061963

ISIS Executes 69 Boko Haram Members, Civilians in Nigeria

https://theatlasnews.co/latest/2024/08/26/isis-executes-69-boko-haram-members-civilians-in-nigeria/
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TERRORISM AROUND THE WORLD

For more on this theme:

How the SDF’s release of Islamic State prisoners could impact Iraq
https://www.newarab.com/analysis/how-sdfs-release-prisoners-could-impact-iraq

Ten years after Islamic State, Yazidis await justice
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/ten-years-after-islamic-state-yazidis-await-justice/

How al-Qaeda has found a foothold again in Taliban-controlled Afghanistan
https://www.independent.co.uk/asia/south-asia/taliban-afghanistan-al-gaeda-bin-laden-b2597312.html
Combatting Islamist extremism in Africa and India’s imminent responsibilities
https://www.orfonline.org/research/combatting-islamist-extremism-in-africa-and-india-s-imminent-responsibilities
Al-Shabab ‘bans’ tree-cutting — but not to save the environment
https://www.voanews.com/a/al-shabab-bans-tree-cutting-but-not-to-save-the-environment/7745846.html
Why Has Al-Shabaab Increased Its Targeting of Civilians?
https://www.politics-dz.com/why-has-al-shabaab-increased-its-targeting-of-civilians/

Iran’s Border Wall: A Shield Against Terror? — OpEd
https://www.eurasiareview.com/20082024-irans-border-wall-a-shield-against-terror-oped/

Voices for Peace: The Crucial Role of Victims of Terrorism as Peace Advocates
and Educators

https://www.un.org/en/un-chronicle/voices-peace-crucial-role-victims-terrorism-peace-advocates-and-educators
UN chief highlights ‘unimaginable grief’ stemming from terror attacks
https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/08/1153396

Swift Response: Protecting Crowded Spaces From Terrorist Threats

https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/swift-response-protecting-crowded-
spaces-terrorist-threats

Community-oriented policing: missing link in AU counter-terrorism operations
https://issafrica.org/iss-today/community-oriented-policing-missing-link-in-au-counter-terrorism-operations
Australia’s international counter-terrorism efforts need reinvigorating
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/australias-international-counter-terrorism-efforts-need-reinvigorating/
The Iranian Revolution as a Tool for Exporting Terrorism to Latin America
https://dialogo-americas.com/articles/the-iranian-revolution-as-a-tool-for-exporting-terrorism-to-latin-america/
The rise of Isis in Russia’s prisons
https://www.spectator.co.uk/article/the-rise-of-isis-in-russias-prisons/

Women’s Lives under Islamic State in Niger’s Tillabery

https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/sahel/niger/b200-womens-lives-under-islamic-state-nigers-tillabery
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Philippine defense chief calls China ‘higgest disruptor’ to regional peace
Jason Gutierrez — Benar News: 27 August 2024

While speaking at a Manila forum co-hosted by his department and the U.S. military’s regional
command, Philippine Defense Secretary Gilberto Teodoro Jr. accused Beijing of trying to divide
memberstates in the Association of Southeast Asian Nations.

https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/philippine/philippine-defense-chief-calls-china-biggest-
disruptor-to-regional-peace-08272024130108.html

For more on this theme:

Directing Responses Against lllicit Influence Operations (D-RAIL)
https://www.disinfo.eu/publications/directing-responses-against-illicit-influence-operations-d-rail/
Defence Intelligence: Russia is preparing new information operations against
Ukrainian refugees in Europe

https://odessa-journal.com/defence-intelligence-russia-is-preparing-new-information-operations-against-
ukrainian-refugees-in-europe

How Russian special information operations try to undermine mobilization in Ukraine
https://uatv.ua/en/how-russian-special-information-operations-try-to-undermine-mobilization-in-ukraine/
Pacific leaders back regional police force amid China concerns
https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/pacific/pacific-islands-police-initiative-08282024005328.html|
‘Northern frontier culture’: How China is erasing ‘Mongolia’ from Mongolian culture

