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COUNTERING TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED CRIME (CTOC)

CORRUPTION

Ukraine at War Must Deal with the Threat of Strategic Corruption
Mykhailo Minakov — Wilson Center: 13 November 2024

Ukraine, and all nations that support it, must ensure it wins the war launched by Russia. An
important part of this effort is a crackdown on corruption in Ukraine’s public sector. It is a
strategic front that must be conquered for the effective functioning of Kyiv’s government.

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/ukraine-war-must-deal-threat-strategic-corruption

For more on this theme:

‘Africa losing $50bn yearly to corruption’

https://www.ippmedia.com/the-guardian/news/local-news/read/africa-losing-50bn-yearly-to-
corruption-2024-11-08-110507

Salva Kiir: South Sudan’s president fought for independence, but then fuelled
division, violence and corruption

https://theconversation.com/salva-kiir-south-sudans-president-fought-for-independence-but-then-
fuelled-division-violence-and-corruption-242747

What science reveals about our tendency toward corruption

https://english.elpais.com/science-tech/2024-11-11/what-science-reveals-about-our-tendency-toward-
corruption.html

SPORTS CORRUPTION

Game Over:- UNODC Exposes the Link Between Corruption and Organized Crime in Sport.
Comsure: 30 October 2024

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime’s report titled “Game Over: Exposing the
linkages between corruption, serious and organized crime in sport” sheds light on the reach
and impact of corruption in the sports industry.

https://www.comsuregroup.com/news/game-over-unodc-exposes-the-link-between-corruption-and-
organized-crime-in-sport/

For more on this theme:

Investigators search offices of French soccer league and private equity firm CVC
in corruption probe

https://apnews.com/article/french-league-investigation-soccer-ea228d52al74ddald5a4c6ea2cbfc3dc
Football corruption an “open secret”, says AKEL
https://in-cyprus.philenews.com/sports/football-corruption-an-open-secret-says-akel/

Safa president Jordaan arrested in fraud case
https://www.bbc.com/sport/football/articles/c937n05e4yno

New UN resolution recognises IPACS efforts

https://olympics.com/en/news/new-un-resolution-recognises-ipacs-efforts
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DRUG TRAFFICKING

Cartels, Corruption, and Fentanyl: How Can US-Mexico Cooperation Address

Shared Security Concerns?
Nicholas Dockery — Modern War Institute: 5 November 2024

For decades, collaboration between Mexico and the United States for law enforcement and
counternarcotics operations has been fraught with difficulties, with Mexico’s sovereignty
concerns and the infiltration of cartels into its government, military and law enforcement
institutions hampering cooperation.

https://mwi.westpoint.edu/cartels-corruption-and-fentanyl-how-can-us-mexico-cooperation-address-
shared-security-concerns/

For more on this theme:

Sinaloa Cartel Boss Charged With El Chapo’s Sons In Drug Smuggling Case
https://www.newsweek.com/sinaloa-cartel-el-chapo-drug-smuggling-1982885

United States Targets Mexico’s the Linea Gang Over Fentanyl
https://insightcrime.org/news/us-targets-mexicos-la-linea-gang-fentanyl/

Tipping point: How drug trafficking became a ‘national cause’ in France
https://www.france24.com/en/europe/20241 1 14-tipping-point-how-drug-trafficking-became-national-cause-france
Argentina, US, UNODC Consolidate Efforts to Confront Illicit Synthetic Drug Trafficking

https://dialogo-americas.com/articles/argentina-us-unodc-consolidate-efforts-to-confront-illicit-
synthetic-drug-trafficking/

ORGANIZED CRIME AROUND THE WORLD

The Fifth Wave: Organized Crime in 2040
Phil Williams — Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime:
14 November 2024

A grim forecast says organized crime may thrive by exploiting climate crises, geopolitical conflicts
and technological advancements, with criminal networks operating as shadow governments
shielded by authoritarian regimes.

https://globalinitiative.net/analysis/organized-crime-in-2040/

For more on this theme:

The spoils of crime: Returning profit from crime to society
https://globalinitiative.net/analysis/confiscated-assets-europe-ocindex/

Hidden Warfare: Iran’s Growing Dependence on Criminal Networks
https://thesoufancenter.org/intelbrief-2024-november-1/

Will Costa Rica Follow the Same Criminal Path as Ecuador?
https://insightcrime.org/news/costa-rica-ecuador-criminal/

‘Don’t rock the hoat’
https://globalinitiative.net/analysis/dont-rock-the-boat-minerva-perez/

Shadows of Power: The ‘Ndrangheta’s Expanding Hegemony
https://intpolicydigest.org/shadows-of-power-the-ndrangheta-s-expanding-hegemony/
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY CRIME AND COUNTERFEITING

The hidden dangers of counterfeit electrical goods in Africa
Andrew Dickson — IOL: 14 November 2024

Financial pressures in South Africa and across Africa have led to a surge in demand for cheaper
products, creating a lucrative market for counterfeiters. Between 40% and 80% of electrical
products sold are counterfeits, posing a potentially lethal risk for millions of consumers.

https://www.iol.co.za/personal-finance/financial-planning/the-hidden-dangers-of-counterfeit-electrical-
goods-in-africa-c7012b90-8e8e-4530-85e7-9feca7397712

For more on this theme:

The Dark Side of Holiday Discounts — How 86 Million Fake Items Flooded the EU Market
https://www.the420.in/the-dark-side-of-holiday-discounts-how-86-million-fake-items-flooded-the-eu-market/
Counterfeit diabetes, weight-loss drugs raise alarm after series of fatalities
https://www.ynetnews.com/health_science/article/rlodmxpzkg

Tackling organized crime’s top secret: B.C.’s contraband market
https://www.biv.com/sponsored/organized-crimes-top-secret-bc-contraband-market-9781804
Tackling the Rise in Gift Card Fraud

https://www.dhs.gov/hsi/insider/tackling-gift-card-fraud

HUMAN TRAFFICKING, FORCED LABOR AND MIGRANT SMUGGLING

Health Care: A Frontline Defense Against Human Trafficking
Shadi Kourosh and Mark R Lagon — Think Global Health: 14 November 2024

Physician advocates are collaborating with medical organizations to address human trafficking
through the lens of public health, and are seeking the guidance and partnership of government
experts and agencies.

https://www.thinkglobalhealth.org/article/health-care-frontline-defense-against-human-trafficking

For more on this theme:
Using confiscated illegal assets to provide support to human trafficking victims

https://www.coe.int/en/web/sarajevo/-/using-confiscated-illegal-assets-to-provide-support-to-human-
trafficking-victims

Iranian criminal dubbed ‘the best smuggler’ convicted over Channel migrant plot
https://www.express.co.uk/news/politics/1973469/iranian-criminal-dubbed-the-best

The high cost of human trafficking

https://rcmp.ca/en/gazette/high-cost-human-trafficking

Ghana sees rise in human trafficking — Report
https://www.adomonline.com/ghana-sees-rise-in-human-trafficking-report/

World needs to ‘wake up’ to people smuggling threat: UK’s Starmer

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/world-needs-to-wake-up-to-people-smuggling-threat-uk-s-
starmer/ar-AA1ttrXn
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TRAFFICKING IN SCARCE OR PROTECTED RESOURCES

Earnings From lllegal Gold Hit Record High in Peru
Alejandra Rodriguez — InSight Crime: 11 November 2024

The earnings from illegally extracted gold have soared to record levels, fueling criminal
organizations, while the country debates whether to extend its mining formalization efforts.

https://insightcrime.org/news/earnings-illegal-gold-hit-record-high-peru/

For more on this theme:

Hundreds of illegal miners holed up in disused shaft in South Africa. Here's what we know
https://www.cnn.com/2024/11/14/africa/south-africa-illegal-miners-intl/index.html

Introducing TimberStats: a novel tool to root out illegal timber trade
https://www.traffic.org/news/introducing-timberstats-a-novel-tool-to-root-out-illegal-timber-trade/
Papua New Guinea’s rainforests in danger; illegal logging crises fuel human rights
abuses and threaten biodiversity

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/wildlife-biodiversity/papua-new-guineas-rainforests-in-danger-illegal-
logging-crises-fuel-human-rights-abuses-and-threaten-biodiversity

The Regional Security Imperative to Protect the Congo Basin
https://africacenter.org/publication/asb44en-regional-security-imperative-protect-congo-basin/

Spikes on the road and police resistance: in Transcarpathia, a logging scheme worth
millions was revealed

https://ecopolitic.com.ua/en/news/spikes-on-the-road-and-police-resistance-in-transcarpathia-a-logging-
scheme-worth-millions-was-revealed/