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/northern-frontier-culture-how-china-is-erasing-mongolia-from-
mongolian-culture/

Defending democracy: The case for an integrated fight against disinformation
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/defending-democracy-the-case-for-an-integrated-fight-against-disinformation/
Australia needs a coast guard to fight and win in the grey zone
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/australia-needs-a-coast-guard-to-fight-and-win-in-the-grey-zone/

China’s grey zone warfare against Taiwan is a money-guzzler, cost Beijing $15.3 bn
in 2023

https://www.firstpost.com/world/china-greyzone-warfare-against-taiwan-is-a-money-guzzler-cost-beijing-
15-3-bn-in-2023-13808584 .html

Japan says China’s increasingly aggressive air force breached its airspace for the
first time ever

https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/world/japan-says-china-s-increasingly-aggressive-air-force-breached-
its-airspace-for-the-first-time-ever/ar-AA1l pwaeu
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All-out war between Israel and Hezhollah is far from inevitahle
Lina Khatib — Chatham House: 29 August 2024

Despite escalations, a full-blown conflict would be bad for both sides. But all this brinkmanship
is diverting attention from Palestine.

https://www.chathamhouse.org/2024/08/all-out-war-between-israel-and-hezbollah-far-inevitable

For more on this theme:

After Israel and Hezbollah exchange heavy fire, what’s next for Middle East?
https://www.yahoo.com/news/israel-hezbollah-exchange-heavy-fire-132206219.html

The conflict goes on, but no party desires an all-out Middle East war
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-conflict-goes-on-but-no-party-desires-an-all-out-middle-east-war/
Many Israelis say social media content about the Israel-Hamas war should be censored

https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2024/08/26/many-israelis-say-social-media-content-about-
the-israel-hamas-war-should-be-censored/

Hezhollah Attempts to Restore Deterrence
https://thesoufancenter.org/intelbrief-2024-august-26/

Even if a Gaza ceasefire is agreed, Israel has made clear it reserves the right to
resume the war with Hamas
https://www.cnn.com/2024/08/23/politics/gaza-ceasefire-israel-right-resume-fighting/index.html
Israel, Hamas set three-day pauses in fighting for Gaza polio shots, WHO says

https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/who-has-preliminary-commitment-some-
gaza-pauses-polio-vaccinations-2024-08-29/

What to know about Israel’s large-scale military operation in the occupied West Bank
https:/apnews.convarticle/israel-palestinians-hamas-war-west-bank-raids-explain-74d61deb5ef9173a54d07ebc826caa94
Two sworn enemies hold the key to ending the war in Gaza. Does either man want a deal?
https:/apnews.com/article/israel-palestinians-netanyahu-sinwar-ceasefire-talks-cOOb30d31ac8d25592ce63c2398097a5
Has Palestinians’ perception of Hamas changed?
https://www.dw.com/en/has-palestinians-perception-of-hamas-changed/a-70021640

It looked like Israel and Hezhollah had gone to war, but then they pulled back.
Here's what to know
https://apnews.com/article/israel-lebanon-hezbollah-iran-us-d3aeb1826cca2cbcda019f4778947e5b
Another One-Day War? What the Latest Hezbollah-Israel Clash Reveals About
Deterrence and Escalation

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/another-one-day-war-what-latest-hezbollah-israel-
clash-reveals-about-deterrence-and

Israel Turns Up the Heat on Hezbollah

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/israel-turns-heat-hezbollah
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For more on this theme:
Israel and Hezhollah have good reason to avoid war — but it remains possible

https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/aug/25/israel-and-hezbollah-have-good-reason-to-
avoid-war-but-it-remains-possible

Hamas Diplomacy: From Haniyeh to Sinwar
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/hamas-diplomacy-haniyeh-sinwar

Could escalating Iran-Israel tensions spill into the South Caucasus?
https://www.newarab.com/analysis/could-iran-israel-tensions-spill-south-caucasus
Israel-Hezhollah Contained Escalation Halts Concern Over Broader Mideast War

https://www.usip.org/publications/2024/08/israel-hezbollah-contained-escalation-halts-concern-over-
broader-mideast-war