Export of unprocessed logs threatens DRC’s tropical forests: Report
https://news.mongabay.com/short-article/export-of-unprocessed-logs-threatens-drcs-tropical-forests-report/
Timber industry leader calls for country of origin labeling on imported products

https://www.msn.com/en-au/money/markets/timber-industry-leader-calls-for-country-of-origin-labeling-
on-imported-products/ar-AAltzbku

Brazil sets a date to remove illegal miners from Munduruku land, more details await

https://news.mongabay.com/2024/1 1/brazil-sets-a-date-to-remove-illegal-miners-from-munduruku-
land-more-details-await/

Tibetan activist detained for exposing illegal sand, gravel mining
https://www.rfa.org/english/tibet/2024/11/01/tibet-sand-dredging-activist-detained/

Mining Crimes Pose a Challenge for Law Enforcement, Experts Say
https://www.occrp.org/en/news/mining-crimes-pose-a-challenge-for-law-enforcement-experts-say
Vietnam accuses China of ‘illegal detention’ of South China Sea fishermen
https://www.rfa.org/english/southchinasea/2024/11/01/vietnam-china-south-china-sea-fishermen/

A gold rush poisons Africa’s El Dorado
https://english.elpais.com/international/2024-11-02/a-gold-rush-poisons-africas-el-dorado.html
Unchecked big cat trade thrives in South Africa, fuelling global wildlife crime: Report

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/wildlife-biodiversity/unchecked-big-cat-trade-thrives-in-south-africa-
fuelling-global-wildlife-crime-report
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PROGRAM ON CYBER SECURITY STUDIES (PCSS)

INTERNET GOVERNANCE AND ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE REGULATION

Collahorative Al Governance: A Policy Roadmap for Canada and the UK
Ann M. Fitz-Gerald, Carsten Maple and Halyna Padalko — RUSI: 13 November 2024

Canada and the United Kingdom are in a good position to lead in setting global artificial
intelligence (AI) standards, fostering ethical, responsible and innovative Al governance.

https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/collaborative-ai-governance-policy-
roadmap-canada-and-uk

For more on this theme:

(Taiwan) The Military Use of Al: Challenges and Opportunities for Taiwan

https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/emerging-insights/military-use-ai-challenges-and-
opportunities-taiwan

(U.S.) Al policy directions in the new Trump administration
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/ai-policy-directions-in-the-new-trump-administration/

(U.S.) Ensuring U.S. Leadership in Al: Industry Perspective on Data Center Growth
https://www.csis.org/analysis/ensuring-us-leadership-ai-industry-perspective-data-center-growth
(Global) Integrating Artificial Intelligence into the Next National Security Council

https://www.csis.org/analysis/integrating-artificial-intelligence-next-national-security-council

INTERNET FREEDOM

A Review of China’s Restrictions and Surveillance of Foreign Social Media Platforms
Monica Putri Dwi Agustine — Modern Diplomacy: 7 November 2024

China’s strict surveillance and restrictions on foreign social media platforms such as Facebook,
g P
Twitter and Instagram highlight Beijing’s “Great Firewall” approach to digital security.

https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2024/11/07/a-review-of-chinas-restrictions-and-surveillance-of-foreign-
social-media-platforms/

For more on this theme:

(Southeast Asia) Is internet freedom slipping away in Southeast Asia?
https://www.dhakatribune.com/world/south-asia/363886/is-internet-freedom-slipping-away-in-southeast
(Russia) Russia’s Google ‘Joke’ Is Sourer Than it Looks
https://cepa.org/article/russias-google-joke-is-sourer-than-it-looks/

(Pakistan) Pakistan experiences VPN shutdown — is this a sign of further censorship?

https://www.tomsguide.com/computing/online-security/pakistan-experiences-vpn-shutdown-is-this-a-
sign-of-further-censorship

(Burma) Internet access, credibility plummet in Myanmar, report finds
https://ipdefenseforum.com/2024/1 1/internet-access-credibility-plummet-in-myanmar-report-finds/
(China) Veil of censorship shuts down discussion of China’s deadliest mass killing in years

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-11-14/zhuhai-35-dead-crash-censorship-by-china-
authorities/104600460
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CYBER CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE

Canada faces a cybersecurity crisis with critical infrastructure at risk
Jeff Le — The Hill Times: 4 November 2024

From energy grids to health care systems, the nation’s most essential assets are being targeted
by an ever-evolving array of sophisticated threats from both state and nonstate actors.

https://www.hilltimes.com/story/2024/1 1/04/canada-faces-a-cybersecurity-crisis-with-critical-
infrastructure-at-risk/440438/

For more on this theme:
(U.S.) Cyberattack on American Water: A warning to critical infrastructure
https://www.securityintelligence.com/news/cyberattack-on-american-water-warning-critical-infrastructure/

(Australia) Australia DHA, RBA forge landmark MoU to fortify critical infrastructure
security; boost resilience

https://industrialcyber.co/regulation-standards-and-compliance/australia-dha-rba-forge-landmark-mou-
to-fortify-critical-infrastructure-security-boost-resilience/

(U.S., Glohal) CISA wants to work with US allies to boost critical infrastructure
security at home and abroad

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/cisa-wants-to-work-with-us-allies-to-boost-critical-
infrastructure-security-at-home-and-abroad/ar-AA1tgT4h

(UAE) Dubai’s Strategic Integration of Cybersecurity in Renewable Energy

https://thecyberexpress.com/renewable-energy-and-cybersecurity/

CYBER STRATEGY AND WARFARE

US and Israel Warn of Iranian Threat Actor’s New Tradecraft
James Coker — InfoSecurity Magazine: 1 November 2024

Iranian state-sponsored threat actor Cotton Sandstorm is using new tactics, including leveraging
generative artificial intelligence tools, to target networks, both nations say.

https://www.infosecurity-magazine.com/news/us-israel-iran-new-tradecraft/

For more on this theme:

(Ghana) PwC Ghana forum calls for urgent investment in cyber security strategies

https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/business/PwC-Ghana-forum-calls-for-urgent-investment-
in-cyber-security-strategies-1958474

(South Africa) Gauteng e-govt calls on private sector for cyber security help
https://www.itweb.co.za/article/gauteng-e-govt-calls-on-private-sector-for-cyber-security-help/xP3jMBEd997A2ye

(Canada) Confronting Canada’s New Cyber Threat Landscape: Insights from ISA
Cybersecurity’s Syed Ahmed

https://calgary.tech/2024/11/05/insights-from-isa-cybersecurity-syed-ahmed/
(Africa) Greening infrastructure in Africa through digital transformation

https://www.brookings.edu/articles/greening-infrastructure-in-africa-through-digital-transformation/

(India) A Tech Policy Planning Guide for India — Beyond the First 100 Days
https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2024/1 1/tech-policy-planning-guide-india?lang=en
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CYBERCRIME

Germany Drafts Law to Shield Ethical Hackers, Tighten Penalties for Cybercrime
Samiksha Jain — The Cyber Express: 7 November 2024

The Federal Ministry of Justice in Germany has released a draft law aimed at providing legal
protection for researchers who identify and report security vulnerabilities. This legislation aims
to ensure that ethical security research is shielded from criminal liability while setting tougher
penalties for cybercrimes.

https://thecyberexpress.com/germany-drafts-law-to-shield-ethical-hackers/

For more on this theme:

(Nigeria) Nigerian cybercrime: Inside a ‘hustle kingdom’
https://www.voazimbabwe.com/a/nigerian-cybercrime-inside-a-hustle-kingdom-/7849073.html
(Global) ‘Unprecedented’ surge in cybercrime with attack every 39 seconds, says Interpol

https://www.thenationalnews.com/news/us/2024/11/06/unprecedented-surge-in-cybercrime-with-hack-
taking-place-every-39-seconds-says-interpol/

(Global) ‘Cybercrime now as hig as third-largest economy’

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/hyderabad/cybercrime-now-equals-the-third-largest-economy-
urgent-need-for-cybersecurity-awareness/articleshow/115029082.cms

(Global) Al in Combatting Cybercrime with Intelligent Intrusion Detection Systems

https://www.blockchain-council.org/ai/ai-in-combatting-cybercrime-with-intelligent-intrusion-detection-systems/

RANSOMWARE

Report Shows Ransomware is Still the Leading Cyber Threat, Despite Shakeups
Manufacturing.net: 7 November 2024

A developing “middle class” is making ransomware attacks even more complex.

https://www.manufacturing.net/cybersecurity/news/22925710/report-shows-ransomware-is-still-the-
leading-cyber-threat-despite-shakeups

For more on this theme:

(Global) Police Doxing of Criminals Raising Ransomware-Attack Stakes

https://www.bankinfosecurity.com/blogs/police-doxing-criminals-raising-ransomware-attack-
stakes-p-3753

(Global) What is BlackCat ransomware in crypto?
https://cointelegraph.com/explained/what-is-blackcat-ransomware-in-crypto