RUSSIA/UKRAINE

Kremlin, dismissing Zelenskiy's talk of plan to end war, says Russia will keep fighting
Reuters: 28 August 2024

The Kremlin dismissed talk by Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy about a plan he has to end
the war and said Russia would continue what it calls its “special military operation” in Ukraine.

https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/kremlin-dismissing-zelenskiys-talk-plan-end-war-says-russia-will-
keep-fighting-2024-08-28/

For more on this theme:
Ukraine’s Attack on Kursk, With Liana Fix
https://www.cfr.org/podcasts/tpi/ukraines-attack-kursk-liana-fix

Russia faces ‘difficult fight’ to retake Ukraine-held area, says top US spy

https://www.reuters.com/world/ukraine-intent-keeping-russian-territory-us-intelligence-official-
says-2024-08-28/

Ukraine to present ‘victory plan’ to US — Zelensky
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crrinl2vge2o

China calls for more support for its Ukraine peace plan created with Brazil
https://apnews.comv/article/china-diplomacy-ukraine-brazil-peace-global-south-4ad0a7ba72ce7f7e96e4 12093cc 1 2abd
After Wagner: Non-State Groups Fighting in Ukraine
https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/after-wagner-non-state-groups-fighting-ukraine
Ukraine’s EU accession hinges on stronger defense and consolidated reforms

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/ukraines-eu-accession-hinges-on-stronger-defense-
and-consolidated-reforms/

Putin’s Most-Punished Minority
https://cepa.org/article/putins-most-punished-minority/

Taiwan — Lessons From Ukraine

https://cepa.org/article/taiwan-lessons-from-ukraine/
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For more on this theme:

There’s No Point Talking Peace With Putin
https://cepa.org/article/theres-no-point-talking-about-peace-with-putin/

If Ukraine’s Not a Proper Country, Nor Is Russia
https://cepa.org/article/if-ukraines-not-a-proper-country-nor-is-russia/

Hot Summer: Russia and Europe
https://cepa.org/article/hot-summer-russia-and-europe/

Modi Walks a Diplomatic Tightrope in Ukraine
https://www.usip.org/publications/2024/08/modi-walks-diplomatic-tightrope-ukraine

Why Russia has struggled to halt Ukraine’s incursion in the Kursk region
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-war-putin-kursk-incursion-cabd 18d06606794580bdc779d2c98134
Turkey wants to end the war in Ukraine — and might have a formula to do it

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/turkeysource/turkey-wants-to-end-the-war-in-ukraine-and-might-
have-a-formula-to-do-it/

Interview: Ukraine’s Bold Strike Into Russia Is A Tactical Win With Unclear
Strategic Benefits
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-kursk-incursion-russia-interview-analysis/33096863.html
How drone attacks are changing the rules and the costs of the Ukraine war

https://theconversation.com/how-drone-attacks-are-changing-the-rules-and-the-costs-of-the-ukraine-
war-237409

EU mulls training soldiers inside Ukraine
https://www.politico.eu/article/emmanuel-macron-eu-mulls-training-soldiers-inside-ukraine/
Hungary-EU blowup overshadows key meeting on Ukraine
https://www.politico.eu/article/hungary-blowup-ukraine-brussels-chief-diplomat-kyiv/

‘Russians do everything via Telegram.’ Pavel Durov’s arrest upends Kremlin

military comms.
https://www.politico.eu/article/telegram-ceo-arrest-pavel-durov-russian-military-communications-france/
A social time bomh? Most Russians fighting in Kursk are conscripts, experts say

https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2024/08/29/a-social-time-bomb-think-tank-believes-most-
russians-fighting-in-kursk-are-conscripts

Why Russia has struggled to halt Ukraine’s incursion in the Kursk region

https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/russia-struggled-halt-ukraines-incursion-kursk-
region-113234654
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