(Global) Inside the mind of a ransomware negotiator: what it’s really like to deal
with cybercriminals

https://www.raconteur.net/technology/whats-it-like-to-be-a-ransomware-negotiator

(Global) Ransomware landscape dominated by RansomHub

https://www.scworld.com/brief/ransomware-landscape-dominated-by-ransomhub
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STATE-SPONSORED CYBERATTACKS

Chinese hackers target Tibetan websites in malware attack, cybersecurity group says
David Rising — The Associated Press: 12 November 2024

A hacking group that is thought to be Chinese state-sponsored has compromised two websites
with ties to the Tibetan community in an attack meant to install malware on users’ computers,
according to findings released by a private cybersecurity firm.

https://apnews.com/article/china-tibet-insikt-hacking-malware-8d89e7c¢559fca2bf85bdb512f853379d

For more on this theme:
(China, Canada) Chinese Hackers Had Access to Canadian Government Systems
for Years, Report Reveals

https://circleid.com/posts/chinese-hackers-had-access-to-canadian-government-systems-for-years-
report-reveals

(Germany, Russia) Germany warns of potential cyber threats from Russia ahead
of snap election

https://therecord.media/germany-cyber-threats-russia-elections

(Ireland) ‘Notable’ rise in hostile state cyber attacks in Ireland

https://www.irishexaminer.com/news/arid-41510612.html

CYBER RESILIENCE

The human factor in cyber resilience
David Mudd — UKAuthority: 5 November 2024

Most organizations acknowledge the importance of their people in cyber resilience, but many
also struggle to understand and apply best practices.

https://www.ukauthority.com/articles/the-human-factor-in-cyber-resilience/

For more on this theme:

(U.S.) USDA, White House launch study to boost cyber resilience of rural water utilities
https://www.cybersecuritydive.com/news/usda-white-house-cyber-rural-water/731875/

(Global) Building Cybersecurity Resilience: Strategies, Technologies, and Best
Practices from Industry Leaders

https://www.scworld.com/resource/building-cybersecurity-resilience-strategies-technologies-and-best-
practices-from-industry-leaders

(South Africa) South Africa’s leaders must prioritise cybersecurity before it’s too late

https://mg.co.za/thought-leader/opinion/2024-11-02-south-africas-leaders-must-prioritise-
cybersecurity-before-its-too-late/

(Australia) Australia expands cyber resilience, adds 46 critical infrastructure assets
as Systems of National Significance

https://industrialcyber.co/critical-infrastructure/australia-expands-cyber-resilience-adds-46-critical-
infrastructure-assets-as-systems-of-national-significance/
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PROGRAM ON TERRORISM AND SECURITY STUDIES (PTSS)

TERRORISM AROUND THE WORLD

Three’s a crowd: Why Egypt’s and Somalia’s row with Ethiopia can embolden al-Shabaah
Corrado Cok — ECFR: 7 November 2024

Somalia’s new defense pact with Egypt has angered Ethiopia, undermining coalition efforts to
contain al-Shabaab. European diplomats can help revert this dangerous path.

https://ecfr.eu/article/threes-a-crowd-why-egypts-and-somalias-row-with-ethiopia-can-embolden-al-shabaab/

For more on this theme:
Terrorism now ‘borderless and invisible’, needs cutting-edge tech:
Amit Shah at Anti-Terror Conference

https://ddnews.gov.in/en/terrorism-now-borderless-and-invisible-needs-cutting-edge-tech-amit-shah-at-
anti-terror-conference/

Security analysts concerned as Nigeria warns of new terror group

https://www.voanews.com/a/security-analysts-concerned-as-nigeria-warns-of-new-terror-
group/7857317.html

Central Asia geopolitical dynamics and the dilemma of transnational terrorism
https://daryo.uz/en/2024/10/2 1/central-asia-geopolitical-dynamics-and-the-dilemma-of-transnational-terrorism
High-Level Briefing: Building Capacity to Eliminate the Supply of Weapons

to Terrorists in Africa and Central Asia

https://www.un.org/counterterrorism/events/high-level-briefing-building-capacity-eliminate-supply-
weapons-terrorists-africa-and-central

Building capacity to deradicalize and rehabilitate former terrorists in East Africa
https://www.un.org/counterterrorism/zh/node/21310

Terrorism in Latin America: We Should Be Paying Attention
https://globalsecurityreview.com/terrorism-in-latin-america-we-should-be-paying-attention/
Counter Terror’s High-tech to Low-tech Backfire
https://globalsecurityreview.com/counter-terrors-high-tech-to-low-tech-backfire/

How do the laws of war apply to terrorists?
https://thehill.com/opinion/national-security/4942748-how-do-the-laws-of-war-apply-to-terrorists/
ISIS: An Enduring Threat
https://www.idsa.in/issuebrief/isis-an-enduring-threat-sakidwai-301024

Myths And Reality About ISKP — OpEd
https://www.eurasiareview.com/29102024-myths-and-reality-about-iskp-oped/

Khawariji Terrorism: The TTP And ISKP Threat To Pakistan’s Stability — OpEd

https://www.eurasiareview.com/31102024-khawariji-terrorism-the-ttp-and-iskp-threat-to-pakistans-
stability-oped/

Al-Qaeda raises its ugly head in Bangladesh: Mass recruitment drive of Muslims
for terror act, persecution of Hindus

https://organiser.org/2024/11/01/263224/world/al-gaeda-raises-its-ugly-head-in-bangladesh-mass-
recruitment-drive-of-muslims-for-terr-act-persecution-of-hindus/
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GRAY AREA DYNAMICS, HYBRID WARFARE
AND INFORMATION OPERATIONS

Ideological Agenda of Russian Information Influence in Africa
Olena Snigyr — FPRI: 8 November 2024

Russian information operations in Africa are a tool to expand its presence on the continent and
to turn African countries into allies of Moscow in its confrontation with the West. This article
focuses on the ideological content of Russian information used to influence Africa.

https://www.fpri.org/article/2024/11/ideological-agenda-of-russian-information-influence-in-africa/

For more on this theme:
China patrols at disputed shoal; Manila summons Beijing’s envoy

https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/philippine/china-patrols-at-disputed-shoal-manila-summons-
beijing-envoy-11132024072942.html

UK blacklists mercenary groups in Africa in latest sanctions against Russia

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/11/7/uk-blacklists-mercenary-groups-in-africa-in-latest-
sanctions-against-russia

Narrative Intelligence: Detecting Chinese and Russian Information Operations

to Disrupt NATO Unity
https://www.fpri.org/article/2024/11/intelligence-china-russia-information-operations-against-nato/
Material world: How Europe can compete with China in the race for

Africa’s critical minerals

https://ecfr.eu/publication/material-world-how-europe-can-compete-with-china-in-the-race-for-africas-
critical-minerals/

Countering China and Russia: The Hidden Advantages of Women, Peace, and Security
https://www.csis.org/analysis/countering-china-and-russia-hidden-advantages-women-peace-and-security
Hybrid War and National Security: NATO, the US, and the West
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/hybrid-war-and-national-security-nato-us-and-west

Russia’s Great Energy Game in the Middle East

https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2024/1 1/russias-great-energy-game-in-the-middle-
east?lang=en

Death by a Thousand Paper Cuts: Lessons from the Nordic-Baltic Region
on Countering Russian Gray Zone Aggression

https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2024/1 1/russia-gray-zone-aggression-baltic-nordic?lang=en
Russian Defense Ministry’s Africa Corps in Trouble
https://jamestown.org/program/russian-defense-ministrys-africa-corps-in-trouble/

Norwegian Intelligence Assessment on Russian Interference
https://jamestown.org/program/norwegian-intelligence-assessment-on-russian-interference/

The Russian Church — Spreading Putin’s Poison
https://cepa.org/article/the-russian-church-spreading-putins-poison/

Public opinion and PLA loyalty: objects of the Information Support Force

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/public-opinion-and-pla-loyalty-objects-of-the-information-support-force/
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Hezhollah, Hamas down but not out, US says
Jeff Seldin — Voice of America: 12 November 2024

Israel’s war against Hamas and Hezbollah, while inflicting considerable damage, has yet
to strike a crippling blow to either of the Iran-backed terror groups, according to a top
U.S. counterterrorism official.

https://www.voanews.com/a/hezbollah-hamas-are-down-but-not-out-us-says/7862018.html

For more on this theme:

‘Very serious’: Israel’s blows against Iran expose infiltration
https://www.yahoo.com/news/very-serious-israels-blows-against-150052233.html|
Hezhollah says Israel ‘unable’ to occupy any Lebanese villages
https://www.yahoo.com/news/hezbollah-says-israel-unable-occupy-161033270.html
Blinken calls for ‘extended pauses’ in Gaza war
https://www.voanews.com/a/israeli-airstrike-kills-6-wounds-15-near-beirut/7862111.html
The Axis of Resilience: Israel Is Underestimating Iran and Its Allies
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/israel/axis-resilience

Israel says it has expanded its military ground operation in Lebanon

https://www.cnn.com/2024/11/13/middleeast/israel-expands-ground-operation-lebanon-intl-latam/
index.html

In Lebanon, residents fear Hezbollah could be hiding among people displaced by war
https://www.npr.org/2024/11/12/nx-s1-5184457/lebanon-israel-hezbollah-war

UN committee: Israel war in Gaza ‘consistent with genocide’
https://www.voanews.com/a/un-committee-israel-war-in-gaza-consistent-with-genocide-/7864776.html
Iranians Debate Whether It’'s Time To Develop Nuclear Weapons
https://www.stimson.org/2024/iranians-debate-whether-its-time-to-develop-nuclear-weapons/
National Honor and Religious Duty: Iran’s Strategic Evolution in Confronting Israel

https://www.e-ir.info/2024/11/10/national-honor-and-religious-duty-irans-strategic-evolution-in-
confronting-israel/

Famine is likely imminent in northern Gaza, hunger experts say
https://apnews.com/article/famine-northern-gaza-humanitarian-aid-2710a0e4 1f740fb50cc807 5fec7df62d
Could Israel Destroy Iran’s Nuclear Program With an All-Out Attack?
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/could-israel-destroy-irans-nuclear-program-all-out-attack-213631
Gaza’s top Islamic scholar issues fatwa criticising 7 October attack
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cj4vw118xvdo

The Consequences of the IDF Strikes into Iran
https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/consequences-idf-strikes-iran

Tehran’s calculations to avoid all-out war with Israel and the US
https://www.mei.edu/publications/tehrans-calculations-avoid-all-out-war-israel-and-us

How Iran’s attacks on Israel backfired, escalating regional conflict — opinion
https://www.jpost.com/opinion/article-828654
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For more on this theme:
Israel Defence Minister Katz says Israel has defeated Hezhollah

https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israel-defence-minister-katz-says-israel-has-defeated-
hezbollah-2024-11-10/

Hezhollah should abandon arms to end Israel war, Lebanese Christian party head says

https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/hezbollah-should-abandon-arms-end-israel-war-lebanese-
christian-party-head-says-2024-11-14/

Could both Israel and Hezhollah ‘win’? Possibly, because their goals differ — analysis
https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/article-828452
Israel sees progress in Lebanon ceasefire talks, says Russia can help

https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israel-sees-progress-lebanon-ceasefire-talks-says-russia-can-
help-2024-11-11/

Qatar suspends its mediation efforts on Gaza and the Hamas office there may have
to leave

https:/apnews.convarticle/israel-palestinians-war-lebanon-hezbollah-1 1-09-2024-€97 ca8ab4ac81 51281 bab6895bb04404
Iran has likely developed fentanyl-based chemical weapons

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/iran-has-developed-fentanyl-based-chemical-weapons/ar-
AAl1tPcPc

In Lebanon, Hezhollah pays high political cost for its war with Israel
https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Middle-East/2024/1113/hezbollah-israel-lebanon-politics-christians-shiites

Israel Defence Minister Katz: In Lebanon there will be no ceasefire, will continue to
hit Hezhollah with full force

https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israel-defence-minister-katz-lebanon-there-will-be-no-
ceasefire-will-continue-2024-11-12/

Mohammad Ali Shabani: Iran After October 7
https://www.csis.org/analysis/mohammad-ali-shabani-iran-after-october-7

Israel-Hamas War: What Is The Reason Behind Netanyahu And Gallant’s Rift?

https://www.wionews.com/videos/israel-hamas-war-what-is-the-reason-behind-netanyahu-and-gallants-
rift-774928

Netanyahu says Iran’s government fears its people more than Israel

https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/netanyahu-says-irans-government-fears-its-people-more-
than-israel-2024-11-12/
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Putin says Ukraine must remain neutral for there to be peace
Reuters: 7 November 2024

Russian President Vladimir Putin also said that Ukraine’s borders should be in accordance
with the wishes of the people living in Russian-claimed territory.

https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/putin-says-ukraine-must-remain-neutral-there-be-
peace-2024-11-07/

For more on this theme:

Russian forces suffered an average of over 1,500 casualties a day in October,

UK official says
https://www.yahoo.com/news/russian-forces-suffered-average-over-172008076.html|

Ukraine hoped to force Russia to pick between 2 fronts. Putin chose both.
https://www.yahoo.com/news/ukraine-hoped-force-russia-pick-111953225.html

Doctor accused of criticizing Russia’s war in Ukraine is convicted and

given over 5 years in prison
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-war-crackdown-0827790d20cc6e57994a6245c0d72b9b
US vows ‘firm response’ to North Korea for sending troops to Russia
https://www.rfa.org/english/korea/2024/11/14/north-korea-us-firm-action/

Russia’s economy is heading toward a fate worse than recession, pro-Kremlin
economists say
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/russias-economy-heading-toward-fate-045829084 .html

How credible is Russia’s evolving nuclear doctrine?
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/how-credible-is-russias-evolving-nuclear-doctrine/

Surviving and Thriving: Ukraine’s Economy During and After the War
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/surviving-and-thriving-ukraines-economy-during-and-after-war
Belarus Demands a Seat at Russia-Ukraine Negotiation Table
https://jamestown.org/program/belarus-demands-a-seat-at-russia-ukraine-negotiation-table/
Russia’s Fiscal Dependence on China Grows
https://jamestown.org/program/russias-fiscal-dependence-on-china-grows/

Long-range Capabhilities Continue to be Key Deterrent for Ukraine
https://jamestown.org/program/long-range-capabilities-continue-to-be-key-deterrent-for-ukraine/
China’s Dilemmas Deepen as North Korea Enters Ukraine War
https://www.usip.org/publications/2024/1 1/chinas-dilemmas-deepen-north-korea-enters-ukraine-war
How Should Seoul Respond to North Korea’s Soldiers in Russia?
https://www.usip.org/publications/2024/1 1/how-should-seoul-respond-north-koreas-soldiers-russia
Australia’s Strategic Thinking on the War in Ukraine, NATO, and Indo-Pacific Security

https://www.usip.org/publications/2024/1 1/australias-strategic-thinking-war-ukraine-nato-and-indo-
pacific-security
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For more on this theme:
Overcoming the Challenges of Building a Future Force for Ukraine

https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/overcoming-challenges-building-future-
force-ukraine

Russia and China: Two Countries, One Threat
https://cepa.org/article/russia-and-china-two-countries-one-threat/

1,000 Missed Chances to Support Ukraine
https://cepa.org/article/1000-missed-chances-to-support-ukraine/

October was worst month for Russia since start of Ukraine war, UK official says
https://www.politico.eu/article/october-deadliest-month-russian-troops-war-uk-official-says-tony-radakin/
‘They’re Totally Not Ready’: Ex-Soldier Reveals Why North Korean Troops Will
Struggle Against Ukraine

https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-ukraine-war-north-korea/33191962.html

Why Both Ukraine and Russia Need Peace after a Third Summer of War
https://www.e-ir.info/2024/1 1/10/why-both-ukraine-and-russia-need-peace-after-a-third-summer-of-war/
NATO and the EU press China to help stop North Korea’s support for the war on Ukraine
https://apnews.com/article/nato-china-eu-russia-ukraine-troops-korea-b68c5249e 1f3bb685ae 196ff4 7 168df
Exclusive: Pentagon lifts ban on contractors fixing U.S.-supplied weapons in Ukraine

https://www.reuters.com/world/pentagon-lifts-ban-contractors-inside-ukraine-fix-us-supplied-
weapons-2024-11-08/

A France-trained force aims to strengthen Ukraine’s defenses at a critical point in war
https://apnews.comv/article/france-ukraine-russian-invasion-weaponry-military-bb 1a638da2c69bd4{636b136939¢2195
Forcing Ukraine to cede land will only increase Putin’s imperial appetite

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/forcing-ukraine-to-cede-land-will-only-increase-
putins-imperial-appetite/

Russia’s economically vital energy sector is Vladimir Putin’s Achilles’ Heel

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/russias-economically-vital-energy-sector-is-vliadimir-
putins-achilles-heel/

Deported Ukrainian children are Russia’s future army recruits, ombudsman says

https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2024/11/13/russia-deports-ukrainian-children-to-raise-a-new-
generation-of-russian-army-ombudsman-says

Russia’s Battering Ram Strategy and Its Mission in the Donbas:
Is Russia Reviving Its Operational Art?

https://smallwarsjournal.com/2024/11/13/russias-battering-ram-strategy/
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